
Draw Near Oct 18, 2020 
Hebrews 10:19-39 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank You for allowing us to gather in 
Your name today. We are thankful to be in the presence of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords.  We love You and we enter Your 
presence praising Your holy name. Receive our worship today as 
we freely give it, not out of obligation, but out of joy for what You 
have done for us.  In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 426 Victory in Jesus 
HYMN # 430 Sunshine in My Soul 
HYMN # 438 Heaven Came Down 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Kurmanji Kurds of Lebanon and Syria 
(ker-MAHN-gee) - It has been a trying time for the refugee 
Kurdish community in the Middle East. The economy has been in 
freefall for months since protests began in October 2019. Then 
with the coming of COVID-19 and subsequent lockdowns, the 
economy cratered. Prices have soared, many people have lost 
their jobs, and thousands face hunger and need. However, despite 
all of this, good things are happening: A new Kurdish church was 
started, and more than 20 people were baptized in one day. Then 



the city experienced a terrible disaster, and on top of that, COVID-
19 surged again. Several in the Kurdish church tested positive for 
COVID-19, and some were hospitalized. Many have expressed 
their fear and confusion at their inability to return to their 
homeland, go to another country as refugees, or provide for their 
families in their current location. Pray for those who are sick with 
COVID-19, and ask for the virus to abate, particularly in the 
Kurdish church. Pray that those who are afraid will trust in the 
Lord during this time and that they will be an example of faith and 
courage in the midst of fear. Pray for opportunities to share the 
gospel boldly and for many people to hear and believe. 
 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Rafael & Sarah Aguilar Araujo (Church Planters) 

Burnaby Born Again Church, Vancouver BC Metro.  

Katie: Awaiting word to see if she has made it to the UK. 
Martha for the Homeless 
Upcoming Elections 
 
FOCUS STATEMENT: Following Christ means increasingly drawing 
nearer to Him. 
 
FUNCTION STATEMENT: The congregation will be inspired to draw 
nearer to Christ and to His people while resisting sin and falling 
away. 
 
INTRODUCTION:   
 How far does your commitment to Christ go? How closely 
are you willing to be associated with Him and at what cost?  We 
remember Peter following Christ to where He was interrogated, 
but he stopped at the fire to get warm, and even denied Christ 
when the time came. How about you?  How closely are you willing 
to draw to Him?  What if it required that you give up something 
that you love?  What if it got to the point that you had to deny 
Christ in order to receive your social security check, or to sell your 
crops?  Would you still draw near to Christ boldly? 



 
SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 10:19-39 
 
SCRIPTURE MESSAGE: 

1. DRAW NEAR BOLDLY (10:19-25) Nearer to God and other 
believers! 

a. Near to God 
i. We can draw near to Him boldly because of 

the blood of Jesus. 
ii. We must draw near with a true heart 

(10:22) 
iii. We must draw near without wavering 

(10:23) 
b. Near to other believers 

i. We must promote love and good works 
(10:24) 

ii. We must meet together and encourage 
each other (10:25) Not staying away from 
worship meetings. 

c. Watch as the day draws near:  We are closer to 
Christ’s return than we have ever been before. 

 
2. DRAW NEAR WHOLEHEARTEDLY (10:26-31) 

a. Sin means that we put something we want ahead 
of Christ. 

i. The very first sin was because Adam and 
Eve were convinced that God was 
withholding something good from them. 

ii. Every time we deliberately sin, we put what 
we want ahead of what God wants for us.  

iii. Often, we as people do this because we 
love our sin more than we love God. 

iv. Why do we do this? 
b. Christ’s sacrifice was too great for you to take it 

lightly. 



i. Remember, Christ’s sacrifice was brutal, 
bloody, and painful. 

ii. Jesus did not pay with His life for us to 
continue to put ourselves ahead of Him. 

iii. “I gave My Life for thee, what hast thou 
given for Me?” 

c. Remember that He will judge. 
i. Yes, it is a terrifying thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God (10:31). 
ii. We know that we deserve punishment for 

our sin.  How much more punishment do 
we deserve if we reject the grace that He 
has given to us! 

iii. We should experience such love for Him 
that we draw near to him, not out of fear, 
but out of love! 

 
3. DRAW NEAR IN DIFFICULTY (10:32-36) 

a. Early Christians faced severe persecution. 
i. Taunts, afflictions, imprisonment, even 

execution. 
ii. We don’t face nearly this today! 

b. We will have difficulty. 
i. We are going to experience pain, sadness, 

and loss. These are common to all. 
ii. As Christians, we can expect things to get 

worse for us, not better. No political 
candidate is going to fix this for us. 

c. As Ed Stetzer commonly says, “We are not 
persecuted, but we have lost the homefield 
advantage.” 

d. We are no longer a moral majority, if we ever were 
one. 

e. The early Christians were encouraged even though 
they had been persecuted to “not throw away your 
confidence which has a great reward” (10:35) 



i. I know Christians throwing their confidence 
into political candidates instead of Christ. 

ii. “If X wins, we’ll lose America.”  Guess what! 
It’s not our home! 

f. The early Christians were told that they need 
endurance.  So do we!  Things are going to get 
worse for us. 

g. As the dismissing and mocking of our faith 
becomes more and more common (and it will) it is 
more important than ever that we draw closer to 
Christ and do not draw back. 

 
4. DO NOT DRAW BACK (10:37-39) 

a. (10:37) For yet in a very little while, the Coming 
One will come and not delay. (Hab. 2:3-4) 

i. Yes, we’ve waited a very long time for 
Christ to come. We must not lose hope. 

ii. How much closer to Christ’s return are we 
now than they were then? 

iii. How much closer are we to our own deaths 
than we have ever been? 

b. (10:38) But My righteous one will live by faith; and 
if he draws back, I have no pleasure in him. 

i. Why would we pull away from Christ? 
ii. Remember, we need not be ashamed of 

Him. 
c. (10:39) But we are not those who draw back and 

are destroyed, but hose who have faith and obtain 
life. 

i. What does the scripture say happens to 
those who draw back? (Destroyed) 

ii. So, we have a choice to make. 
CONCLUSION:  
 As we go into what we are going to call our Decision Time, 
I’m going to ask, “What decision will you make today based on 
what we have read?”  Will you choose to seek Christ, to draw 



closer to Him, to put your trust in Him? If you do, what will that 
look like?  How will you be sure that you approach Him with a 
pure and clean heart?  Are there any behaviors that you need to 
give up? 
 Or will you make the choice to draw back and face the 
eternal consequences of that decision?  If you have never made a 
decision for Christ, I will give you that opportunity now. 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 



I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; #301 I Am Resolved.  If you 
prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come forward during 
this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can see me after 
the conclusion of the service. 
 


