
God Is With Us Dec 22, 2019 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
INTRODUCTION: How Many Kings by Downhere 
 
Follow the star to a place unexpected 
Would you believe, after all we’ve projected, 
A child in a manger? 
Lowly and small, the weakest of all 
Unlikeliest hero, wrapped in his mother’s shawl 
Just a child 
Is this who we’ve waited for? 
 
‘Cause how many kings step down from their thrones 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 
To romance a world that is torn all apart 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 
 
Bringing our gifts for the newborn Saviour 
All that we have whether costly or meek because we believe 
Gold for His honor and frankincense for His pleasure and myrrh 
for the cross He’ll suffer 
Do you believe, Is this who we’ve waited for? 
 
Today is the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Christ, the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world.   
  
MAIN TEXT (Matthew 11:2-11) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 Our passage today is from Matthew, who had been a tax 
collector turned disciple of Christ.  Matthew wrote his gospel in 
the 50s or 60s to prove to Jews that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah.  He was a Jew writing to Jews, but his words still have 



teachings for us today.  Today, we see in Matthew’s account of 
the birth of Jesus that JESUS WAS BORN SO THAT WE MAY BE 
REBORN, JESUS WAS BORN BECAUSE OF MERCY, JESUS WAS 
BORN TO RESCUE US, JESUS WAS BORN TO ABIDE WITH US, and 
JESUS’ BIRTH REQUIRES OBEDIENCE. 
  
PASSAGE OUTLINE:   

1. JESUS WAS BORN SO THAT WE MAY BE REBORN 
a. (John 3:3) Jesus replied, “I assure you: Unless 

someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. 

b. He who is spirit had to be born of flesh so that we 
who are flesh could be born of spirit. 

c. In our natural state of rejection of God, we are 
already dead in our sins.  Without rebirth, the only 
place we can go is hell. 

d. Even while we were dead in our sins, God’s mercy 
was so profound that He sent His Son.  Jesus was 
born because of God’s great mercy. 

2. JESUS WAS BORN BECAUSE OF MERCY 
a. (1:19) So her husband Joseph, being a righteous 

man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, 
decided to divorce her secretly. 

i. Being pregnant while engaged was 
scandalous. 

ii. Joseph could have had her stoned for 
adultery. 

iii. He could have publicly humiliated her, but 
instead, decided to have mercy. 

b. Of course, we understand that God’s mercy was 
being demonstrated in even sending His Son.   

i. He would be just to let us all perish. 
ii. He feels compassion for us in our sinful 

state and does not want us to stay there. 
c. (Eph. 2:4-5) But God, who is rich in mercy, because 

of His great love that He had for us, made us alive 



with the Messiah even though we were dead in 
trespasses. You are saved by grace. 

d. Because of God’s great love and mercy for us, Jesus 
was born to rescue us. 

3. JESUS WAS BORN TO RESCUE US 
a. (1:21) She will give birth to a son, and you are to 

name Him Jesus, because He will save his people 
from their sins. 

i. Jesus “Yahweh is salvation”.  Same name as 
Joshua.   

ii. Josephus mentions several men named 
“Jesus” in his writings. 

iii. A rather ordinary name for the Son of God. 
b. The “from their sins” is the important part.  Not 

just free from the consequence of our sins, but free 
from the sins themselves. 

c. Every sin is a prison, which binds us.  Only Jesus the 
Son of God can free us from these strongholds. 

d. He wants us to be free from our sins and wants to 
abide with us. 

4. JESUS WAS BORN TO ABIDE WITH US 
a. (1:23) See, the virgin will become pregnant and 

give birth to a son, and they will name Him 
Immanuel, which is translated “God is with us.” 

b. He did not come simply to walk through earth and 
pay the toll for our sins so that we could continue 
on our same destructive path.  He came to dwell 
with us. 

c. (John 15:5-8) “I am the vine; you are the branches. 
The one who remains in Me and I in him produces 
much fruit, because you can do nothing without 
Me. If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown 
aside like a branch and he withers. They gather 
them, throw them into the fire, and they are 
burned. If you remain in Me and My words remain 
in you, ask whatever you want and it will be done 



for you. My Father is glorified by this: that you 
produce much fruit and prove to be My disciples. 

d. Abiding in Jesus and with Jesus requires and will 
result in obedience.  Just as He demonstrated 
obedience to the Father, we must obey Him. 

5. JESUS’ BIRTH REQUIRES OBEDIENCE 
a. (1:24) When Joseph got up from sleeping, he did as 

the Lord’s angel had commanded him.  He married 
her but did not know her intimately until she gave 
birth to a son.  And he named Him Jesus. 

i. Joseph’s careful obedience was important.   
ii. If Joseph had not obeyed, Jesus could have 

been killed as an infant.  He would not have 
grown up in the required manner. 

b. His birth also requires our obedience.  Remember 
that He was born as the King.  Matthew 2 points 
that out to us.  And Jesus refers to His kingdom 
multiple times throughout scripture.  The king of 
any kingdom requires obedience from those who 
are subjects of the king. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Jesus came to save you and me.  God’s perfect world that 
He created was ruined by sin.  He came so that we could be free 
from that sin and be restored to right relationship with Him.  Are 
you in right relationship with the King of all Creation?  If not, I 
urge you to do that today! 
 
  


