
Be Alert! Nov. 29, 2020 
Mark 13:24-37 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank You for the privilege that we have 
of gathering here today. We thank You that we have been given 
this season to celebrate the birth of our Savior.  We thank You not 
only for the helpless baby in a manger in Bethlehem, but for the 
suffering servant on the cross, who paid the penalty for our sins. 
As we celebrate the first coming of the Christ, let us not neglect to 
be watchful for His return. In His name we pray, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 76 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
HYMN # 77 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
HYMN # 80 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Muslims of South Africa 
Living in South Africa are refugees who have fled their homelands 
due to civil unrest, and among these are the Oromo people. A 
Cushitic ethnic group, the Oromos are primarily from central 
Ethiopia and number more than 36 million around the world. The 
majority of Oromos now follow Islam, although there are some 
Christians among them as well as a small number who still 
practice African traditional religion. Pray for the Oromo refugees 
around the world, asking that God will meet their needs both 



physically and spiritually. Ask specifically for the Spirit to open the 
hearts and minds of the Oromos in South Africa so they may hear 
and respond to the light of the gospel. "In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God" (2 Corinthians 4:4 ESV). 
 
The NAMB does not have a missionary of the week, requesting 
instead that we pray for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  As we anticipate the celebration of Christmas, 
we are to watch carefully for Christ’s return. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The people of Sappony will consider the 
work that they are to do while awaiting Christ’s return. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Mark 13:24-37 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
  There are two types of people in the military getting ready 
for inspections: 
 1. Those who are up all night finding what they need, 
cleaning it, replacing things that are missing. 
 2. Those who look at the list, check to make sure 
everything is good, then just display it when they need to. 
 
 There are also, I think, two basic kinds of Christian.  Those 
who say that they believe the Lord is returning, and those who 
live like they believe the Lord is returning.  In our passage today, 
Jesus is talking to His disciples after telling them that the Temple 
Complex is going to be destroyed. They have asked Him when 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%204.4


these things will happen, and our passage is a part of His 
response. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE SIGNS THAT ACCOMPANIED THE CRUCIFIXION AND 
RESURRECTION WILL ACCOMPANY HIS RETURN. 

a. (13:24) But in those days, after that tribulation: 
i. Think of scripture as a map, not a calendar 

or a clock. 
ii. The events listed in Ch. 13 have already 

happened. 
1. Destruction of the Temple 70 AD 
2. Wars and rumors of wars… 
3. Disciples prosecuted.  Only John was 

not martyred. 
4. False Messiahs: Josephus records 

these. 
iii. We are not told how soon after these 

things, or that these things will not happen 
multiple times.  The point is to know where 
in history we are and what’s next. 

b. (13:24-25) The sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not shed its light; the stars will be 
falling from the sky, and the celestial powers will 
be shaken. 

i. He’s quoting Isaiah 13:10 
ii. He’s also describing what happened when 

He died. 
iii. The same signs seem to accompany his 

return. 
c. (13:26) Then they will see the Son of Man coming 

in clouds with great power and glory. 
i. At the Ascension, the disciples watched 

Jesus rise. 
ii. Angels told them He would come back the 

same way. 



d. (13:27) He will send out the angels and gather His 
elect from the four winds and from the end of the 
earth to the end of the sky. 

i. Remember last week in Psalm 107 we 
talked about His gathering His people. 

ii. He is coming back to get us, and we do not 
know when. 

 
2. WE ARE TO OBSERVE THE TIME, NOT TRY TO FIX DATES 

a. Jesus uses the example of the fig tree as pointing to 
when summer is coming.  

b. (13:30-31) I assure you: This generation will not 
pass away until all these things take place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away but My words will not 
pass away. 

i. Less than 40 years (that generation) after 
Jesus died, these things happened. 

ii. All that’s waiting is the return. 
c. (13:32) Now concerning that day or hour no one 

knows—neither the angels in heaven nor the 
Son—except the Father. 

i. If the angels don’t know, and Jesus don’t 
know, what makes any man think he can 
pinpoint it? 

1. In my lifetime, there have been 15 
different “predictions” of the 
rapture or return, and there are five 
more predictions out there for the 
next thirty years. 

2. Several have been by the same 
people claiming a need to 
recalculate when it didn’t happen. 

ii. This is why I say we’ve been given a map, 
not a calendar or clock.   

iii. GPS “Back Mountain Road” 



d. (13:33) Watch! Be alert! For you don’t know when 
the time is coming. 

 
3. HE HAS GIVEN US A WORK TO DO WHILE WAITING FOR HIS 

RETURN. 
a. (13:34) It is like a man on a journey, who left his 

house, gave authority to his slaves, gave each one 
his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to be 
alert. 

i. Jesus is that man.  He left to go prepare a 
place. 

ii. He has given each of us work: (Matthew 
28:19-20) 

iii. We are also to expect Him to return. 
b. (13:35) Therefore be alert, since you don’t know 

when the master of the house is coming—
whether in the evening or at midnight or at the 
crowing of the rooster or early in the morning. 
Otherwise, he might come suddenly and find you 
sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to everyone: 
Be alert! 

i. Remember that Jesus is the Master of the 
House. 

ii. Remember that He has given each of us 
something to do until He returns. 

iii. Remember that we do not know when He 
will return. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 I think that God has withheld the day and time of Jesus’ 
return for a purpose. Some in the early church expected it to 
happen at any time.  They quit working and just sat around 
waiting. People today are no different. Instead, we are told that 
He will return, an event that we should look forward to, so we 
need to be ready.  Until He actually returns, we need to be about 
the business that He has given us.  What is the task that God has 



given you while He tarries?  Will we be found busy at the task He 
has given us, or will we be found asleep?  I pray that we will be 
doing what He has given us to do. 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 



 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 89 O Come, All Ye 
Faithful.  If you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come 
forward during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can 
see me after the conclusion of the service. 
 


