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Acts 2:14-41 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank you for the awesome privilege of 
coming to Your house to worship You today.  We have missed this 
time together and are glad to be back.  Lord, we lift up those who 
could not join us this morning, and we ask that You bless them 
with health.  We lift to You those who have chosen to join us 
online and thank You for the technology that allows them to do 
so.  We lift those who have chosen not to be here due to health 
risks.  We know that this was a difficult decision, and we ask that 
You give them peace regarding the decision.  In the name of Jesus 
Christ, Amen.  
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Welcome to Sappony Baptist Church.  We are pleased to 
be gathered here this morning, and for those who are joining us 
via Facebook Live, we’re glad that you’re with us as well.  Our 
service this morning is going to be different than our normal 
“gathered” service, in that we can’t (or shouldn’t) do some of the 
things that we would normally do.  We will not be singing this 
morning.  We will not have the children’s sermon, extended 
session, or nursery.   We will not pass the offering plate, so if you 
have brought a gift for the Lord, we ask that you drop it in the 
plate by the door on your way out.  We ask that you please keep 
your mask on and maintain social distancing for the duration of 
the service.  And now, if you are able please rise in reverence to 
the reading of the Word of the Lord. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 2:14-41 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 Last week we discussed Pentecost and the disciples 
receiving the Holy Spirit and speaking languages that they didn’t 
know, but were known to others, proclaiming the mighty works of 



God.  We noticed in verse 13 that some present and hearing what 
was going on thought them to be drunk.  That’s where we pick up 
today.  Today, we are going to look at the text of Peter’s sermon 
at Pentecost.  We’re going to see how Peter answered three 
fundamental questions.  I think that these are questions that you 
should look to have answered in a sermon that you listen to.  
Some of you may have been looking for these answers in sermons 
without even realizing it.  Three questions you should be looking 
to have answered are: Why is this happening?  How is Jesus 
involved? And what must we do? 
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 
 

1. WHY IS THIS HAPPENING? (2:14-21) 
a. What was happening?  They were drawn to the 

disciples by the sound of a violent rushing wind 
(2:6).  Then they hear the disciples speaking in 
languages that they should not be able to speak 
proclaiming the mighty works of God.  That would 
naturally lead to the question, “What is going on 
here?” 

b. Do we ever look around and wonder, “What is 
going on here?”  Or, “Why is this happening?”  
Sure, we do.  And many people try to answer these 
questions for us.   

i. Some people think that Coronavirus is a 
plot to get us all secretly implanted with 
microchips during vaccinations. 

ii. Some people think that the riots are a plot 
to overthrow the President. 

iii. I think that the current situation is being 
used to call people to repentance. 

c. Peter used the scripture (Joel and Isaiah) to explain 
what was happening. 

i. (2:17-21) Peter used scripture that should 
have been familiar to most in attendance to 



explain to the crowd what they were 
seeing. 

ii. He also used this scripture to point out that 
it was from God. 

iii. “Then everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.” 

d. The scripture has the answers for why the world is 
the way it is.  It’s the way it is because of sin.  Sin is 
the reason that the sacrifice of Jesus was 
necessary. 

 
2. HOW IS JESUS INVOLVED? (2:22-36) 

a. Peter then turns to Jesus.  “This Jesus the Nazarene 
was a man pointed out to you by God with 
miracles, wonders and signs that God did among 
you through Him, just as you yourselves know.” 

i. You saw Jesus at work, and this is how. 
b. His sacrifice was according to God’s plan. 
c. You killed Him because of your sin. 

i. Every one of us is guilty before God. 
ii. There is nothing we can do to remove our 

guilt. 
d. (2:24) God raised Him from the dead. 

i. This is the proof that His death was 
sufficient. 

ii. This was also foretold in scripture (2:25-28). 
iii. Peter also showed that David was clearly 

not talking about himself in the prophecy. 
iv. (2:32) “God has resurrected this Jesus. We 

are all witnesses of this.” 
v. Since Christ was risen and proved that He 

was who He claimed to be, their guilt 
became obvious to them. 

e. (2:36) “Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah!” 



3. WHAT MUST WE DO? 
a. When they realized their guilt (conviction), they 

had one question.  “What must we do?” 
b. The same thing Peter tells them is what I tell you. 

i. Repent 
ii. Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins. 
iii. You will receive the Holy Spirit. 

c. Maybe you are ready to turn to Christ today? 
 

4. GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 
a. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from 

God. 
i. Everyone sins. 

ii. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us 
and Him. 

b. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take 
care of our sin problem. 

i. Religion? 
ii. Trying harder? 

iii. Generosity? 
c. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do 

for ourselves. 
i. He lived a sinless life 

ii. He died for our sins. 
iii. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

d. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is 
a free gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

i. Realize you are a sinner. 
ii. Repent of your sin. 

iii. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 
e. Three questions 

i. Do you understand what you have heard, 
and does it make sense to you? 



ii. Is there any reason you can give God that 
God would accept why you could not 
receive Christ into your life? 

iii. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your 
salvation? 

 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
 
If you just prayed this prayer for the first time and are now a new 
believer, please let us know in the comments so that we can reach 
out to you to help you get started in your new life in Christ. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 


