
Recognize Him! Dec. 27, 2020 
Luke 2:21-38 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank You for sending Jesus, in human 
flesh, frail and helpless, in order that He may identify with our 
weaknesses. We thank You that You saw fit to provide Him so that 
we may be redeemed, and we thank You that He reigns. We 
submit our will to You this morning. In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 103 Away in a Manger 
HYMN # 100 Angels We Have Heard on High 
HYMN # 91 Silent Night, Holy Night 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Baptist Conventions of the Central Sahel (West Africa) 
Pray that pastors in Baptist churches across West Africa will be 
faithful to preach the gospel and rightly handle the Word of God. 
Since many Christians across West Africa fall prey to the false 
teachings of the prosperity gospel, ask that these pastors will do 
the work of an evangelist and fulfill their ministry by following 
these instructions given in 2 Timothy 4:2 (ESV): "preach the word; 
be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching." 
 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%204.2


 
NAMB Missionaries: Kevin & Julie Cody (Church Planters, H2O 
Church) Bloomington, IN. 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  The righteous recognize Christ. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will observe the work of Christ 
in the world. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 2:21-38 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 We’ve just celebrated the Lord’s birth. As with the birth of 
any Jewish boy, on the 8th day, He was circumcised. After 40 days, 
the time of purification, He was taken to the Temple to be 
presented. We’re going to see that this fulfilled legal 
requirements, but it also gave two people the opportunity to 
recognize Jesus for who He is even at just a few weeks old.   
 
MESSAGE: 
I.  Legal Requirements 
 A.  Circumcision on the eighth day (Lev 12:3) 
 B.  Named at this time (Luke 1:30-33):  But the angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he 
will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will 
never end.” 
  1.  Means “the Lord is salvation” 
 C.  Purification of the mother  
  1.  40 days for boy/80 days for girl 



  2.  Sacrifices (Lev 12:6) 
   a.  Lamb for burnt offering 
   b.  Pigeon or dove for sin offering 
   c.  If cannot afford lamb, she is to bring two 
doves or two pigeons (Lev 12:8).  Note that in Luke 2:24, the 
sacrifice mentioned is the birds, indicating Mary’s poverty. 
  3.  These requirements are a reminder that sin is 
transmitted to each person. 
 D.  Presentation at the Temple 
  A.  Firstborn males were consecrated to God (Ex 
13:2) 
 
Why is it important that all these requirements of the law were 
fulfilled?  Jesus himself reminds us in Matt 5:17 that He did not 
come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it.  This had to start with his 
birth.  Something else important happened at the Temple when 
Joseph and Mary took him there to dedicate him.  He was 
identified as the long-awaited Messiah.  Interestingly, Jewish law 
required two witnesses.  Deut 19:15 gives the information on 
that, but one witness is not enough to ascertain anything. 
 
II.  Two witnesses 
 A.  Simeon 
  1.  Holy Spirit revealed to him that he would see 
the Christ (Luke 2:26). 
  2.  Was moved by the Holy Spirit to go to the 
Temple that day (Luke 2:27). 
  3.  Praised God (vs 29-32).   
  4.  Prophesied (vs 33-35) 
   a.  Sign that will be spoken against 
   b.  Thoughts of many hearts will be revealed 
   c.  Sword will pierce your soul 
As we previously noted, one witness is not sufficient to prove 
anything.  For all everyone at the Temple knew, this was the 
ramblings of a crazy old man.  And would anyone have believed 
Mary?  She was a teenager who was found to be pregnant before 



her marriage.  And Joseph?  He believed her story about 
conception by the Holy Spirit and married her anyway.  So, just to 
prove that Jesus was who these people were claiming that he 
was, God provided another witness that day. 
 B.  Anna  
  1.  Prophetess and widow (vs 36) 
   a.  Daughter of Phanuel, tribe of Asher 
  2.  Worshiped, fasted, and prayed day and night. 
   a.  Indicates reception of revelation from 
God. 
  3.  Thanked God and spoke about the child to all 
who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
Note that the two witnesses spoke of the two different aspects of 
Christ’s ministry.  Anna pointed out the redemption of Jerusalem 
(still future event).  Simeon pointed out that He was a “light for 
revelation to the Gentiles”.  God had revealed to these two that 
this tiny baby had come to redeem the world.  Including us. 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 It seems highly unlikely that Jesus was the only baby being 
dedicated at the temple that day. So, what caused Simeon and 
Anna to recognize Him? It was the Holy Spirit, of course. What 
causes us to recognize Christ in each other? The Holy Spirit. This 
time of year, we always love to picture Jesus in the manger, but 
we also must picture Him on the cross.  His good news isn’t good 
news without recognizing the bad news first. 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 



c. Generosity? 
3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 

ourselves. 
a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 

c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 87 Joy to the World! The 
Lord Is Come.  If you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may 
come forward during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, 
you can see me after the conclusion of the service. 
 


