
Mother’s Day 2020 May 10, 2020 
Exodus 2:1-10 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Welcome to the live stream of Sappony Baptist Church in 
Stony Creek, Virginia.  We are pleased to have you join us online.  
We look forward to the day that we can meet again in person!  
What a day of rejoicing that will be!  Do us a favor if you would, 
please like and comment to let us know that you’ve joined us.  
Audio of this sermon, along with sermon notes and information 
about our church will be available at sappony1773.org.   
 
INVOCATION (Adapted from T. T. Crabtree): 
 Heavenly Father, we thank You for our mothers’ love and 
patience and confidence in us. We have been graced by our 
mothers’ care for us and by their prayers for us. We have also 
been graced by your salvation, which we have not earned but, like 
our mothers’ care, is given freely and abundantly.  For these 
graces and gifts, we thank You.  In the name of Your Son Jesus 
Christ, Amen.  
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus 2:1-10 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 I’m sure that you did not expect a passage about a mother 
putting her baby into the river to be the Mother’s Day text.  What 
has happened up to this point is that the nation of Israel is 
growing, but it’s growing inside the borders of Egypt. Joseph got 
his whole family there to keep them from starving to death.  
Exodus 1:8 tells us that a new king who had not known Joseph 
came to power.  He was worried that the Israelites would become 
too powerful and take over, so he called in the Hebrew midwives 
and ordered them to kill the baby boys as they were born.  So, 
they would show up late and the boys would live.  Finally, we see 
in Exodus 1:22 that Pharaoh commands all his people to throw all 
the Hebrew boys into the Nile.  It is into this situation that Moses 



is born.  Today, we will see that Moses’ mother (Jochebed, Ex. 
6:20) PROTECTED HIM AS LONG AS SHE COULD, SHE TRUSTED 
GOD, SHE HAD TO LET HER CHILD GO, and GOD SAW THAT HE 
WAS RETURNED TO HER.  
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 
 

1. SHE PROTECTED HIM AS LONG AS SHE COULD 
a. (2:2-3) The woman became pregnant and gave 

birth to a son; when she saw that he was 
beautiful, she hid him for three months. But when 
she could no longer hide him, she got a papyrus 
basket for him and coated it with asphalt and 
pitch. 

b. (Heb. 11:23) By faith, after Moses was born, he 
was hidden by his parents for three months, 
because they saw that the child was beautiful, 
and they didn’t fear the king’s edict. 

c. It wasn’t going to be long before someone told that 
she had a baby boy, and any Egyptian, by law, 
would have thrown the baby into the river. 

d. A mother will do anything to protect her child. 
i. Maureen Lee was picking berries with her 

three-year-old daughter in Squamish 
BC when a cougar attacked, grabbing and 
rolling the little girl on the ground. Lee 
immediately wedged herself between the 
cougar and her girl, stood up with the cat 
on her back and “threw it off.” No biggie. 
The little girl later asked, “why didn’t the 
kitty play nice?” 

e. I know mothers of 50-year-olds that will still try to 
protect them.   

f. Jochebed wisely realized that she couldn’t protect 
her baby forever.  So she looked to God, and a plan 
was revealed. 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/now-she-knows-what-a-cougar-is/article4276779/


2. SHE TRUSTED GOD 
a. (2:3) She got a papyrus basket for him and coated it 

with asphalt and pitch. 
b. Basket: Used 28 times, only in reference to Noah’s 

ark and Moses’ basket. 
c. Clearly Jochebed took some inspiration from God’s 

deliverance of Noah. 
d. Had she continued to try to hide him, he would 

never have been able to fulfill the purpose for 
which he was born. 

 
3. SHE HAD TO LET HER CHILD GO 

a. At some point, by Pharaoh’s decree, her son was 
going into that river, whenever she got caught with 
him. 

b. She technically obeyed the law by putting her son 
into the Nile. 

c. She prepared him for it the best she could. 
d. His sister, Miriam, was likely a teenager.  She 

watched to see what would happen. 
 

4. GOD SAW THAT HE WAS RETURNED TO HER 
a. (2:5-6) Pharaoh’s daughter went down to bathe at 

the Nile while her servant girls walked along the 
riverbank. Seeing the basket among the reeds, she 
sent her slave girl to get it. When she opened it, 
she saw the child—a little boy, crying. She felt 
sorry for him and said, “This is one of the Hebrew 
boys.” 

b. God provides for Moses in really an unbelievable 
way.  The daughter of Pharaoh finds him and feels 
sorry for him.  She would violate her own father’s 
policy. 

c. (2:7-8) Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, 
“Should I go and call a woman from the Hebrews to 
nurse the boy for you?”  “Go,” Pharaoh’s daughter 



told her. So the girl went and called the boy’s 
mother. 

i. There was no such thing as a formula-fed 
baby at the time. 

d. (2:9-10) Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 
“Take this child and nurse him for me, and I will pay 
your wages.”  So the woman took the boy and 
nursed him. When the child grew older, she 
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he 
became her son. 

i. Not only did God give Jochebed more time 
with Moses, but He got her paid to care for 
him. 

ii. God rewarded this mother’s faithfulness 
and used Moses for His purposes. 

e. Mothers’, are you trusting God’s purposes with 
your children? 

f. Children, are you honoring the sacrifice and 
commitment of your mothers? 

g. Our primary purpose here today is not to glorify 
mothers, but in fact, to glorify God’s giving of 
mothers to us.  

h. There are plenty of mothers out there praying for 
their children to know Christ.  Who is ready to 
know Christ today? 

 
5. GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

a. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from 
God. 

i. Everyone sins. 
ii. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us 

and Him. 
b. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take 

care of our sin problem. 
i. Religion? 

ii. Trying harder? 



iii. Generosity? 
c. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do 

for ourselves. 
i. He lived a sinless life 

ii. He died for our sins. 
iii. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

d. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is 
a free gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

i. Realize you are a sinner. 
ii. Repent of your sin. 

iii. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 
e. Three questions 

i. Do you understand what you have heard, 
and does it make sense to you? 

ii. Is there any reason you can give God that 
God would accept why you could not 
receive Christ into your life? 

iii. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your 
salvation? 

 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
 
If you just prayed this prayer for the first time and are now a new 
believer, please let us know in the comments so that we can reach 
out to you to help you get started in your new life in Christ. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 


