
 
For He is Good Nov 22, 2020 
Psalm 107:1-43 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious God, we thank You today for Your goodness to 
us. We thank You for being our sufficiency in all things. We thank 
You for delighting in bringing us good things. We thank You for 
the bountiful blessings that You provide. But most of all, we thank 
You for grace given to us by the sacrifice of Your Son Jesus whom 
we worship today.  It is in His name we pray to You.  Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 636 We Gather Together 
HYMN # 637 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
HYMN # 644 Count Your Blessings 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) East Asian Unengaged Peoples 
When a Southeastern Luoluopo dies, the family organizes a 
"dance of the spirits." The ceremony is meant to help the person's 
soul find its way to the place where ancestors rest. Before death, 
members of this people group are plagued with the questions, 
"Have I done enough, or will the spirits be angry about something 
I have forgotten?" To relieve some anxiety, each Southeastern 
Luoluopo home contains an altar to the spirit of the house and an 
ancestral altar, both in prescribed places. There are no known 



Christians among the Southeastern Luoluopo, and they have no 
gospel recordings or Scripture in their language. Overlooked by 
the world, their minds have been kept in the dark. But God knows 
them. Pray they will know Jesus, whose finished work on the cross 
is enough for them. 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Steven & Madison Polino (Church Planters, 
Montreal). Population: 8,164,361.  1 CNBC church for every 
104,671 residents. 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Elected Officials: 
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  Christians are to be thankful for their 
deliverance from various troubles. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The people of Sappony will be inspired to be 
thankful in all circumstances. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 107:1-43 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 I saw news coverage recently that said that in Portland, 
Oregon, Thanksgiving celebrations are limited to no more than six 
people. Here, we are limited to 25. People are upset, and many 
sheriff departments across the country are refusing to enforce 
restrictions. Apparently, people are not thankful for the 
government’s attempts to stop the spread of COVID-19.  But what 
if we saw Thanksgiving as more than a turkey dinner standing 
between us and Christmas. And what if we were thankful for 
more than things that God provides for us.  What if, in addition to 
being thankful for the harvest being gathered in, we were 
thankful that God has gathered us in? What if, in addition to being 
thankful for freedom in America, such as it is, we gave thanks for 



the prisons that God has released us from.  What if, in addition to 
being thankful for health, we gave thanks that we have a 
permanent healing in our future? What if, instead of whining 
about restrictions, we were thankful when we received 
deliverance from danger?  What would a sacrifice of thanks to our 
Lord look like? 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THANK HIM FOR GATHERING THE SCATTERED (107:1-9) 
a. (107:2-3) Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim 

that He has redeemed them from the hand of the 
foe and has gathered them from the lands—from 
the east and west, from the north and the south. 

i. God has a long history of rescuing His 
people from enemies.  

ii. He still rescues us from the enemy! 
iii. His church is made up of people from all 

parts of the earth! 
b. (107:6) Then they cried out to the Lord in their 

trouble; He rescued them from their distress. 
i. He rescues us when we cry out too! 

c. (107:8) Let them give thanks to the Lord for His 
faithful love and His wonderful works for all 
humanity. 

i. Let us give thanks to the Lord! 
ii. Where did He find you to gather you in? 

d. If we are a part of His church, He has gathered us 
in! 

 
2. THANK HIM FOR RELEASING THE PRISONER (107:10-16) 

a. (107:10-11) Others sat in darkness and gloom—
prisoners in cruel chains—because they rebelled 
against God’s commands and despised the 
counsel of the Most High. 

i. Why were they sitting in darkness and 
gloom?   



ii. These people were in chains because of 
their own actions. 

b. (107:13-14) Then they cried out to the Lord in 
their trouble, He saved them from their distress. 
He brought them out of darkness and gloom and 
broke their chains apart. 

i. He broke the chains that He punished them 
with because they cried out to Him. 

ii. Certainly, this must be a cry of repentance! 
c. (107:15-16) Let them give thanks to the Lord for 

His faithful love and His wonderful works for all 
humanity. For He has broken down the bronze 
gates and cut through the iron bars. 

i. Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
ii. What prison has He released you from? 

 
3. THANK HIM FOR HEALING THE SICK (107:17-22) 

a. (107:17) Fools suffered affliction because of their 
rebellious ways and their sins. They loathed all 
food and came near the gates of death. 

i. People’s rebellion made them sick. 
b. (107:19) Then they cried out to the Lord in their 

trouble; He saved them from their distress. He 
sent His word and healed them; He rescued them 
from the pit. 

i. In the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God and the Word was God. 
(John 1:1) 

ii. Christians all get healed from illnesses, even 
self-caused illnesses, but not necessarily on 
this side of death. 

iii. Rescued from the pit (literally Hell) 
c. (107:21-22) Let them give thanks to the lord for 

His faithful love and His wonderful works for all 
humanity. Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
and announce His works with shouts of joy. 



i. Let us give thanks to the Lord! 
ii. Sacrifices of thanksgiving (Remember the 

sacrifice of praise from Heb. 13:15. 
iii. Announce His works!  This is what 

witnessing is! 
d. So, we have seen that God gathers His people, He 

frees the prisoner, He heals the sick (even if these 
conditions are the result of our rebellion). He also 
delivers from peril! 

 
4. THANK HIM FOR DELIVERANCE FROM PERIL (107:23-32) 

a. (107:23-25) Others went to sea in ships 
conducting trade on the vast waters. They saw the 
Lord’s works, His wonderful works in the deep. He 
spoke and raised a tempest that stirred up the 
waves of the sea.” 

i. Unlike the prisoner and the sick, there is no 
mention of the people here being at fault. 

ii. Jesus sent His disciples ahead in a boat 
knowing there would be a storm. 

iii. (107:27) All their skill was useless. 
1. They needed to rely on God. 
2. We need to rely on God. 

b. (107:28) Then they cried out to the Lord in their 
trouble, and He brought them out of their 
distress. 

i. What storm has you distressed? 
ii. Are you relying on Him to guide you to the 

harbor? 
c. (107:31-32) Let them give thanks to the Lord for 

His faithful love and His wonderful works for all 
humanity. Let them exalt Him in the assembly of 
the people and praise him in the council of the 
elders. 

i. Let us give thanks to the Lord! 



ii. Let us tell people about the storms He has 
brought us through! 

d. God gathers His people, releases the prisoner, 
heals the sick, and brings people through the 
storm.  Because of all this, we should thank Him for 
His love. 

 
5. THANK HIM FOR HIS LOVE (107:33-43) 

a. (107:39-40) God vindicates the oppressed! 
b. (107:41) God cares for the needy. 
c. (107:42) God cares about injustice. 
d. (107:43) Therefore, anyone paying attention must 

recognize the Lord’s faithful love. 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 As we go to our warm, safe, and comfortable homes, let us 
remember to thank God for them. As we reflect on our lives, let 
us be thankful for our deliverance from the pit.  Let us be thankful 
for our ultimate healing. Let us give a sacrifice of thanksgiving to 
our Lord by telling someone else about Him this week! 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 



4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 291 Beneath the Cross of 
Jesus.  If you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come 
forward during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can 
see me after the conclusion of the service. 
 


