
God Is Patient Dec. 6, 2020 
2 Peter 3:8-15 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank You again for the opportunity to 
gather in Your presence as a community of believers to worship 
You. We thank You for the season that we are in, which allows us 
to celebrate the birth of Your Son. We commit during this time 
also to reflect on His promised return. Allow us to glorify You with 
all that is said and done here this morning.  In the name of the 
Christ, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 85 The First Nowell 
HYMN # 87 Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come 
HYMN # 88 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
ADVENT LIGHTING (Preparation): Isaiah 40:3-5: 
“A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way for the 
Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every 
valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the 
rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And 
the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’” 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Shia of Iraq and Beyond 



(SHE-uh) - Christmas trees full of lights. Santa Claus in storefront 
windows. Christmas music playing in malls. These words might 
describe sights in the United States, but they also describe an Iraqi 
city where most people are Muslim. Many Iraqis love the idea of 
Christmas. They love the decorations and believe it's good to 
honor Jesus' birth. But according to their beliefs, Jesus was just 
another prophet whose birth must be honored. This year, while 
living through the coronavirus pandemic, Iraqis are becoming 
disillusioned and questioning many things, including their own 
beliefs. Pray that many Iraqis will seek and find Jesus in all of His 
glory and receive Him as their king. Just as the wise men from the 
East went to great lengths to follow the bright star in search of 
Jesus, the newborn king, pray that many Iraqi Shia will search and 
find out who Jesus is. Pray that Jesus will be worshipped among 
Iraqis just as the wise men bowed down in worship to him long 
ago. And just as the shepherds "returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them," 
pray that Iraqis will go on to share the gospel with their family and 
friends so that the name of Jesus will spread throughout Iraq and 
beyond (Luke 2:20 ESV). 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Ian & Natalie Underhile (Navy Chaplain) 
Honolulu HI 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  Prepare for the Lord’s return. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will reflect on his/her own 
preparedness for the Lord’s return. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15 
 
INTRODUCTION:  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.20


Two instances of anxious waiting come to mind. When a 
couple is expecting a baby, there is joyful expectation of the new 
baby and a whole lot of preparation. Nine months of getting 
things in order for the new arrival, if you know right away. 
  Another instance of anxious waiting is for those waiting 
on death row to be punished for their crimes. As of 2017, the 
average wait between time and sentencing is 243 months.  That’s 
over 20 years of anxiously waiting for something that you know is 
going to happen eventually. 
 I bring up these two examples because as we wait on the 
Lord’s return, whether we think about it or not, we are in one of 
two postures.  We are either waiting expectantly for the Christ to 
take us to our eternal home, or we are waiting for sentencing.  
Today, I want you to think about your waiting posture. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE LORD IS PATIENT BUT HIS PATIENCE WILL END 
a. (3:8-9) Dear friends, don’t let this one thing 

escape you: With the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years like one 
day. The Lord does not delay His promise, as some 
understand delay, but is patient with you, not 
wanting any to perish but all to come to 
repentance. 

b. Back up to verse 3: First, be aware of this: Scoffers 
will come in the last days to scoff, living according 
to their own desires, saying, “Where is the 
promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they have been since 
the beginning of creation. 

i. Peter’s letter was about 30 years after 
Christ’s death. 

ii. Scoffers today tell us the God isn’t real and 
Christ isn’t coming back.  They use this as an 
excuse to live lives that mock Him. 



iii. Peter points out that these people are 
ignoring the flood. 

c. God’s delay is not an excuse for us to live contrary 
to His Word.  His delay is patience, wanting all to 
repent so that they may be saved.  This is 
important. 

 
2. THE LORD’S RETURN IS SWIFT AND SURE 

a. (3:10) But the Day of the Lord will come like a 
thief; on that day the heavens will pass away with 
a loud noise, the elements will burn and be 
dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will 
be disclosed. 

i. Suddenly, unexpectedly, violently. 
ii. Everything that we’ve worked so hard for 

here will be gone. 
b. We can either look forward to this event as the 

culmination of our faith, or we can dread it. 
 

