
What Now? Nov 15, 2020 
Hebrews 13:1-16 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Father, we again thank You for the privilege of 
worshipping you today. We thank You that You have called us to 
this time and place in order to draw closer to you and to each 
other as members together in the body of Christ. We gather here 
willingly to offer our praise to You. Allow us to set aside those 
things which would distract us and instead focus our whole mind, 
heart, and soul on You. Speak to our hearts today. In the name of 
Christ, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 441 Since Jesus Came Into My Heart 
HYMN # 445 Sweet Hour of Prayer 
HYMN # 447 Trust and Obey 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Baptist Conventions of the Central Sahel (West Africa) 
November will be Hillary Anderson's first month in Ghana as a 
new International Service Corps worker with the Ghana Baptist 
Convention (remember “more than nets”). After being delayed for 
more than six months due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, she is 
thrilled to finally be stepping foot onto Ghanaian soil to begin her 
two-year term of service. Pray for Hillary as she settles into life in 
the capital city of Accra and begins her role with the Baptist 



convention. Hillary will be working side by side with the Children's 
Ministry Department to help develop curriculum and resources as 
well as plan events and camps for the convention. 
 
 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Adrian and Adriana Lauran (Church Planters, 
Word of Life PDX): Romanian people in Portland, Oregon. 

Katie: Has arrived and is under quarantine with housemates. 
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  The Christian life that we are called to live takes 
place outside the camp. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The people of Sappony will understand that 
we have no enduring city here and look forward to the 
unshakable city in eternity. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 13:1-16 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
  On deployment, there is relative safety and security inside 
the camp. When you go outside the camp, that’s where the 
danger is. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. WE REJECT THE “SECURITY” OF THE WORLD (13:1-7) 
a. We reject the world’s definition of love. (13:1) Let 

brotherly love continue.   
i. This implies that the Hebrews were already 

loving one another. 
ii. The world speaks of love, but the truth is 

that they love those who are the same as 
them. 



iii. We love each other as members of the 
same body even when we disagree. 

iv. We risk our hearts by doing this. 
b. We reject the world’s practicality. (13:2) Don’t 

neglect to show hospitality, for by doing this some 
have welcomed angels as guests without knowing 
it. 

i. This would have instantly drawn the hearer 
to Genesis 18 when Abraham and Sarah 
welcomed strangers who turned out to be 
angels. 

ii. (Charles Trentham) “What better way can 
we express the unmerited love which Christ 
had for us than by caring for those whom 
we have never seen before and may never 
see again? We cannot be indebted to them 
for any previous favors, nor can we 
reasonably expect payment from them.”1 

iii. Hospitality among believers in that time 
could be a matter of life and death. 

iv. Welcoming strangers carries all kind of 
danger. 

c. We reject the world’s call to “mind your own 
business.” (13:3) Remember the prisoners, as 
though you were in prison with them and the 
mistreated as though you yourselves were 
suffering bodily. 

i. Prisoners were often not properly fed and 
were abused.  Without the church caring for 
them, they would be malnourished. 

ii. Identifying yourself with prisoners was 
dangerous. You put yourself in the position 
of being forced to pay bribes to the guards. 

 
1 Charles Trentham. Broadman Bible Commentary: Volume 12, Hebrews-

Revelation. (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1972). 92. 



iii. You also then identified yourself as a 
Christian, which was illegal. You could find 
yourself imprisoned. 

iv. The call to care for prisoners meant giving 
up the security of anonymity. 

d. We reject the world’s definition of sexual morality. 
(13:4) Marriage must be respected by all, and the 
marriage bed kept undefiled, because God will 
judge immoral people and adulterers. 

i. First, this means marriage as God defines it. 
ii. Immoral people [pornos, Strong’s 4205]: 

Anyone engaged in sexual immorality. 
iii. All sexual conduct outside of God’s design 

for marriage is sin and will be judged by 
God if the sinner does not repent. 

