
The Good Shepherd May 17, 2020 
John 10:1-18 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Welcome to the live stream of Sappony Baptist Church in 
Stony Creek, Virginia.  We are pleased to have you join us online.  
We look forward to the day that we can meet again in person!  
What a day of rejoicing that will be!  Do us a favor if you would, 
please like and comment to let us know that you’ve joined us.  
Audio of this sermon, along with sermon notes and information 
about our church will be available at sappony1773.org.   
 
INVOCATION: 
Gracious and merciful Father, we are thankful today for Your care 
over us.  We thank You that You continue to protect us from 
illness.  We thank You that You have allowed us to gather in this 
manner, across time and space, in order to learn Your word.  We 
thank You for Your word.  We ask that You help us to understand 
it; help us to apply it and help us to see Your love and Your grace 
in it.  In the name above all names, the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: John 10:1-18 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 I started to preach this message two weeks ago, on the 
Sunday before Mother’s Day, but became convinced in my study 
that we needed familiarity with the chapter before it in order for 
this to make sense.  That’s why we addressed chapter nine two 
weeks ago, so that you could get the background into the words 
of Jesus in chapter 10.   
 If you recall, in chapter 9, Jesus gives sight to a man that 
was born blind, and people can’t believe it.  They are denying, and 
when that don’t work, they take to accusing Christ, and then 
denying some more.  We discussed that people do that today; 
they deny Christ, accuse Him (and His followers), and deny Him 
some more. 



 So now, if we look at the very end of chapter 9, we see 
that Jesus is talking to the Pharisees, the religious leaders of His 
day.  They do not recognize Him as the Messiah and accuse Him of 
being a sinner because He broke the Sabbath by miraculously 
healing someone.  If their hearts weren’t so hard, they could have 
seen that He fulfilled the OT prophecies about the Messiah.  They 
should have welcomed Him.  In the verses that follow, Jesus tells 
about FALSE SHEPHERDS and THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 
 

1. FALSE SHEPHERDS 
a. Don’t come in by the door. They climb in from the 

outside. 
i. Explain the sheep pen. 

ii. The one at the gate would only let in the 
shepherds that were supposed to be there. 

b. The sheep don’t know them and will not follow 
them. 

c. (10:8) “All who came before Me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep didn’t listen to them.” 

i. He is talking about the Pharisees to their 
face and they don’t understand it. 

ii. They are trying to put themselves in the 
place of the Shepherd. 

d. (10:12) The hired man, since he is not the shepherd 
and doesn’t own the sheep, leaves them and runs 
away when he sees a wolf coming. 

i. False shepherds will abandon you in danger. 
ii. He leaves the sheep open to destruction. 

2. THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
a. Comes in the front door (10:2) 
b. The sheep recognize His voice. 

i. They are not deceived by false teaching. 
c. (10:7) Jesus refers to Himself as the door of the 

sheep. 



i. The Pharisees were trying to be the 
gatekeepers of the Kingdom.  That is Jesus’ 
place. 

d. (10:9-10) A thief comes only to steal and to kill and 
to destroy. I have come so that they might have life 
and have it in abundance. 

i. This is often taught as a prosperity gospel. 
ii. Pay attention to the word LIFE.  As opposed 

to death, which is what you get if you follow 
a false shepherd. 

e. (10:11) The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. 

i. Here, Jesus is referring to His work on the 
cross. 

f. (10:17) He also has the authority to take up His life 
again. 

i. He proved this on the cross. 
3. GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

a. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from 
God. 

i. Everyone sins. 
ii. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us 

and Him. 
b. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take 

care of our sin problem. 
i. Religion? 

ii. Trying harder? 
iii. Generosity? 

c. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves. 

i. He lived a sinless life 
ii. He died for our sins. 

iii. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 
d. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is 

a free gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 
i. Realize you are a sinner. 



ii. Repent of your sin. 
iii. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

e. Three questions 
i. Do you understand what you have heard, 

and does it make sense to you? 
ii. Is there any reason you can give God that 

God would accept why you could not 
receive Christ into your life? 

iii. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your 
salvation? 

 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
 
If you just prayed this prayer for the first time and are now a new 
believer, please let us know in the comments so that we can reach 
out to you to help you get started in your new life in Christ. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 