3. WE WAIT FOR A NEW HEAVEN AND EARTH 
a. (3:11) Since all these things are to be destroyed in 

this way, it is clear what sort of people you should 
be in holy conduct and godliness as you wait for 
and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. 

i. Our conduct should be holy, not worldly. 
ii. We should earnestly desire His coming. 

iii. The people of Israel earnestly desired the 
coming of the Messiah, even though they 
misunderstood His coming. 

b. (3:13) But based on His promise, we wait for the 
new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness will dwell. 

i. This earth, and everything and everyone in 
it, are corrupt. 

ii. When the Lord says, it will be destroyed. 
Those of us who have been made 



incorruptible will have a home with the 
Lord, where righteousness will dwell. 

 
4. OUR TIME OF WAITING IS AN OPPORTUNITY 

a. (3:14) Therefore, dear friends, while you wait for 
these things, make every effort to be found at 
peace with Him without spot or blemish. 

i. Christ is the one who makes us without spot 
or blemish. 

ii. To be at peace with Him, we must not only 
avoid sin, but we must do the things He 
commanded us to do. 

b. (3:15) Also, regard the patience of our Lord as an 
opportunity for salvation. 

i. If you are not saved, you can come to a 
saving knowledge of Christ today. 

ii. If you are saved, use this time of the Lord’s 
patience as a opportunity to reach those 
who are lost. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 How are you making use of the time while waiting for the 
Lord? Are you waiting anxiously for His arrival so you can spend 
eternity with Him?  Or are you waiting, like a death-row inmate, 
waiting for the inevitable?  You can make the choice here.  Will 
you anxiously prepare for Christ’s return?  Will you encourage 
others to prepare for His return?  What does waiting on Christ’s 
return look like in your life? 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 



a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 95 Go, Tell It on the 
Mountain.  If you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come 
forward during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can 
see me after the conclusion of the service. 



 
LORD’S SUPPER OBSERVANCE: 
 
The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of Jesus Christ, to be 
administered with the elements of bread and [the cup], and to be 
observed by His churches till the end of the world. It is designed 
to commemorate His death, to confirm the faith of Christians, and 
to be a bond, pledge, and renewal of their communion with Him, 
and of their church fellowship. 
Sappony Baptist Church practices “Open Communion”, which 
means that you do not have to be a member of our congregation 
to partake; the Lord’s Supper is open to all who are saved and 
baptized.   
 
And parents who have children with us in the service, I’d 
encourage you to take time later to instruct your children on the 
significance of Christ’s death 
 
1 Corinthians 11 says: 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: On the 
night when He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, 24gave 
thanks, broke it, and said, “This is My body, which is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.”  25In the same way, after supper He 
also took the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant 
established by My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy way will be guilty of sin against the body and blood 
of the Lord. 28So a man should examine himself; in this way he 
should eat the bread and drink from the cup. 29For whoever eats 
and drinks without recognizing the body, eats and drinks 
judgment on himself. 30This is why many are sick and ill among 
you, and many have fallen asleep. 31If we were properly 
evaluating ourselves, we would not be judged, 32but when we are 



judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, so that we may not be 
condemned with the world. 
 
At this time, let us look into our hearts and see if there is any sin 
in us that needs confession and repentance. If there is a sin that 
you are not willing to repent from, I would ask that you heed the 
scriptural warning and refrain from the bread and the cup. 
 
On the night when He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, 
24gave thanks, broke it, and said, “This is My body, which is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
PRAYER FOR THE BREAD. 
Take and eat… 
25In the same way, after supper He also took the cup and said, 
“This cup is the new covenant established by My blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
  
PRAYER FOR THE CUP. 
Drink all of you. 
 
Matthew 26:30 says that after the Lord ’s Supper they sang a 
hymn, so let’s sing together “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”. 
 


