
I Send My Messenger Dec 15, 2019 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Last week, we talked a bit about John the Baptist, and his 
role in calling people to repentance to prepare for Christ.  I 
mentioned that John was a great role model for us, proclaiming a 
message that we are also to proclaim.  This week, we are going to 
take note of a few more lessons that we can learn from John the 
Baptist as we wait in anticipation for the return of the Lord.  
  
MAIN TEXT (Matthew 11:2-11) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 Our passage today is from Matthew, who had been a tax 
collector turned disciple of Christ.  Matthew wrote his gospel in 
the 50s or 60s to prove to Jews that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah.  He was a Jew writing to Jews, but his words still have 
teachings for us today.  Today, as we see some more about John 
the Baptist, we will notice that MESSENGERS DON’T HAVE IT EASY 
and MESSENGERS DON’T HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS, but 
importantly, MESSENGERS ARE SENT WITH A PURPOSE. 
  
PASSAGE OUTLINE:   

1. MESSENGERS DON’T HAVE IT EASY 
a. (11:2) When John heard in prison what the Messiah 

was doing… 
i. (Matt. 14:1-12) Talk about his arrest and 

execution 
ii. (Matt. 3) Talks about his ministry in the 

desert. 
iii. (Matt 11:7-8) Jesus talks about his clothing. 

b. Lottie Moon (get your offerings in). 
c. IMB missionaries mentioned only by initial. 
d. How hard it is to share Christ in Korea, China 
e. Those trying to reach the Rohingya people. 



f. If these of our brothers and sisters put aside their 
comfort and safety to share the gospel, what gives 
us the right in Stony Creek to give up on sharing it 
here? 

g. John did not have it easy.  He also did not have all 
the answers.  I’ve heard people scared of sharing 
the gospel because they might get asked a 
question that they don’t know.  A person you’re 
sharing Christ with is not going to ask you about 
dispensationalism.  You may find it reassuring that 
John did not have all the answers either. 

2. MESSENGERS DON’T HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS 
a. (11:2-3) He sent a message by his disciples and 

asked Him, “Are You the One who is to come, or 
should we expect someone else?” 

i. He has seemed so sure when he baptized 
Jesus. 

ii. Jesus is preaching, teaching, healing.  He 
hasn’t grabbed a throne, established and 
army, and overthrown Rome. 

iii. Had John misunderstood the Messiah? 
b. Jesus’ answer (11:4-6) was a reference to Isaiah 35. 
c. John knew that he had an obligation to call people 

to repentance.  It was that call that led to his 
imprisonment. 

d. John did not let his uncertainty hinder his message.  
He didn’t let what he didn’t know stop him from 
telling what he did know. 

e. (John 9) Story of the man born blind.  “I was blind, 
but now I see.” 

i. Literally all he knew of Jesus was that He 
opened his eyes. 

ii. We insert our own doubts into testimony. 
f. You don’t have to have a theology degree to know 

what Jesus has done for you and share it with 
others. 



g. We know that John was a preacher with a message 
that people readily understood and that he didn’t 
necessarily understand everything, but we also 
know that he was very certain of his purpose. 

3. MESSENGERS ARE SENT WITH A PURPOSE 
a. (11:10) Look, I am sending My messenger ahead of 

You; he will prepare Your way before You.  
i. Jesus quotes Mal. 3:1 

ii. John’s specific purpose was to call people to 
repentance ahead of the arrival of Christ. 

iii. Our specific purpose is to call people to 
repentance ahead of the return of Christ. 

b. (Matt. 28:19-20) Go, therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe everything I have 
commanded you.  And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. 

i. Our stated purpose is to make disciples, 
baptize them, and teach them. 

c. (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come on you, and you will be My 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth. 

i. Our power to proclaim the good news of 
Christ does not come from our own 
intellect.  It comes from the Holy Spirit. 

ii. We are called to witness. 
d. As John was sent with a purpose, so are we.  We 

are messengers.  And messengers have the Lord’s 
attention. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 As we speed along toward Christmas, anticipating the 
presents that we receive in celebration of Jesus’ birthday, we 
must really pay attention to watch for His return.  We must also 



warn others to turn from their sins, turn to Him, and watch for His 
return.  If you are not a believer, you must turn your life over to 
Him! 
 
  


