
Summer of Psalms: Imprecatory Aug 9, 2020 
Psalm 140:1-13 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Almighty God, as we enter Your house, we rejoice in Your 
presence among us.  We thank You for allowing us to be here to 
worship You today.  We now set aside our distractions and the 
cares of this world.  We choose now to focus our attention on 
worshipping You and You alone.  We set aside our successes and 
failures and come to You, not of our own will, but of Yours.  In the 
name of Your Son Jesus, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN #484 Higher Ground 
HYMN #485 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
HYMN #496 Burn in Me, Fire of God 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
 NAMB Missionaries: Jim & Joni Duke (Chaplain, VA hospital 
Houston) 
 Martha for the Homeless 
 Beirut Explosion 
 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 140:1-13 
 



INTRODUCTION: 
 I really hesitated to preach on an imprecatory psalm, 
because I don’t want you all to take the wrong message from it.  
“What is an imprecatory psalm?” you ask.  Or, “What does 
imprecatory even mean?”  It’s really a curse, and it’s not someone 
you should do lightly.  I know someone who had imprecatory 
prayers prayed against them, but fortunately they were not 
answered, and the person repented.  But let me give you an 
example.  In 2010, Jaron Lowenstein released a song called “Pray 
for You,” where he talks about being told by the preacher to pray 
for the one who has wronged him.  So he does: 
 I pray your brakes go out running down a hill 
 I pray a flowerpot falls from a windowsill 
 --and knocks you in the head like I’d like to 
 I pray your birthday comes and nobody calls 
 I pray you’re flying high when your engine stalls 
 I pray all your dreams never come true 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atBg9zLI2bA 
 
What we are talking about is not exactly that, but it is turning your 
problem over to God and having Him do the fighting for you.  As 
we look, we will see that David prays his COMPLAINT, His prayer 
against the enemy’s plans and for his protection, and we also see 
his confident hope in the Lord. 
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 

1. COMPLAINT (140:1-3) 
a. We are not told which of David’s enemies seeks his 

harm, but it doesn’t matter. 
b. (140:1-2) Rescue me, Lord, from evil men. Keep me 

safe from violent men who plan evil in their hearts.  
They stir up wars all day long. 

c. (140:3) They make their tongues as sharp as a 
snake’s bit; viper’s venom is under their lips. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atBg9zLI2bA


d. We can take our complaint to the Lord in prayer, 
like David did. 

 
2. PRAYER (140:4-11) 

a. Against the enemy’s plans 
i. (140:4) Protect me, Lord, from the clutches 

of the wicked.  Keep me safe from violent 
men who plan to make me stumble. 

1. Who knows that the enemy has a 
plan for your life? 

2. These plans are not always violence 
against you.  What if his plan is to 
make you stumble? 

ii. (140:5) The proud hide a trap with ropes for 
me; they spread a net along the path and 
set snares for me. 

1. Satan does not have to take you 
completely out of the game to make 
you ineffective. 

2. Sometimes his snares are to keep 
you distracted. 

b. For protection in the battle 
i. (140:6) I say to the Lord, “You are my God.” 

Listen, Lord, to my cry for help.   
1. God knows that we cannot fight this 

enemy for ourselves. 
2. (Josh 1:9) Have I not commanded 

you? Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go. 

3. (Rom 8:31) What then shall we say 
to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? 

ii. (140:7) Lord God, my strong Savior, You 
shield my head on the day of battle. 



1. (Eph. 6:12-13) For our battle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the world powers of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavens.  This is why 
you must take up the full armor of 
God, so that you may be able to 
resist in the evil day, and having 
prepared everything, to take your 
stand. 

2. God will never leave us nor forsake 
us. 

c. That the enemy will be thwarted 
i. He prays against their works 

1. (140:8) Lord, do not grant the 
desires of the wicked; do not let 
them achieve their goals. Otherwise 
they will become proud. 

2. It is ok to pray that evil people do 
not get their way. 

ii. He prays against the enemies themselves 
1. (140:9) When those who surround 

me rise up, may the trouble their 
lips cause overwhelm them. 

a. The gallows Haman built for 
Mordecai. 

2. (140:10) Let hot coals fall on them. 
Let them be thrown into the fire, 
into the abyss, ever again to rise. 

a. How do we reconcile this 
with Matt 5:44, “But I tell 
you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute 
you”? 



b. Pray for wicked people to be 
reconciled to God, as we are. 

c. At the return, Christ’s 
enemies will be cast into the 
abyss. 

3. (140:11) Do not let a slanderer stay 
in the land. Let evil relentlessly hunt 
down a violent man. 

a. It’s ok to pray that violent 
people will be stopped. 

d. Like David, we can have confident hope of relief. 
 

3. CONFIDENT HOPE OF RELIEF (140:12-13) 
a. Confidence in the Lord’s character 

i. (140:12) I know that the Lord upholds the 
just cause of the poor, justice for the needy. 

b. Confidence in the Lord’s plan for His people 
i. (140:13) Surely the righteous will praise 

Your name; the upright will live in Your 
presence. 

 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 



4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation, #492 “Purer in Heart, O 
God”.  If you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come 
forward during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can 
see me after the conclusion of the service. 
 


