
Summer of Psalms: Penitence Aug 2, 2020 
Psalm 51:1-1-19 
 
INVOCATION: 
  
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN #300 Without Him 
HYMN #301 I Am Resolved 
HYMN #290 I Am Thine, O Lord 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
 NAMB Missionaries: J. D. & Andreina Fasolino (Ontario) 
 Phyllis: Stroke 
 Wanda: Heart attack 
 COVID:  
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 51:1-19 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 We are continuing to look at some psalms this summer, to 
gain an appreciation for them.  Today, our psalm is a penitential 
psalm.  This means that it was written out of sorrow.  In this case, 
it was David’s sorrow after he had been confronted with his affair 
with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband.  This story is 
found in 2 Samuel 11. 



 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 

1. HE KNOWS HIS SIN 
a. (51:1) Be gracious to me, God, according to Your 

faithful love; according to your abundant 
compassion, blot out my rebellion (most 
translations “transgression”). 

i. David knows that God is gracious and 
loving. 

ii. He also knows that his sin (like all sin) is 
rebellion. 

b. (51:3) For I am conscious of my rebellion 
i. He is not mentioning his specific sin, but 

God certainly knows it.  This is meant to be 
used as a prayer for restoration after any 
sin. 

ii. David willingly went out and did what he 
knew he wasn’t supposed to do. 

c. (51:4) Against You—You alone—I have sinned and 
done this evil in Your sight. 

i. Uriah might disagree, but really, all sin is sin 
against God. 

ii. Murder is killing someone made in God’s 
image. 

d. (51:4) You are right when You pass sentence; You 
are blameless when You judge. 

i. God is the only One who is blameless to 
judge. 

e. We have to notice that David not only 
acknowledges his sinful act, but also his sin nature. 

 
2. HE KNOWS HIS SIN NATURE 

a. (51:5) Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; I was 
sinful when my mother conceived me. 



i. Every person ever born (other than Christ) 
has a sin nature born into him because of 
Adam’s sin. 

ii. It is impossible to overcome this nature 
ourselves. 

 
3. HE KNOWS THAT ONLY GOD CAN SAVE HIM 

a. (51:6) Surely You desire integrity in the inner self, 
and You teach me wisdom deep within. 

i. Wisdom and integrity go hand-in-hand. 
ii. James 1:5 reminds us that if we ask God for 

wisdom, He will give it to us. 
b. (51:7) Purify me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

wash me and I will be whiter than snow. 
i. Refers to Numbers 19:18, the plant’s use in 

purification ceremonies. 
ii. Cleansing with hyssop was done after 

someone contacted something dead. 
c. (51:8) Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones 

You have crushed rejoice. 
i. David faced huge consequences for his sin. 

ii. He is seeking relief from God, even though 
he doesn’t deserve it. 

d. (51:9) Turn Your face away from my sins and blot 
out all my guilt. 

i. Clearly speaking of his shame. 
e. (51:10) God, create a clean heart for me and renew 

a steadfast spirit within me. 
i. Again, God must do this.  It is not something 

that David, or we, could do for ourselves. 
f. (51:11) Do not banish me from your presence or 

take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
i. God would be right to.  Holy God cannot 

allow sin in His presence. 
ii. 1 Sam 16:14 tells us that the “Spirit of the 

Lord had left Saul.  David could have 



reasonably expected the same to happen to 
him. 

 
4. HE KNOWS THAT HE HAS NOTHING TO OFFER 

a. (51:12) Restore the joy of Your salvation to me, and 
give me a willing spirit. 

i. David knows that he doesn’t even have a 
willing spirit to offer to God.  That’s why he 
asks God to give him one. 

ii. You can ask God to give you the will to obey 
Him. 

b. (51:16-17) You do not want a sacrifice, or I would 
give it; You are not pleased with a burnt offering. 
The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit.  
God, You will not despise a broken and humbled 
heart. 

i. There is literally nothing that we have to 
offer God that He will accept for our 
atonement. 

ii. All we can give Him is our brokenness.  And 
that is all He wants. 

c. (51:13) As a result of this, David says he’ll “teach 
the rebellious Your ways, and sinners will return to 
You. 

i. We are all called to teach the rebellious the 
ways of God. 

ii. We need to let people know how they can 
be saved! 

iii. You can do a gospel presentation like this 
one: 

 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 



b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 
Him. 

2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 
our sin problem. 

a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 



We will now sing a hymn of invitation, #311 “Let Jesus Come Into 
Your Heart”.  If you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may 
come forward during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, 
you can see me after the conclusion of the service. 
 