iv. The call to reject sexual immorality places 
us outside of mainstream society in the 
United States today. 

e. We reject the world’s definition of security. (13:5) 
Your life should be free from the love of money. 
Be satisfied with what you have, for He Himself 
has said, I will never leave you or forsake you. 

i. The world tells us that money makes us 
secure. 

ii. God’s presence in our lives is all the security 
we need! 

f. We reject the world’s fear (13:6) Therefore, we 
may boldly say: The Lord is my helper; I will not be 
afraid. What can man do to me? 

i. The world wants us to fear; specifically, the 
Father of Lies wants us to fear. 

ii. “If this guy stays in office, the pandemic will 
get worse and many people will die.” 

iii. “If this guy takes office we’ll be taxed to 
death and they will perform abortions on 
every street corner.” 



iv. Jesus says in Matthew 10:28, “Don’t fear 
those who kill the body but are not able to 
kill the soul; rather, fear Him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

g. (13:7) Remember your leaders who have spoken 
God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the 
outcome of their lives, imitate their faith. 

i. This is referring to those who had been 
martyred. 

ii. We are not to be blind to the danger, but 
we are to imitate their faith. 

h. Living outside the camp not only causes us to reject 
the security of the world, but it also causes us to 
reject the teaching of the world. 

 
2. WE REJECT THE TEACHING OF THE WORLD (13:8-11) 

a. We reject the teaching that God is irrelevant (13:8) 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. 

i. The teachings of the Bible are not obsolete! 
ii. The Lord’s moral judgments have not 

changed. 
b. We reject strange teachings (13:9) Don’t be led 

astray by various kinds of strange teachings; 
i. The group to whom this book was written 

had very strict dietary laws that were 
supposed to benefit them. 

ii. We cannot add anything to the gospel! 
1. God +America 
2. God + Prosperity 
3. God + Political Identity 

iii. We cannot take anything away from the 
gospel. 

1. The gospel is bad news before it’s 
good news. 



2. We cannot deny the seriousness of 
sin and keep the necessity of the 
cross. 

iv. We reject the notion that there are many 
ways to heaven.  There is only one! 

c. Rejecting all these things of the world causes us to 
live outside the wire.  With that, we must accept 
the danger that is inherent. 

 
3. WE ACCEPT DISGRACE AND DANGER (13:12-16) 

a. We join Jesus in His suffering outside the camp. 
(13:12-13) Therefore Jesus also suffered outside 
the gate, so that He might sanctify the people by 
His own blood. Let us then go to Him outside the 
camp, bearing his disgrace. 

i. Deny yourself, take up your cross, and 
follow Me. 

ii. We leave the comfort of the camp and join 
Christ in His suffering and disgrace. 

b. If we join Him in His suffering, we will join Him in 
His glory. (13:14) For we do not have an enduring 
city here; instead we seek the one to come.  

i. Jerusalem. Rome. Mecca.  None of these 
are our enduring city.  Neither is Stony 
Creek. 

ii. Stop worrying over America.  America has 
come, America will go. We will join Christ in 
the New Jerusalem, the eternal city. 

c. The animals were offered outside the city. Jesus 
was offered outside the city.  So, what do we offer 
when we’re outside the city? (13:15-16) Therefore, 
through Him let us continually offer up to God a 
sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that 
confess His name. Don’t neglect to do what is 
good and to share, for God is pleased with such 
sacrifices. 



i. Praise Him and Share! 
 
CONCLUSION:  Today, we have been challenged to live 
dangerously.  It takes courage to reject the things that Jesus calls 
on us to reject. It takes courage to live outside the camp.  Do we 
have that courage?  What will that courage cause you to do this 
week?  Perhaps you will share the gospel with someone. 
  
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 



 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 282 “Living for Jesus”.  If 
you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come forward 
during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can see me 
after the conclusion of the service. 
 


