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SCRIPTURE READING: James 2:14-26 
 
INTRODUCTION:  

It’s Halloween this week.  The week when kids everywhere 
get to pretend to be something that they’re not.  It’s always fun to 
see all the superheroes, the princesses, cowboys, police officers, 
fire fighters.  The adult versions of these costumes are less fun.  
As someone who knows a lot of nurses, no, they do not look like 
that!  You do have to be careful, though. One time, Tammy and I 
were at a kids’ Halloween party, and I saw, what I thought was a 
guy in a pretty good costume.  So, I quietly said to my wife, “Look, 
there’s a fat guy with a mohawk dressed as a cop for Halloween.”  
I learned two things quickly.  I don’t whisper very well.  And he 
was an actual police officer. 
 

Have any of you seen the movie Catch Me if You Can?  It is 
the story of real-life conman Frank Abagnale, Jr., who made a 
short career conning money out of people by pretending to be 
(among other things) an airline pilot. He was a teenager, whose 
hair had started graying.  Apparently, it was as simple as using a 
fake employee number and claiming that his uniform had been 
lost in the hotel laundry.  He used this uniform to stay at hotels 
and eat on Pan-Am’s dime and fly as a passenger many places.  He 
convinced many people that he was a pilot.  But what would have 
happened had he actually needed to fly a plane?   
 Similarly, it is easy to claim to be a Christian.  We don’t 
even require a uniform. If somebody came in here off the street 
and claimed to be a Christian, we would believe him, right?  I 
mean, why not?  Does someone want to pretend to be a Christian 
to infiltrate us?  Would we find out when we asked him to land 
the plane for us?  Today, we look to James to examine what a true 
disciple of Christ looks like, and how that disciple might differ 
from those who just want to be called Christians. 



 
I. SETTING 

a. James has just left church.  Again. He could not 
believe the things that he had seen and heard. 

i. The way the pastor and deacons treated the 
obviously wealthy guest. and the way they 
treated the obviously poor guest. (Jas 2:1-7) 

ii. The way the people treated each other. 
iii. The stupid things that they said that they 

attributed to Jesus.  They thought that Jesus 
came so they wouldn’t have to follow the 
law.  (Jas 2:18) Why would they think that! 
He said Himself that He had not come to 
abolish the law but to fulfill it! (Matt 5:17). 

b. He had known Jesus!  And hadn’t believed Him for 
a long time. 

i. He was the older brother that everyone 
seemed to like better. 

ii. He was so smart, and everyone loved Him. 
iii. Mom and Dad had this incredible story 

about how He was born in a stable in 
Bethlehem at tax time. 

iv. Then there was the time that He snuck off 
to the Temple and missed the caravan 
coming home.  “If I had done that…” 

v. People followed Him and He taught the 
most unbelievable things!  And claimed to 
be the Messiah! 

vi. He even got himself crucified! 
c. And then He came back from the dead! 

i. Seeing someone dead on a cross, then 
seeing Him alive three days later will make 
a believer out of you. He even appeared 
once to James by himself (1 Cor. 15:7). 

ii. Jesus had proven Himself to be the Messiah 
and proven everything that He had said to 



be true.  Why, then, would they act so 
differently from His teaching less than 30 
years after His resurrection and ascension? 

II. PROBLEM 
a. This guy, Paul, a former Pharisee has come on the 

scene claiming to be an apostle because he 
encountered Jesus on his way to kill Christians. 

i. He was a really bad dude; everyone was 
hiding from him. 

ii. Now suddenly, Paul is preaching that Jesus 
is the Messiah, and that you must be saved 
by faith. 

iii. He’s right, it is by faith alone, but there has 
to be some evidence of that faith.  

b. These people think that they can just say that they 
believe and everything’s ok.  Don’t they realize 
what Jesus went through for them? 

III. CLIMAX 
a. James had seen and heard enough!  These people 

were not living up to the example that Jesus had 
given them. 

i. He never mistreated the poor. 
ii. He fed people, healed the sick, and reached 

out to the sinners. 
iii. Why would they think that they didn’t have 

to? 
b. So, James started writing.  He wanted the whole 

church to know that simply claiming to have a 
saving faith does not make it so.  Faith requires 
action.  Faith without works is like a body without a 
spirit (Jas 2:26). This misunderstanding of Paul’s 
teaching has to stop. 

i. He gives the example of Abraham’s 
willingness to sacrifice Isaac (2:21-24). 

ii. He uses the example of Rahab, the 
prostitute (2:25).   



c. How will people know that you are a Christian? 
i. “If you were accused of being a Christian, 

would there be enough evidence to convict 
you?” (author unknown) 

ii. We accept the word of so many who claim 
to be without exhibiting any evidence. 

IV. RESOLUTION 
a. James is not telling us to go back and live under the 

law.  What he is saying is that a true faith in Christ 
will cause you to do the things that the law 
requires, such as loving your neighbors, caring for 
widows, feeding the poor, etc. 

b. It’s not that our works will save us.  They are the 
evidence that we are saved! 

c. After writing this letter, James would go on to be 
martyred in 62 A.D.  His faith made him obedient 
until the end. 

d. What is your faith going to cause you to do? 
V. ONE PERSONAL APPLICATION: Even before COVID, I 

was very neglectful about visiting homebound church 
members and meeting their needs.  I will visit them 
and minister to them. 

CONCLUSION:  
 For a long time, the church in America has been full of 
people who dressed and spoke the part.  They put on the pilot’s 
uniform, said the right things, and came to eat at the table. But 
when the time has come to actually get into the cockpit, they 
have abandoned the plane. When asked to feed their hungry 
neighbors, they said, “let the government do it.”  When asked to 
visit the sick, they said, “Let the pastor do it.”  When asked to tell 
their neighbor about the love of Christ, they said, “That’s what we 
pay the preacher for.”  Sure, they framed it in churchy language, 
such as, “I’m not called to do that,” or “I’ll pray about it.”  The 
reality is that our faith is not intended to be a passive faith. It is 
intended to be an active faith.  What do your works say about 
your faith?  Do you even have any works?  Do you even have a 



faith at all?  As we go into our Decision Time, I want you to 
consider these questions, and see what the Lord is revealing to 
you today.  Is He calling you to help with a feeding ministry? Is He 
calling you to some act of service?  Is He prompting you to tell one 
of our 7,658 lost neighbors about Him?  Or, if you have not yet 
believed, is He calling you into a relationship with Him? 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 



I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; #309 Lord, I’m Coming 
Home.  If you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come 
forward during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can 
see me after the conclusion of the service. 
 


