
He Was Taken Up May 24, 2020 
Acts 1:1-14 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Welcome to the live stream of Sappony Baptist Church in 
Stony Creek, Virginia.  We are pleased to have you join us online.  
We look forward to the day that we can meet again in person!  
What a day of rejoicing that will be!  Do us a favor if you would, 
please like and comment to let us know that you’ve joined us.  
Audio of this sermon, along with sermon notes and information 
about our church will be available at sappony1773.org.   
 
INVOCATION: 
Gracious Father, we once again thank You for allowing us to 
gather online to worship You in spirit and in truth. We thank You 
for the continued health that You have given us. We thank You for 
the technology that allows us to gather across time and space.  
We thank You for Your word; holy, inerrant, infallible.  We thank 
You for the presence of Your Holy Spirit in us.  Allow us to 
understand Your word and take it to heart today.  In the name of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 1:1-14 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 Acts is authored by Luke as a continuation of his account 
of the gospel.  Acts picks up where Luke ends, immediately before 
Christ ascends into heaven.  Remember that on Good Friday He 
was crucified, on Resurrection Sunday (Easter) He rose from the 
grave, and He’s been walking around proving Himself alive for 40 
days.  When we begin Acts, He is about to ascend to the Father, 
which is what we call the Ascension, then next week we will 
discuss the receiving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Today, we 
will look at THE PROOF, THE PROMISE, THE ASCENSION, and 
WAITING PRAYERFULLY. 
 



SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 
 

1. THE PROOF (1:1-3) 
a. (1:3) Many convincing proofs 
b. Mary Magdalene at the tomb 
c. The Emmaus Disciples 
d. Where the Disciples were hiding (twice at least) 
e. At the mountain 
f. At the Sea of Tiberius (Peter’s restoration) 
g. (1 Cor. 15:3-8) For I passed on to you as most 

important what I also received: That Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures, that He was 
buried, that He was raised on the third day 
according to the scriptures, and that He appeared 
to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He appeared 
to over 500 brothers at one time; most of them are 
still alive, but some have fallen asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of 
all, as to one abnormally born, He also appeared to 
me. 

 
2. THE PROMISE (1:4-8) 

a. He commanded them to wait 
i. (1:4) He commanded them to not leave 

Jerusalem. 

ii. (1:5) He promised the Holy Spirit 

iii. (1:6) He did not promise a political kingdom 

b. He commanded them to go 
i. (1:8) He promised the power of the Holy 

Spirit 
ii. (1:8) He commanded them to be witnesses 

to the things that He had done. 
c. They were to wait and pray until the Holy Spirit had 

come, then they were to go into the world.  He did 
not tell them how long they would have to wait. 

 



3. THE ASCENSION (1:9-11) 
a. (1:9) He was taken up as they were watching 

i. This appears to have happened slowly 
b. (1:10) Suddenly two men in white clothes stood 

beside them. 
i. (Luke 24:1-8) On the first day of the week, 

very early in the morning, they came to the 
tomb, bringing the spices they had 
prepared. They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb. They went in but did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they 
were perplexed about this, suddenly two 
men stood by them in dazzling clothes. So, 
the women were terrified and bowed down 
to the ground. “Why are you looking for the 
living among the dead?” asked the men. 
“He is not here, but He has been 
resurrected! Remember how He spoke to 
you when He was still in Galilee, saying, 
‘The Son of Man must be betrayed into the 
hands of sinful men, be crucified, and rise 
on the third day’?” And they remembered 
His words. 

c. (1:11) This Jesus, who has been taken from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way that you 
have seen Him going into heaven. 

d. Pay attention to the bookends 
i. The forty days that Jesus walked around 

resurrected were bookended by the two 
men in dazzling clothes explaining what had 
happened. 

ii. Christ’s earthly ministry was bookended by 
two periods of forty days.  In the first, He 
defeated temptation; in the second, He 
proved He had defeated death. 



iii. The Holy Spirit descended on Him like a 
dove at His baptism, right before the first 40 
days.  He ascended into heaven right after 
the second 40 days and promised the Holy 
Spirit to man. 

e. He had to ascend so that He could send the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
4. WAITING PRAYERFULLY (1:12-14) 

a. (1:12) They returned to Jerusalem to wait. 
i. Jesus did not tell them how long they would 

have to wait. 
ii. He has also not told us how long we will 

have to wait until His return. 
iii. We are often not very good at waiting. 

b. (1:13-14) They went to the upper room and were 
continually united in prayer. 

i. They effectively used their time that they 
were waiting. 

ii. For the last nine weeks, we have had to 
wait and be united in prayer.  Have we been 
effectively using the time we are forced to 
wait? 

c. Have the last several weeks shown you that you 
need Christ? 

 
5. GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

a. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from 
God. 

i. Everyone sins. 
ii. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us 

and Him. 
b. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take 

care of our sin problem. 
i. Religion? 

ii. Trying harder? 



iii. Generosity? 
c. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do 

for ourselves. 
i. He lived a sinless life 

ii. He died for our sins. 
iii. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

d. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is 
a free gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

i. Realize you are a sinner. 
ii. Repent of your sin. 

iii. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 
e. Three questions 

i. Do you understand what you have heard, 
and does it make sense to you? 

ii. Is there any reason you can give God that 
God would accept why you could not 
receive Christ into your life? 

iii. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your 
salvation? 

 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
 
If you just prayed this prayer for the first time and are now a new 
believer, please let us know in the comments so that we can reach 
out to you to help you get started in your new life in Christ. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 


