
Summer of Psalms: Lament June 28, 2020 
Psalm 12:1-8 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank You today for allowing us to 
gather here to worship You.  We thank You for allowing us health 
sufficient to be here.  We give You praise for the protection that 
You have provided for us.  We welcome Your presence in this 
place.  We set aside our distractions and our cares and come 
ready to hear from You.  In the name of Your Son, Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Welcome to Sappony Baptist Church.  We are pleased to 
be gathered here this morning, in person and virtually.  As a 
reminder, we will not pass the offering plate, so if you have 
brought a gift for the Lord, we ask that you drop it in the plate by 
the door on your way out.  We ask that you please keep your 
mask on and maintain social distancing for the duration of the 
service.  And now, if you are able please rise in reverence to the 
reading of the Word of the Lord. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 12:1-8 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 For the next few weeks, we’re going to look at some 
Psalms.  There are 150 Psalms in the book of Psalms.  In the 
original Hebrew, they are divided into five different books, and 
there are several types of psalms, but all types are in all books.  
Several scholars have tried to classify the psalms into categories, 
but some could belong in multiple categories.  This is because 
they are poetry, and much poetry define neat categorization.  
Psalms is basically the hymnal of Israel.  Many of them contain 
notes such as “for the choir director.”   
 Over the next five weeks, we are going to look at some 
different types of psalms.  We will see Lament (today), 
Thanksgiving, Hymns, Royal Psalms, and Imprecatory psalms.  The 



idea is that over the next few weeks, you will come to love 
reading the psalms and that you will see the beauty, the pain, the 
joy, and even the prophecy contained in them.  I really want you 
to see how they are still valuable to us today.   
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 
 

1. Today, we will look at a psalm of lament.  A lament is a 
“passionate expression of grief or sorrow.”  Of the 150 
psalms, 56 are psalms of lamentation.  There are both 
individual and community laments.  Have any of you 
experienced deep sorrow or grief?  These aren’t just about 
expressing the grief of the writer of the psalm, but they 
can be a real help in expressing your grief as well. We’re 
going to see an example of things that are frequently 
mentioned in these type psalms, which are the problem, 
the praise, and the protection of God. 

2. PROBLEM:  (12:1) Help, Lord, for no faithful one remains; 
the loyal have disappeared from the human race. 

a. Sure, this was talking about ancient Israel. 
b. Paul would later quote Psalms when he wrote, 

“There is no one righteous, not even one. There is 
no one who understands; there is no one who 
seeks God. (Rom. 3:10-11) 

c. Could the same be said of our time? 
i. People are only loyal to themselves. 

ii. People reject God like almost never before. 
iii. People want to shut down the church and 

remove God from the public sphere. 
3. (12:2) They lie to one another, they speak with flattering 

lips and deceptive hearts. 
a. This is going on in churches this morning.  

Preachers are preaching a false gospel of self-
esteem and material prosperity instead of worship 
of God and being poor in spirit. 



b. This is going on in the political sphere.  People will 
tell you what you want so that you’ll vote for their 
agenda. 

4. (12:3-4) May the Lord cut off all flattering lips and the 
tongue that speaks boastfully.  They say, “Through our 
tongues we have power; our lips are our own—who can 
be our master? 

a. This is a bit imprecatory, but that’s a discussion for 
another day. 

b. I really more read this as “God, you see what’s 
going on.  Why don’t you stop them?” 

c. Why don’t God stop evil?  Because we brought evil 
into the world through sin. 

5. PROTECTION (12:5) Because of the oppression of the 
afflicted and the groaning of the poor, I will now rise up,” 
says the Lord.  “I will put the one who longs for it in a 
safe place.” 

a. The Lord does pay attention to the poor and 
afflicted.  He may let things get bad, but He will 
provide relief for them. 

b. Israel’s oppression of the poor is one of the 
reasons that God let Babylon take them into 
captivity. 

c. If He will do that to His own chosen people, what 
will He do to America? 

6. PRAISE (12:6) The words of the Lord are pure words, like 
silver refined in an earthen furnace, purified seven times. 

a. Unlike fallen man, the Lord is always true.  His 
word is always trustworthy.  

b. (12:7) You, Lord, will guard us; You will protect us 
from this generation forever. 

7. (12:8) The wicked wander everywhere, and what is 
worthless is exalted by the human race. 

a. The world tries to get you to live your life for things 
that have no eternal value. 



b. Your possessions, your endless search of pleasure 
and leisure, your self-centered lifestyle:  These are 
things that are all worthless, yet society exalts 
them. 

8. The most important thing is that you know and live for 
Christ. 

 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 



I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
If you have prayed this prayer for the first time, please reach out 
to me after the service so that we can help you to begin your new 
life in Christ. 
 


