
Come to the Well June 14, 2020 
John 4:1-42 
 
INVOCATION: 
 
Gracious Lord, we are thankful to be able to worship You today in 
Spirit and in truth.  We thank You for Your love, Your protection, 
and Your church.  We thank You that as the world descends 
further into chaos, that we may come into Your presence and fix 
our eyes on You.  We thank You for Your Son, who has redeemed 
us.  And we thank You for life everlasting that is available through 
Christ. 
 
In the name of Your Son Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
  
Thank you for joining us this morning, and for those joining online 
as well.  Our text this morning is from John 4 
 
MAIN TEXT (John 4:1-42) LENGTHY READ! 
 
BACKGROUND 
   
 Today, we are going to see an awesome conversion story. 
We see what happens when a sinful woman encounters Jesus.  
We will see that JESUS GOES WHERE MOST WON’T, TALKS TO 
SOMEONE MOST WON’T, TELLS HER THE STATE OF MAN, TELLS 
HER THE STATE OF HER OWN LIFE, TELLS HER ABOUT TRUE 
WORSHIP and REVEALS HIMSELF TO HER. This woman, as the 
result, SHARES THE GOSPEL, and MANY PEOPLE COME TO KNOW 
CHRIST.  In short, Jesus is showing us how sharing the gospel 
works. 
  
PASSAGE OUTLINE:   

1. JESUS GOES WHERE MOST WON’T (4:1-6) 



a. Background of Samaria 
i. Divided kingdom 

ii. Intermarried with others 
iii. Lost their tribal identities 

b. Why good Jews went around. 
i. Samaritans were considered religious half-

breeds. 
ii. It was farther to go around Samaria than 

through it, but most Jews went around. 
 

2. JESUS TALKS TO SOMEONE MOST WON’T (4:7-12) 
a. She was a woman and a Samaritan. And that was 

just what could be seen. 
b. There was a reason that she was there at that time 

of day. 
c. A simple conversation starter: “Give Me a drink” 
d. Her response was less than gracious 
e. Jesus answered, “If you knew the gift of God and 

who is saying to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would 
ask Him, and He would give you living water. 

f. Her appeal to religious tradition 
i. You don’t even have a bucket. 

ii. Are you greater than our father Jacob? 
 

3. JESUS TELLS HER THE STATE OF MAN (4:13-15) 
a. Everyone will get thirsty again. 

i. Nothing on this earth is eternally satisfying. 
ii. Has anyone here decided that they are so 

satisfied that they never need another drink 
of water?  Or another bite of food? 

b. “Give me this water” 
i. She is still thinking physically. 

 
4. JESUS TELLS HER THE STATE OF HER LIFE (4:16-20) 

a. (4:16) She’s had five husbands and is now shacked 
up. 



b. This is why she was at the well when nobody else 
was.  Everyone would have known about her. 

i. She had a lot of strikes against her: 
Samaritan, woman, immoral 

ii. Jesus confronted her with all of it! 
 
 

5. JESUS TELLS HER ABOUT TRUE WORSHIP (4:21-24) 
a. Background on Samaritan worship 
b. We are to worship in spirit and truth. 

 
 

6. JESUS REVEALS HIMSELF TO HER (4:25-26) 
a. She mentions the Messiah. 
b. (4:26) I AM 

 
 

7. THE WOMAN SHARES THE GOSPEL (4:27-28) 
a. She left so quickly that she left her water jar. 
b. Who did she tell? 

i. Depending on which translation you have, it 
will read “men” or “people”.   

ii. [Anthropos] Strong’s 444. Can be “men” or 
“mankind” 

iii. Given her reputation, maybe the women 
wouldn’t have listened to her. 

 
8. JESUS POINTS OUT THE HARVEST (4:34-38) 

a. (4:35) Open your eyes and look at the fields, for 
they are ready for harvest. 

b. (4:36) The reaper is receiving pay and gathering 
fruit for eternal life, so the sower and reaper can 
rejoice together. 

 
 

9. MANY PEOPLE COME TO KNOW CHRIST (4:39-42) 



a. (4:39) Now many Samaritans from that town 
believed in Him because of what the woman said 
when she testified. 

i. Remember who the Samaritans were. 
ii. The woman did what? 

b. (4:40) They asked Him to stay, and he stayed 2 
more days. 

c. (4:41) Many more believed because of what He 
said. 

d. (4:42) And they told the woman, “We no longer 
believe because of what you said, for we have 
heard for ourselves and know that this really is the 
Savior of the world.” 

i. Her testimony got them in the door. 
ii. Getting to know Christ kept them there. 

 
1. GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

a. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from 
God. 

i. Everyone sins. 
ii. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us 

and Him. 
b. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take 

care of our sin problem. 
i. Religion? 

ii. Trying harder? 
iii. Generosity? 

c. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves. 

i. He lived a sinless life 
ii. He died for our sins. 

iii. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 
d. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is 

a free gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 
i. Realize you are a sinner. 

ii. Repent of your sin. 



iii. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 
e. Three questions 

i. Do you understand what you have heard, 
and does it make sense to you? 

ii. Is there any reason you can give God that 
God would accept why you could not 
receive Christ into your life? 

iii. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your 
salvation? 

I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
If you have prayed this prayer for the first time, please reach out 
to me after the service so that we can help you to begin your new 
life in Christ. 
 
 


