
In Our Own Language May 31, 2020 
Acts 2:1-13 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Welcome to the live stream of Sappony Baptist Church in 
Stony Creek, Virginia.  We are pleased to have you join us online.  
We look forward to the day that we can meet again in person!  
What a day of rejoicing that will be!  Do us a favor if you would, 
please like and comment to let us know that you’ve joined us.  
Audio of this sermon, along with sermon notes and information 
about our church will be available at sappony1773.org.   
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank You once again allowing us to 
gather in this manner.  We thank You for the privilege of getting 
to know You better as we come to worship You.  We welcome 
Your Holy Spirit into our gathering today.  Cause us to know and 
experience Your presence with us today.  In the name of Your Son 
Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 2:1-21 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 Last week, we spoke about the Ascension of Christ to His 
Father.  Immediately before ascending, Jesus commanded the 
disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit.  So, they went 
back and prayed together and waited.  That is where we pick up 
today. Today, we are going to notice the sound, the sight, and the 
speech. 
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 
 

1. THE SOUND 
a. (2:1-2) When the day of Pentecost had arrived, 

they were all together in one place. Suddenly a 
sound like that of a violent rushing wind came 



from heaven, and it filled the whole house where 
they were staying. 

b. This sound could not be missed.   
c. It’s a sound like a violent wind. 
d. Wind [pnoé, Strong’s 4157] more commonly used 

for breathing. From the same root word as spirit. 
e. Several OT passages provide a visual of this: 

i. (Gen 2:7) God breathing life into man 
ii. (Ezekiel 37:9-10) Breathing life into the dry 

bones. 
iii. (Exodus 19:18-19) When Moses was going 

up to receive the Law. 
f. Besides the sound of wind, there was also a sight to 

behold. 
 

2. THE SIGHT 
a. (2:3) And tongues, like flames of fire that were 

divided, appeared to them and rested on each 
one of them. 

i. Exodus 19:18 again 
ii. The burning bush 

iii. The pillar of fire 
b. Fire is a visual representation of the Spirit. 
c. There can be no doubt from the sound of the wind 

and the sight of the tongues as of fire that it was 
God’s Holy Spirit coming upon them in that place. 

 
3. THE SPEECH 

a. What it was NOT 
i. Meaningless jabbering 

ii. “Tongues of angels” 
iii. Some “ecstatic prayer language” 

b. What it WAS 
i. (2:4) Then they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in different 
languages as the Spirit gave them ability. 



ii. These were known languages understood 
by people nearby. 

iii. It was a miracle of speech, not a miracle of 
hearing. 

c. (2:5) There were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout 
men from every nation under heaven. 

i. 586 B. C.  The Babylonian captivity 
ii. 538 B. C.  Cyrus allows rebuilding of the 

Temple. 
iii. Not everyone returned. Many Jews 

remained scattered. 
iv. Many made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem for 

the Feast of Weeks (50 days after Passover). 
v. They would have spoken a variety of 

languages as their first languages. 
d. (2:6) When this sound occurred, a crowd came 

together and was confused because each one 
heard them speaking in his own language. 

i. The sound was what drew the crowd. 
ii. The speech was what confused them. 

e. (2:7-8) And they were astounded and amazed, 
saying, “Look, aren’t all of these who are speaking 
Galileans?  How is it that each of us can hear in 
our own native language? 

i. Most would have spoken Aramaic as a 
second language; their native language 
would have been the language where they 
were from. 

ii. This miracle was not one of necessity, but 
one to prove the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. 

f. (2:9-11) The list given here is meant to be 
representative, not all-inclusive.  

i. There is no need to whittle it to 12 for the 
disciples (1:15) mentions 120. 



ii. There’s also no need to make it a miracle of 
hearing instead of speech, because that 
would imply that the Holy Spirit was on the 
hearers. 

iii. What they spoke was important “The 
magnificent acts of God” 

g. They could have just as easily spoken Aramaic and 
been understood by all.  This was to be 
demonstrably a miracle. 

h. Even though it was miraculous, some refused to 
believe.  (2:13) But some sneered and said, “They 
are full of new wine!” 

i. Admitting the miracle requires 
acknowledging the moral authority of the 
miracle giver. 

i. The disciples proclaiming the magnificent acts of 
God led to the people hearing a sermon. 

i. This also holds true today.  As we proclaim 
what God is doing, we can bring people to 
hear a sermon. 

ii. Next week we will go into the content of 
the sermon, but it leads to 3000 people 
being saved. 

iii. Are you saved? 
 

4. GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 
a. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from 

God. 
i. Everyone sins. 

ii. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us 
and Him. 

b. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take 
care of our sin problem. 

i. Religion? 
ii. Trying harder? 

iii. Generosity? 



c. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves. 

i. He lived a sinless life 
ii. He died for our sins. 

iii. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 
d. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is 

a free gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 
i. Realize you are a sinner. 

ii. Repent of your sin. 
iii. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

e. Three questions 
i. Do you understand what you have heard, 

and does it make sense to you? 
ii. Is there any reason you can give God that 

God would accept why you could not 
receive Christ into your life? 

iii. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your 
salvation? 

 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
 
If you just prayed this prayer for the first time and are now a new 
believer, please let us know in the comments so that we can reach 
out to you to help you get started in your new life in Christ. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 


