
Magnify the Lord Dec. 13, 2020 
Luke 1:46-55 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we come to You today humbled that You 
have chosen us to receive the good news of salvation through 
Your Son. You were not obligated to provide relief for our sin 
problem, yet You did. We thank You that we may proclaim Your 
mercy to those who fear You. We thank You for Your promise 
which endures. And we thank You for the privilege that You have 
given us to be called Your children.  In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 89 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
HYMN # 94 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
HYMN # 100 Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Joy): 
Matthew 2:10-11, “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.” (NIV) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Israeli Jews of Israel 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+2:10-11


The Israeli Jewish people are looking forward to the Hanukkah 
season after missing typical celebrations of their Holy Days earlier 
this year. They are looking forward to the customary sweet 
doughnuts and the eight days of gift-giving and celebration with 
families. The confusion and protests from a year of locking down, 
lightening up on lockdowns, then locking down again have 
dampened their joy. However, lights have gone up as well as sales 
of candles, gifts, and sweets. As Israeli Jews think ahead to 
Hanukkah, they also see believers decorating and talking about 
the birth of a Jewish Savior. In their quest for a glimmer of light 
and hope at the end of this very sad year, they are listening to 
believers who are still filled with joy, and they are asking why. 
Please pray for Israeli Jewish people to see the true Light of the 
world. 
 
 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Kevin & Jenn Lott (Church Planters, East 
Bridge Church) Portland OR 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  Mary’s response to God’s work through her was 
to praise Him. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The people of Sappony will consent to allow 
God to work through Him and celebrate the work He does 
through them. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 1:46-55 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 My very favorite episode of a certain 90’s sitcom is a two-
parter called, “The One that Could Have Been.” It looks at how 



each of the six characters’ lives would have been different if they 
had made different choices.  I have often loved to play the “what 
if” game with my own life.  What if I had gone to college right 
after high school?  What would I be doing with a Theatre Degree 
from Wichita State?   
 This time of the year, looking forward as we do to the 
celebration of the birth of Christ, I find myself asking the question, 
“What if Mary had made a different choice?”  Where would we be 
then? 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. MARY ALLOWED GOD TO WORK THROUGH HER 
a. (1:38) “I am the Lord’s slave,” said Mary. “May it 

be done to me according to your word.” 
b. What if she had said something else? 

i. No, thanks, I’m not interested. 
ii. I don’t feel called to that. 

iii. I’m getting married; I don’t have time. 
iv. Maybe you should ask someone else. 

c. What if she had done something else? 
i. Hey girls, lets go to that frat party at the 

University of Nazareth! 
ii. Hey Joseph, let’s hang out after the prom. 

iii. Synagogue is boring; I’m not going 
anymore. 

d. Mary did things that allowed God to use her. 
i. She lived a respectable life. 

ii. She had genuine faith. 
iii. She knew scripture (She quotes 1 Sam, 

Habakkuk, and multiple psalms) 
iv. These things take some time to develop, 

but keep in mind she was around 14. 
e. She certainly counted the cost. 

i. She was engaged to a good man. Suddenly 
turning up pregnant was a reason for his to 
terminate the engagement. 



ii. Is anyone really going to believe her story 
that “The Holy Spirit did it?” 

iii. Her reputation would be shot. 
iv. According to the Law, she could have been 

stoned to death. 
v. Even if she keeps her husband and her life, 

going through an entire pregnancy is not 
easy. 

vi. Then she’s going to have to raise the baby. 
vii. What if she’s a single mom in first-century 

Nazareth? 
f. She allowed God to use her anyway. 

i. She trusted that God knew what He was 
doing. 

ii. She submitted to His will. 
iii. She accepted the responsibility regardless 

of all the possible consequences. 
 

2. MARY CELEBRATED GOD’S WORK THROUGH HER 
a. This passage is a song of praise for what God has 

done and is doing. 
b. (1:46-48) My soul proclaims the greatness of the 

Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, 
because He has looked with favor on the humble 
condition of His slave. 

i. She’s quoting scripture and acknowledging 
God’s greatness and her lowliness. 

ii. She is also alluding to Hannah’s prayer from 
1 Sam 2. 

c. (1:48-49) Surely, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed, because the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and His name is Holy. 

i. Again, praising God for what He has done. 
d. (1:50) His mercy is from generation to generation 

of those who fear Him. 



i. Christ’s sacrifice is the instrument of that 
mercy for us. 

e. (1:54-55) He has helped His servant Israel, mindful 
of His mercy, just as He spoke to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and his descendants forever. 

i. The Messiah had been long-promised and 
Mary had the privilege of carrying Him. 

ii. Just as He was long promised before His 
first Advent, He has promised to return. 

 
CONCLUSION: What is your answer when God wants to use you? 
Is it excuses?  Is it a flat no?  Is it living a life that goes against His 
will?  Or is it, “May it be done to me according to your word?” 
  
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 



a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 
it make sense to you? 

b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 
would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 103 Away in a Manger.  If 
you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come forward 
during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can see me 
after the conclusion of the service. 
 


