
Let It Be Dec 20, 2020 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Father, we come to You today to proclaim our 
love for You. You have loved us with an everlasting love, in spite 
of sin. You so loved the world that You sent Your Son into it in 
order that we may be saved. We rejoice in Your perfect love, that 
we imperfectly return.  We thank You for Your patience and grace 
toward us.  In the name of Christ whom we celebrate here today, 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 76 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
HYMN # 86 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
HYMN # 91 Silent Night, Holy Night 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Love): 
John 3:16-19, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has 
come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil.” 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+3:16-19


PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Conakry, Guinea 
(KON-ah-kree) - For a person walking the streets of Conakry and 
hearing the many languages being spoken, it can be a beautiful 
sound of the uniqueness God has created. At the same time, it 
can be a sound of confusion and difficulty to workers who are 
trying to share the gospel because it's impossible to learn all of 
those languages. Earlier this year, workers were excited to meet 
with a group of women for Bible study, knowing that no one in 
the group spoke their language but feeling confident that the Lord 
would provide a solution. Expecting another woman in the group 
to act as a translator between their common language of French 
and the women's local language, they were surprised that the 
Lord used a young man as the translator. Meet Finn,* the son of 
Linda,* an elderly woman who'd opened her home for this Bible 
study. Finn did a great job of translating as they studied how the 
Lord wanted them to grow in their faith and be a bold and 
influential voice for Him in their homes and neighborhoods. At a 
later meeting of the group, the workers taught Linda how to share 
the gospel with her family. Finn was once again present, but this 
time, he was listening and learning just as much as he was 
helping. Since that day, Finn has chosen to read much of the New 
Testament. Pray that Finn will choose to follow only Jesus and 
that his faith will take root. (*name changed) 
 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Jimmy & Lydia Liu (Church Planters, Toronto 
Grace Missional Church) 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  Jesus has established an eternal kingdom. 
 



SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will submit heart, soul, mind, 
and strength to Jesus as King. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 One of my all-time favorite movie lines is from 1975’s 
Monty Python and the Holy Grail. King Arthur introduces himself 
to a peasant as the king. The peasant says, “I didn’t vote for you.” 
So, Arthur regales the peasant with the story of the Lady in the 
Lake handing him Excalibur making him king. The peasant then 
says, “Strange women lying in ponds distributing swords is no 
basis for a system of government.”  There is an element of truth 
to the storyline here. A king is not voted for; a king is announced. 
Let’s take a look at the announcement of the King in our passage 
today. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 1:26-38 
 
MESSAGE: 
 
This is an announcement that the throne of David is finally filled. 

1. THRONE OF DAVID 
a. (2 Sam 7:12-13) God made a promise to David that 

through David’s descendants God would establish a 
throne forever. 

b. (Between 1003-991 BC) David has consolidated the 
kingdom of Israel. Solomon has yet to be born. 

i. (2 Peter 3:9) The Lord does not delay his 
promise, as some understand delay. 

ii. Perspective: 1000 years ago was about 200 
years before Genghis Khan. 

c. David’s grandson Rehoboam would cause the 
kingdom to be divided. In just over 400 years the 
kingdom would be completely destroyed. 

d. Israel always held onto the promise that David’s 
throne would be restored. 

 



2. HOUSE OF JACOB 
a. (1:33) He will reign over the house of Jacob forever 

i. Jacob was Israel’s name before Israel 
ii. He went from being the trickster to 

wrestling with God. 
b. So, what does this mean to us? 
c. (Rom 10:10-13) One believes with the heart 

resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with 
the mouth resulting in salvation. Now the Scripture 
says, “Everyone who believes on Him will not be 
put to shame,” for there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek, since the same Lord of all is rich to 
all who call on Him. For everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved. 

d. We are grafted into the Kingdom because we 
believe! 

 
3. SON OF GOD (1:32 & 35) 

a. Notice that Gabriel twice calls Jesus the Son of 
God. 

b. Jesus is only a son of David genetically through His 
mother, Mary. (3:23) He was thought to be the son 
of Joseph. 

c. It is important that we accept the virgin birth of the 
Christ. Without the virgin birth, we deny His 
holiness, because only God is holy. 

d. Seemingly as proof, Gabriel offers up Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy with John the Baptizer. 

e. This baby is born with a purpose, and that purpose 
is not to be a baby in a manger, or a “good man” or 
a “good teacher” or even just a prophet. His 
purpose is to rule over God’s people forever. 

 
4. HIS KINGDOM WILL HAVE NO END 

a. (Matt 3:2) John the Baptizer warned, “Repent, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is near.” 



b. (John 18:36) “My kingdom is not of this world,” 
said Jesus. “If My kingdom were of this world, My 
servants would fight, so that I wouldn’t be handed 
over to the Jews. As it is, My kingdom does not 
have its origin here.” 

c. We sin when we give an earthly kingdom a higher 
precedence that the kingdom of God. 

d. The Son’s kingdom was not stopped at the 
crucifixion.  It continues. Those of us who are 
believers are members of the kingdom. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 I want us to pay careful attention to what we have seen in 
the Scripture here. This is not just a birth announcement. This is 
an announcement of the Kingdom of God. It is an announcement 
of the Ruler of the Universe. This gives us two choices: We either 
accept Him as our King and take our place in His kingdom; or we 
reject Him as king and spend eternity outside the kingdom.  

So, if He is your King, what does that require of you?  What 
are we to do with the knowledge that Christ reigns? Are we to 
entrench ourselves further into the things of this world, or are we 
to set aside the things of this world and focus on the things of 
God? Are we to be upset as the continued free-fall into sin that 
the world around us is committed to? Or should we instead, join 
with Gabriel in announcing the coming of the King? 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 



3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 118 What Child Is This.  If 
you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come forward 
during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can see me 
after the conclusion of the service. 
 


