
In 40 Days Jan 24, 2021 
Jonah 3:1-10 
 
WELCOME: 
 Welcome to the live stream service of Sappony Baptist 
Church. We are pleased that you are able to join us. Please give us 
a like or a comment to let us know that you’ve stopped by. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
 Gracious Lord, we thank You for the opportunity that You 
have given us to worship You again. We thank You for your 
mercies each day that we experience anew. We ask for health and 
safety for those listening. We ask healing for our friends and 
families that have COVID. We ask that You enable us to regather 
in person soon. And now, as we turn to Your word, we ask You to 
illuminate it to us and allow us to be transformed by it.  In the 
name of Your Son, Amen. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We must call people to repentance. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be inspired to overcome 
his/her own prejudices and share the gospel with the lost. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Have you ever noticed that a lot of disaster movies start 
with people doing the most boring of things, living their lives? And 
then there’s the hero of the movie, usually some kind of scientist, 
trying to warn people that some really dangerous disaster is about 
to happen. This person is never taken seriously by the 
government or by the people until it’s too late and then they have 
to scramble to save the world using the knowledge that only they 
possess. We are always taught to see those movies through the 
eyes of the hero who saves everyone from certain disaster. But 
what if we try to see it from the point of view of the average 
person on the street?   



 What if you were just there trying to get to work in the 
morning when some crazy person announced that the city would 
be destroyed in 40 days? Would you pay attention, or would you 
just want this person out of your way so you could continue with 
what you were doing? Today, we’re going to take a look at a city 
full of people who believed and did something about it.   
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Jonah 3:1-10 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE CALL 
a. (3:1-2) Then the world of the Lord came to Jonah a 

second time: “Get up! Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and preach the message that I tell you.” 

b. Jonah had previously refused 
i. Tried to run away 

ii. Tossed overboard 
iii. Swallowed by a great fish 
iv. Vomited on shore 

c. After all this, God repeats his call to Jonah.  So this 
time, even though he’s not happy about it, Jonah 
goes. (Verse 3) 

 
2. THE MESSAGE 

a. (3:4) Jonah set out on the first day of his walk in 
the city and proclaimed, “In 40 days Nineveh will 
be demolished.” 

b. Note the simplicity of the message. He simply 
proclaims destruction. He does not even indicate 
that they could be spared from it. 

c. Jonah was just walking through the streets 
proclaiming the word that the Lord had revealed to 
him. 

d. Jonah did not like the Ninevites and did not even 
want them to repent. 

 



3. THE RESPONSE 
a. (3:5) The men of Nineveh believed in God. They 

proclaimed a fast and dressed in sackcloth—from 
the greatest of them to the least. 

b. The response of the people was to recognize their 
sin and demonstrate repentance of it. 

c. The people did this before the king caught on to 
what was happening. The king then commanded it! 

d. What will happen if we call people to repentance? 
e. Making the animals fast, doing without food or 

drink, would have caused a terrible ruckus that 
would have been unrelenting. This would have 
been a continuous reminder of why they were 
fasting. 

f. What God saw was that they had turned away from 
their sins and violence. 

 
4. THE MERCY 

a. (3:10) Then God saw their actions—that they had 
turned from their evil ways—so God relented from 
the disaster He had threatened to do to them. And 
He did not do it. 

b. God did not want to destroy Nineveh. If He did, He 
would have just done it. Instead, He gave them a 
chance to turn away from their wickedness. 

c. God is still providing a chance to turn away from 
wickedness. 

d. It’s our job to answer the call and give the 
message! 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 God made a pretty clear demand on Jonah. God cared 
enough about the people of Nineveh that He wanted them to 
repent from their evil ways and turn to Him. This repentance 
spared the city for about another 150 years. God has also made a 
pretty clear demand on us as disciples as well. Christ commanded 



that we go into all the world and make disciples. Christ came to 
save all who will come to Him. We have an obligation to obey the 
call to go to our Nineveh, to proclaim the message that He has 
given us to proclaim. We are not responsible for their repentance; 
we are responsible for sharing the message. God will have mercy 
on those who repent, whether we want Him to or not. Our job is 
to tell them about Him! 
 


