
Our Great High Priest Sep 13, 2020 
Hebrews 4:14-5:10 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Heavenly Father, we thank You today for the 
privilege that You have allowed us to gather in Your house.  We 
thank You that You have given us health sufficient to be here.  We 
come to You today to worship You and give You praise.  Forgive us 
where we have failed You.  Restore in us a right spirit as we come 
to worship You in Spirit and in truth.  In the name of Your Son, 
Jesus. Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 334 Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine. 
HYMN # 335 Standing on the Promises 
HYMN # 337 I Know Whom I Have Believed 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Unreached Peoples of East Indonesia: Some mature 
believers desire to bring the gospel to the remaining unreached, 
unengaged people groups in East Indonesia. They hope to train 
other believers to go out and make sure that there is no place left 
that Christ has not been preached. Please ask God to raise up 
believers who have a burden for reaching their Muslim and/or 
animistic brothers and sisters. Pray that they will be willing to 
leave their families and communities to go and live in remote, 
difficult places to reach these unreached peoples. Pray that the 



mature believers will have discernment in knowing who to 
partner with and train. Ask the Lord to bring the right people 
across their path, and as these people are sent out, ask Him to 
work through them to bring salvation to many. Pray for the Holy 
Spirit to be wooing and working in people’s hearts so that when 
the good news reaches their villages, many will be eager to 
receive it. 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Chase & Lauren Feindel, Church Planters 
(Anthem Church, Vista CA).  San Diego Metro. 
Martha for the Homeless 
Upcoming Elections 
Katie: Being trained for SE Asia. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 What do you all picture a priest looking like?  Or doing?  
Some of you may have spent time in churches that still call men 
priests.  What was their role?  A priest really has two roles.  He 
represents God to the people, and he represents the people to 
God.  These roles are important to remember today as we look at 
the passage in front of us.  I want you to observe the what Jesus 
does as He fills the role of the great High Priest as we look at our 
passage today.  Particularly, I want you to take note that that 
Jesus sympathizes with weaknesses, He gives grace and mercy, He 
offers prayers and appeals, and He obeyed even through 
suffering. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 4:14-5:10 
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 

1. (4:14) Therefore (refers to judgment found in verses 12-
13), since we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens—Jesus the Son of God—let us hold 
fast to the confession. 

a. Remember that the old priestly system was a 
picture of what was to come.  The high priest 



entered the holy of holies to offer the sacrifice to 
God for the sins of the people. 

b. Jesus entered the presence of God with the 
sacrifice of Himself for the sins of mankind. 

c. This rendered the priestly system obsolete, 
because this is no more sacrifice that can be 
offered. 

2. (4:15) For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been 
tested in every way as we are, yet without sin. 

a. One of the faults of the priesthood was that they 
did not think of themselves as sinners, even though 
they were required to offer sacrifices for their sins. 

b. Jesus legitimately never sinned.  But he was 
tempted in every way as we are. The temptations in 

Matthew 4, in the forty days in the wilderness, are 
types of the common temptations (lust of the flesh, 
pride of life, and lust of the eyes).  However, I’m not 
willing to submit that this was the only time in Jesus’ life 
that he was tempted. He lived a full 33 years on earth in 
a human body. 

3. (4:16) Therefore, let us approach the throne of grace with 
boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
us at the proper time. 

a. As a high priest who understands our weaknesses, 
Christ gives us grace and mercy.  This means not getting 
the punishment we deserve and receiving unmerited 
favor. 

b. It would behoove us to keep this in mind when dealing 
with others. 

4. (5:1) For every high priest taken from men is appointed in 
service to God for the people to offer both gifts and sacrifices 
for sins. 

a. (5:4) No one takes this honor on himself; instead, a 
person is called by God, just as Aaron was. 

b. (5:5) In the same way, the Messiah did not exalt 
Himself to become a high priest, but the One who 



said to Him, You are My Son; today I am Your 
Father. 

5. (5:6) You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek. 
a. (Gen 14) Melchizedek, the priest-king of Salem, 

gave Abraham bread and wine, and pronounced a 
blessing on Abraham.  Abraham gave him 1/10th of 
everything. 

6. (5:7) During His earthly life, He offered prayers and 
appeals with loud cries and tears to the one who was able 
to save Him from death, and he was heard because of His 
reverence. 

a. John 17 tells how Jesus prayed for us. 
b. He continues His intercession for us. 

7. (5:8) Though He was God’s Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered. 

a. Remember that Christ was obedient to death on 
the cross. 

b. Take us your cross and follow Him. 
8. What this means for us 

a. The high priest gives the example for priests to 
follow. 

b. (1 Peter 2:9-10) But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His 
possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of 
the One who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but 
now you are God’s people, you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

c. As Christ’s church, we, His people, are a royal 
priesthood.  So, we must follow the example of our 
Great High Priest. 

i. We should sympathize with weaknesses like 
He does. 

ii. We should give grace and mercy like He 
does. 



iii. We should offer prayers and appeals like He 
does. 

iv. We should obey until the end like He does. 
9. Have you joined the royal priesthood?  Have you accepted 

Christ as your great High Priest? 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 



and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation, #282 Living for Jesus.  If 
you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come forward 
during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can see me 
after the conclusion of the service. 
 


