
 
My Beloved Son Jan 10, 2021 
Mark 1:1-11 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Merciful Lord, we miss gathering together in Your house. 
We miss seeing our brothers and sisters face to face and 
worshipping together with them. However, we are thankful for 
the technology that has allowed us to gather online to worship 
You. We give You honor and glory and praise this morning.  In the 
name of Christ, Amen. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  Baptism requires lowering ourselves and being 
raised and recognized by God. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will recognize the call to 
repentance and self-lowering inherent in baptism. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 1:1-11 
 
INTRODUCTION: (Msgr. Rudolph Bandas) “Today the Church 

celebrates the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord. This brings to an end 
the season of Christmas. The Church recalls Our Lord's second 
manifestation or epiphany which occurred on the occasion of His 
baptism in the Jordan. Jesus descended into the River to sanctify its 
waters and to give them the power to beget sons of God. The event 
takes on the importance of a second creation in which the entire Trinity 
intervenes. 

In the Eastern Church this feast is called Theophany because at 
the baptism of Christ in the River Jordan God appeared in three 
persons. The baptism of John was a sort of sacramental 
preparatory for the Baptism of Christ. It moved men to 
sentiments of repentance and induced them to confess their sins. 
Christ did not need the baptism of John. Although He appeared in 
the "substance of our flesh" and was recognized "outwardly like 
unto ourselves", He was absolutely sinless and impeccable. “ 
  



 For many of us, it has been a long time since our baptism, 
and it seems easy to forget just how important baptism is to the 
life of the believer. We rightly recognize it as the entry into church 
membership, but we fail to see that our baptism continues to 
require things of us after we dry off.  Today, we will look at these. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. BAPTISM REQUIRES REJECTION 
a. What John rejected. 

i. Life of a priest in the temple 
ii. Nice priestly robes 

iii. The food provided to priests. 
iv. The prestige that went with the office. 

b. What those who came to hear him rejected 
i. Their false sense of security as Israelites. 

ii. The idea that they were “good enough” 
iii. The idea that baptism was only required for 

Gentiles. 
iv. Their sins.  They repented.  “Admit it and 

quit it.” 
c. What Jesus rejected 

i. Matthew tells us that Jesus rejected John’s 
argument that He didn’t need baptized. 

ii. After His baptism, Jesus was immediately 
taken to be tempted, and He rejected all 
the temptations. 

iii. By the way, if you are saved, Christ is in you, 
therefore you have the ability to reject 
temptation. 

d. Rejection of what this world has to offer does not 
end at baptism.  Rather baptism publicly 
announces a lifelong commitment to reject the 
things of this world.  Many have forgotten that. 

 
 
 



2. BAPTISM REQUIRES REPENTANCE 
a. Jesus obviously did not need to repent. He had no 

sin. So, why was He baptized? In having John 
baptize Him, He affirmed the validity of John’s 
preaching. He also identified Himself with those 
sinners whom He came to save. 

b. Literally everyone else who has ever come for 
baptism has sin that they need to repent from. 
Those coming to see John in the wilderness 
repented and were baptized.  

c. This is the same thing Peter prescribes in Acts 2:38, 
“Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be baptized 
each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

d. Also, repentance is not a one-time thing done at 
baptism. We continue to fail, and when we do, we 
continually need to repent.  

 
3. BAPTISM REQUIRES RESURRECTION 

a. Baptism is always a picture of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ. 

b. As Christ identified with us in our need of His 
salvation, we identify with the sacrifice that He 
made to bring it about. 

c. When Jesus came up out of the water, what did He 
hear?  “You are My beloved Son; I take delight in 
You.” 

d. When we are raised out of the water, while we 
may not hear an audible voice, we do become His 
beloved children in whom He is well pleased. 

e. Baptism is the putting to death of the old life and 
the fresh beginning of a new life. Being a new 
creation causes us to act differently than the old 
creation, or at least it should. 

 



CONCLUSION: What does baptism require of us? 
1. It should go without saying that baptism requires us to 

reject our old life. We must reject our sins. We must reject 
our temptations as they come. One by one, we need to 
look at each of our temptations, realize that it is not from 
God, reject it, and move on. 

2. We must reject Satan’s lies. We must reject the fear that 
Satan has sown in the world.  We must reject the fear of 
losing our comforts. John lived out that rejection, and so 
did Christ, and so have so many Christians throughout 
history. 

3. We must reject any false sense of security. Our eternal 
security is not in the hands of a government, or a bank 
balance, or in distance from where the “real” problems 
are. Our eternal security is in Christ alone! 

4. We must repent. I want to be clear; this is not a one-time 
thing. We must repent in order to receive salvation, but 
we must also continuously repent for the sins that we 
commit. We are not fully sanctified yet, so while we are on 
this side of heaven, we must repent of those sins that we 
commit. As Steve Gaines like to say, “Admit it and quit it.” 

5. Finally, since baptism is a picture not only of burial, but of 
coming out of the grave, we must live that new life. We 
must live unlike we did before. We must live worthy of the 
voice of God who said, “You are my beloved Son, I take 
delight in you.”  

6. What does that look like in your life? 
  


