
 
The Forgiving Father June 21, 2020 
Luke 15:11-32 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Heavenly Father, we thank You for the privilege of being 
here in Your presence today.  We thank You for our fathers that 
You have given to us to train us up in the way that we should go.  
We thank You for the fathers who are present today and for those 
who have gone on to glory.  We are reminded that as we honor 
them, we honor You who gave them to us.   In the name of Your 
Son Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Welcome to Sappony Baptist Church.  We are pleased to 
be gathered here this morning, in person and virtually.  As a 
reminder, we will not pass the offering plate, so if you have 
brought a gift for the Lord, we ask that you drop it in the plate by 
the door on your way out.  We ask that you please keep your 
mask on and maintain social distancing for the duration of the 
service.  And now, if you are able please rise in reverence to the 
reading of the Word of the Lord. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 15:11-32 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 Luke presents a lot of Jesus’ teaching, but today, we will 
look at the story most commonly known as “The Prodigal Son.”  I 
actually prefer to think of it as “The Forgiving Father,” and you will 
soon see why.  Something has happened if you look back at 15:1-3 
that we can’t ignore.  “All the tax collectors and sinners were 
approaching to listen to Him.  And the Pharisees and scribes were 
complaining, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them!’”  
Jesus’ response is to tell the story of leaving 99 sheep to find the 
lost one.  He immediately follows it with the parable of the lost 
coin.  He then goes on to apply these principles to a lost person.  



The religious leaders didn’t want lost people to come to Jesus.  
But Jesus did.  Today, we will see that THE SON REBELLED, THE 
SON RETURNED, THE FATHER REJOICED, but THE OLDER SON 
RAILED. 
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 
 

1. THE SON REBELLED 
a. (15:12) The younger of them said to his father, 

“Father, give me the share of the estate that I have 
coming to me.” 

i. I want your money but not you. 
ii. We do the same thing when we want God’s 

blessings without Him. 
b. (15:13) He went to a distant country and blew his 

inheritance on wild living. 
i. He put physical distance and lifestyle 

distance between himself and his father. 
ii. (Miranda Lambert) “Everybody Dies Famous 

in a Small Town”.  “Whether you’re late for 
church or stuck in jail, word’s gonna get 
around.” 

iii. People who want to live lifestyles that are 
displeasing to the Father seek to distance 
themselves from Him. 

c. He lived like his money was going to last forever, 
but then it didn’t. 

 
2. THE SON RETURNED 

a. (15:15) He went to work for one of the citizens of 
that country feeding pigs. 

i. As a Jew, that would be a horrifying 
thought.   

ii. Think a rich young man reduced to cleaning 
port-johns. 

b. (15:17) When he came to his senses… 



i. There comes a point when we are faced 
with the truth about our situation. 

ii. The prodigal son here has recognized just 
how far he has wandered away from home. 

c. We can’t miss the son’s repentance: (15:18) “I have 
sinned against heaven and in your sight.  I’m no 
longer worthy to be called your son. 

i. Repentance is recognizing our sin and 
turning away from it. 

ii. We can’t come to the Father unless we 
recognize our sinful hearts and attitudes.  
Thinking of ourselves as “good people” 
minimizes our depravity and minimizes 
Christ’s sacrifice. 

 
3. THE FATHER REJOICED 

a. (15:20) While he was a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion. 

i. Any of you parents, have you been filled 
with compassion when your child is 
suffering as the result of their own poor 
choices? 

ii. This father loved his son and rushed to him 
and forgave him. 

b. (15:22-24) The father threw a party! 
i. He rejoiced to have his son back! 

ii. Best robe, ring, sandals and the fattened 
calf. 

c. This is the way God the Father welcomes us when 
we come to Him.  (15:10) “I tell you, in the same 
way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels 
over one sinner who repents.” 

d. Not everyone was happy to see the son restored. 
 

4. THE OLDER SON RAILED 



a. (15:28) “Then he became angry and didn’t want to 
go in.  So his father came out and pleaded with 
him. But he replied to his father, ‘Look, I have been 
slaving many years for you, and I have never 
disobeyed your orders, yet you never gave me a 
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  
But when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your assets with prostitutes, you 
slaughtered the fattened calf for him.” 

i. This was the behavior of the religious.  They 
didn’t want the tax collectors and sinners to 
receive grace. 

ii. I think that they liked having people to look 
down on. 

b. (15:31-32) This brother of yours was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found. 

c. God always rejoices when the lost are found.  And 
so should we. 

 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 



a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
If you have prayed this prayer for the first time, please reach out 
to me after the service so that we can help you to begin your new 
life in Christ. 
 


