
To Worship Him Jan. 3, 2021 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Father God, we thank You for allowing us to be 
present in this place today. We thank You for the earthly life of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. We thank You for the light that He is in the 
darkness. Thank You for allowing us to experience this light. We 
thank You that You have allowed us to receive Him and to be 
called children of God.  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Amen.  
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 115 Worship the Lord 
HYMN # 118 What Child Is This 
HYMN # 113 We Three Kings of Orient Are 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) People of Southern Taiwan 
This month praise God for faithful churches that continue to 
overcome obstacles and press on in sharing the gospel. In a land 
where Christians are few, it would be easy to succumb to 
discouragement for the lack of interest and often slow response. 
This year Siaogang Baptist Church in southern Taiwan celebrated 
55 years of impacting their city for Christ. Please pray as they 
continue pressing on in the task of making healthy disciples who 
will continue to proclaim Christ. May the churches of Southern 



Taiwan not only grow inward this year, but also outward as they 
seek to do ministry in new places. Also, pray for the many 
opportunities that this Christmas season brings to share the 
gospel. May the hearts as well as the spiritual eyes and ears be 
open to hear the gospel as local believers share boldly this year. 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Michael & Janet Pearson (Church Planters, In 
the Light) Baltimore. 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  Are we genuine in our claims to worship Jesus? 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  People will discern between genuine 
worship and self-serving “worship”? 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 2:1-12 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 January 6th, or twelve days after Christmas, on the 
Christian calendar is known as Epiphany. Epiphany is a Christian 
holiday primarily commemorating the Magi's visit to the baby 
Jesus and the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. Eastern 
traditions, which usually call the holiday Theophany, focus on 
Jesus' baptism, seen as the manifestation of Christ as both fully 
human and fully divine. Western traditions focus on the Magi's 
visit, seen as the first manifestation of Christ as savior of Gentiles 
as well as Jews. Epiphany is among the church's oldest and most 
important feasts.  
 
MESSAGE: 
I.  The Plan to Worship Him 
 A.  Wise men (Magi) came from the east 
  1.  Oriental astrologers or magicians 



  2.  properly, belonging to "the Magoi, a Median 
tribe ; a Magian, one of a sacred caste, originally Median, who 
seem to have conformed to the Persian religion, while retaining 
some of their old beliefs 
   a.  Would have had access to Daniel’s 
writings (Dan 9 prophecy of Messiah. 
   b.  Num 24:17 (Balaam’s fourth message) “I 
see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near.  A star will come 
out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. 
 B.  Why did they come? 
  1.  They believed the prophecy 
  2. God sent a star to guide them 
II.  The Plot to Kill Him 
 A.  Herod was disturbed 
  1.  His power was tenuous, and was granted by 
Rome 
  2.  Was not really a Jew, but an Edomite (Esau’s 
line) 
   a.  Prophecy in Numbers indicates that 
Edom will be destroyed. 
 B.  All Jerusalem with Him 
  1.  They lived in fear of Rome crushing them. 
 C.  Helped the Magi with false motives 
  1.  Stated he wanted to worship Jesus 
III.  The Presents that they brought 
 A.  Gold 
  1. Symbol of deity and glory; it speaks of the 
shining perfection of His divine Person. 
  2.  Quite expensive 
 B.  Incense 
  1.  Symbol of purity 
 C.  Myrrh 
  1.  Very expensive cosmetic oil 
  2.  Used for embalming 
   a.  Foreknew his death? (Dan 9:26) 
 



 
CONCLUSION:  
 We must understand a couple of attitudes that prevailed 
when these wise men from the East came to worship the Lord. 
The wise men deliberately came from a long way at great expense 
and inconvenience and brought their best gifts to the Lord.  
Herod, instead, was threatened by Him. This makes sense because 
Jesus requires that we give up our power for His. Are we willing to 
do that today? What does that look like in your life? 
 
GOSPEL PRESENTATION (James Merritt) 

1. The bad news: We are all sinners separated from God. 
a. Everyone sins. 
b. God is holy and sin is a barrier between us and 

Him. 
2. The worst news: There is nothing we can do to take care of 

our sin problem. 
a. Religion? 
b. Trying harder? 
c. Generosity? 

3. The good news: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. 

a. He lived a sinless life 
b. He died for our sins. 
c. His payment was proven at His resurrection. 

4. The best news: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a free 
gift, and all we have to do is receive it. 

a. Realize you are a sinner. 
b. Repent of your sin. 
c. Receive Christ as Lord and Savior. 

5. Three questions 
a. Do you understand what you have heard, and does 

it make sense to you? 
b. Is there any reason you can give God that God 

would accept why you could not receive Christ into 
your life? 



c. Are you willing to pray to Christ for your salvation? 
 
I’m going to ask that everyone close your eyes and bow your 
head.  If you have not yet prayed to receive Christ as your Lord 
and Savior, I will give you a chance to do that now.  If you are 
willing, repeat after me: 
 
Lord Jesus, I confess today that You are Lord.  I turn my life over 
to You to do Your will.  I believe in my heart that You were born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for my sins, was 
buried for three days, and was raised from the dead on the third 
day.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask Your forgiveness for my 
sins.  I commit my life to You from this day forward.  Amen! 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 312 Softly and Tenderly.  
If you prayed to accept Christ as Lord, you may come forward 
during this hymn, or if you’re more comfortable, you can see me 
after the conclusion of the service. 
 


