
Summer of Psalms: Wisdom Psalms July 26, 2020 
Psalm 1:1-6 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, as we enter Your sanctuary, we give You 
honor, glory, and praise.  We are not here today for what we get 
from You, but for what we give to You, which is our worship and 
our service to You.  Receive our worship this morning as we 
worship You in Spirit and in Truth.  In Your church, Lord, be 
glorified today.  In the name of Your Son the Christ, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN #415: Moment by Moment 
HYMN #424: Heavenly Sunlight 
HYMN #485: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
 NAMB Missionaries: Jonathan and Yesenia Santiago, PR 
 Phyllis: Stroke 
 Wanda: Heart attack 
 COVID:  
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 1:1-6 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 We are continuing to look at some psalms this summer, to 
gain an appreciation for them.  Today, we are going to look at a 
psalm that’s categorized as both a wisdom psalm and a Torah 



poem.  Today, we are going to see that Psalm 1 contrasts the WAY 
OF THE WISE with the WAY OF THE WICKED. 
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 

1. WAY OF THE WISE 
a. What he doesn’t do 

i. (1:1) He doesn’t follow the advice of the 
wicked.  The wicked have a lot of advice for 
us. 

1. They want us to fear. 
2. They want us to keep quiet. 
3. They want us to live like they live. 

ii. (1:1) He doesn’t take the path of sinners. 
1. Those who live selfishly 
2. Those who live in rebellion to God’s 

word. 
3. The path of sinners leads to hell. 

iii. (1:1) He doesn’t join a group of mockers. 
1. We are asked to live in a way that 

doesn’t make sense to the world. 
2. They will mock us for that. 
3. I have seen Christians become 

mockers, too.  Ask a Baptist 
preacher to describe a Pentecostal 
church service and you’ll see. 

b. What he does do 
i. (1:2) He delights in the Lord’s instruction. 

1. He wants to hear the word. 
2. He wants to know more about Jesus. 
3. He wants to know how to please 

God. 
ii. (1:2) He meditates on it day and night. 

1. He gets his God Time in! 
2. He prioritizes God and His word. 
3. You control your thoughts by what 

you put into your brain. 



c. What is the result 
i. (1:3) He is like a tree planted beside 

streams of water that bears its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers. 

ii. If you stay close to the river, you stay 
watered! 

iii. (1:6) For the Lord watches over the way of 
the righteous. 

 
2. WAY OF THE WICKED 

a. Who they are 
i. Those who are not in Christ. 

ii. Those who reject the Lord 
iii. Truthfully, most people. 

b. What happens to them 
i. (1:4) They are like chaff that the wind blows 

away. (Explain chaff) 
ii. (1:5) Therefore the wicked will not survive 

the judgment, and sinners will not be in the 
community of the righteous. 

iii. Eternal hell waits for them. 
iv. (1:6) The way of the wicked leads to ruin. 

 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 



a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation, #275 (I Surrender All).  If 
you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come forward 
during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can see me 
after the conclusion of the service. 
 


