
Who’s Speaking to You? Jan 17, 2021 
1 Kings 11:43-12:11 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to the livestream for Sappony Baptist Church in 
Stony Creek, Virginia. We’re glad that you joined us. Please be 
sure to give us a like or a comment to let us know that you’ve 
been with us today. 
 
PRAYER: 
 Gracious Lord, we welcome You into our homes and into 
our hearts this morning. We thank You that we are able to gather 
in this way, and we look forward to the day when we will gather in 
person again. Remove our distractions from us as we approach 
this time of worship together. We are not here for what we will 
receive, but we are here to give honor, and glory, and praise to 
you.  In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We need to pay attention to who is speaking 
into our lives. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be inspired to be a disciple 
of Christ, not a disciple of outside influences. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 I had a really great week in a Zoom class on preaching. I 
got to have 16 peers in various parts of the world speak into my 
life. It was motivating and encouraging, but also a little 
exhausting. I also got to speak into their lives, which I’ll admit, was 
a bit intimidating. I get very nervous preaching to other preachers, 
because I know that they’re going to see all my little mess-ups. 
But it was good, and while I miss standing in the pulpit, I’m glad to 
be bringing you this message today.  I actually had a completely 
different message in mind all week, and God woke me up 
Saturday with this one, so first let’s turn to our passage. 



 I want you all to now picture in your mind, a living room. 
Since most of you are in one or near one, that shouldn’t be 
difficult. How many people can you fit comfortably in the room? 
What happens if they all start talking at the same time?  It’s going 
to be a jumbled mess.  Try having a legitimate conversation when 
Grandpa has to have the TV turned up loud enough to drown out 
the voices.  It can’t be done. 
 Now, picture in that room, the people trying to get your 
attention.  Do they look like you? Act like you? Did you even invite 
them there? Or do they just appear on a screen?  Today, I want us 
to picture deciding on the most important voices to listen to, and 
tuning the others out.  I want to know, who is speaking into your 
life? 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Kings 11:43-12:11 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. WE’RE TEMPTED TO HEAR WHAT WE WANT 
a. Rehoboam made the terrible choice to listen to his 

friends. Their advice divided the kingdom. 
b. David Guzik: This is a common phenomenon today 

– what some call advice shopping. The idea is that 
you keep asking different people for advice until 
you find someone who will tell you what you want 
to hear. This is an unwise and ungodly way to get 
counsel. It is better to have a few trusted 
counselors you will listen to even when they tell 
you what you don’t want to hear. 

c. If everyone who is speaking into your life is exactly 
like you, you’re only going to hear what you want 
to hear. It’s called an echo chamber. 

i. This week, I got to hear what my preaching 
sounds like to an African American man, a 
pastor in Tokyo, a children’s minister, a 
youth pastor, middle-aged white guys like 
me, and a Gen-Z woman, among others. 



ii. Not everything that they said was flattering, 
but it was all things I needed to hear. 

d. Often you can gauge the success of a leader by who 
they choose to keep in their inner circle.  

 
2. DON’T KEEP TOXIC PEOPLE IN YOUR LIVING ROOM 

a. Those whose only motive is to criticize. 
b. Those who are abusive in language or action. 
c. Those who spread your secrets. 
d. Those whose lives do not show empathy or 

repentance. 
e. I have had to “unfollow” a lot of people on 

Facebook because of their toxic attitudes. I can’t 
have these people speaking into my life, and you 
shouldn’t either. 

f. Picture your living room. Make a seat in the living 
room of your mind for these types of people. 

 
3. KEEP SOME ELDERS IN THE ROOM 

a. Rehoboam chose to ignore the advice of his elders. 
It cost him dearly. 

b. Specifically, you want Godly elders in your life. If 
you are a believer, you want someone speaking 
into your life who has been where you are and 
seen God work.  Make room on your couch for this 
person.  

c. You may have to help this person figure our her 
phone. She may also have the word of God that 
you need to hear in that moment. 

 
4. KEEP SOME YOUNGERS IN THE ROOM 

a. If you’ve been privileged enough to become one of 
the elders, you need to keep some younger people 
in your living room. 

b. You may need to be the voice of wisdom in their 
lives. 



c. They grew up in a different world than you did, and 
it’s ok! Be nice to them. If you automatically 
dismiss people who aren’t like you, they won’t 
listen to you. 

d. Younger people have hopes, dreams, and fears like 
you do. 

e. They may even help you get your phone working! 
 

5. KEEP AN ABIGAIL IN THE ROOM 
a. 1 Samuel 25 tells the story of Abigail. Her husband 

Nabal decided to insult David. David planned to kill 
Nabal and all his men. 

b. Abigail spoke to David and told him not to incur 
this evil upon himself.  

c. Don’t ignore that this encouragement to not sin 
came from a woman. 

d. David wisely listened and God handled Nabal. 
e. Maj. Weaver’s “Don’t do this stupid!” 
f. Always keep someone in the living room who will 

tell you “Don’t do that, it’s dumb.” 
 

6. KEEP A NATHAN IN THE ROOM 
a. 2 Samuel 11 tells the very familiar story of David’s 

affair with Bathsheba. 
b. In the next chapter, we are introduced to Nathan, 

who has the unpleasant task of confronting the 
king with his sin. 

c. Nathan confronted David with his sin and brought 
David to repentance. 

d. There are going to be times when you mess up. 
Keep someone in your living room who has 
permission to speak blunt truth to you when you’re 
wrong. 

e. This person should be a strong Christian who will 
not only tell you when you’re wrong, but bring you 
around to Godly sorrow and repentance. 



 
7. KEEP THE HOLY SPIRIT FRONT AND CENTER IN THE ROOM 

a. I don’t save the Holy Spirit for last as an 
afterthought, but because this is the most 
important voice that needs to be speaking into 
your life. 

b. The Holy Spirit must receive the most important 
spot in the living room of your mind.  Give Him the 
good chair. 

c. If your living room is crowded with voices, you 
need to silence them all for a time, and listen to 
what God is telling you. 

d. Read the Bible and prayerfully reflect on it!  
e. How do you discern if the voice in your head is God 

or from someone else? 
i. Study the real thing! (MacArthur) 

ii. As you study and pray, God will speak to 
you. 

f. You discern the voice of the Holy Spirit by listening 
to the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

g. “My sheep know My voice.” (John 10:27) 
 
 
CONCLUSION:   
 There is only so much room in the living room of your 
mind for voices speaking into your life. We have an endless supply 
of people on TV, social media, and real life wanting to speak into 
our lives, some for good and some for harm. We must learn to 
discern these voices. Particularly, we must learn to discern the 
one voice that we need to hear the most, the voice of God. 


