
A New Teaching Jan 31, 2021 
Mark 1:21-28 
 
WELCOME: 

Thank you for joining us for the livestream service of 
Sappony Baptist Church in Stony Creek, VA. Please give us a like or 
a comment to let us know that you’ve joined us this morning. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
 Gracious Father, we thank You for providing for us 
throughout this week. We thank You for the answered prayer in 
Pauline getting out of the hospital. We thank You for the relative 
health and safety that we have experienced. We thank You for 
Your goodness and mercy toward us. As we worship You this 
morning, remove all distraction from us. Remove any barriers to 
our hearing and understanding. Allow us to rest and enjoy Your 
presence today. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We must submit to Christ’s authority to speak 
into our lives and remove opposition to His work in us. 

SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will open himself up to the work 
of Christ in his life. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 At one point in our early marriage, I got pretty good at 
assembling particle board furniture from Walmart. When you 
move a lot and have no money, it’s what you do. I remember that 
this furniture always came with poorly printed and translated 
instructions, and sometimes the pages weren’t even in order. Do 
any of you look at your Bible like that? Difficult instructions that 
you’re not sure you’re following right? Or do you see the scripture 
as the holy, living, breathing Word of God that has power and 
authority to speak into your life. Do you see it as the power to 
transform you, or do you see it as a big rule book? Today, we’re 
going to see the power of the Word of Christ.  
 



SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 1:21-28 
 
BACKGROUND:  

When we encounter this passage, it is very early in Jesus’ 
teaching ministry. He’s already been baptized and tempted in this 
chapter, and it doesn’t appear that he’s even got all his disciples 
together yet. He’s not well known, and in a town that he’s not 
from.     
 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. WE HAVE SUBMIT TO THE TEACHING OF CHRIST 
a. (1:21) Then they went into Capernaum, and right 

away He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath 
and began to teach. 

i. Synagogue services were very simple, with 
reading from the scrolls, a blessing, a 
prayer, and a psalm. 

ii. Any competent man could preach.  
iii. Jesus was starting to get known, so he 

would have been invited to speak. 
iv. In the NT we see that Paul was also often 

invited to speak at the synagogue. 
b. (1:22) They were astonished at His teaching 

because unlike the scribes, he was teaching them 
as one having authority. 

i. Let’s not necessarily read this as reflecting 
negatively on the scribes. They had the 
scriptures, the traditions, the teaching of 
the well-known rabbis. They were second-
hand teachers. 

ii. The scribes, however, were not Christ. 
Christ taught with authority because he has 
all authority. 

iii. The scribes did not have the Holy Spirit, 
because He was not available to them. 



c. Since Christ has authority in our lives, His teaching 
has value to us. 

i. We are not taught about Christ just for the 
sake of knowing things. 

ii. The teaching of the One with authority has 
value because it carries His authority. 

iii. I want us to be careful to not think of 
Christ’s teachings as a list of do’s and 
don’ts.  

iv. We can only live a life that is pleasing to 
Him if we allow Him to speak into our life! 

d. We need to allow Him to speak life into us and evil 
out of us! 

 
2. WE HAVE TO ALLOW CHRIST TO REMOVE OUR EVIL 

a. (1:23-24) Just then a man with an unclean spirit 
was in their synagogue. He cried out, “What do You 
have to do with us, Jesus—Nazarene? Have You 
come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy 
One of God!” 

i. In our current era, we hesitate to talk about 
evil spirits. They did not quit existing after 
the Bible was written. 

ii. This evil spirit may have been trying to cast 
out Jesus. The evil in our world continually 
tries to cast Him out. 

iii. The darkness and the light cannot exist in 
the same place. 

b. (1:25-26) But Jesus rebuked him and said, “Be 
quiet, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit 
convulsed him, shouted with a loud voice, and 
came out of him. 

i. Notice the man’s role in this. He didn’t try 
to get rid of his own evil. He submitted to 
Jesus’ word doing it for him. 



ii. There was no amount of trying that this 
man could have done to have gotten rid of 
the evil spirit. Jesus did it with a command. 

c. OK, Preacher, but I’m not possessed! 
i. (Ps. 139:23-24) Search me, God, and know 

my heart; test me and know my concerns. 
See if there is any offensive way in me; lead 
me in the everlasting way. 

ii. None of us are perfect yet. Every one of us 
has some offensive way in them. Some evil 
that is waiting for the right time to come to 
the surface. 

iii. This is why we must always allow Christ to 
speak into our lives and cast out the evil 
that lurks in there. 

d. Only by allowing Christ to speak into our lives can 
He purify us and make us pleasing to Him. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
I want us all to think about these things: 

• How are you allowing Christ to speak into your life? Or are 
you? 

• Other than Sunday morning, do you have a time, 
preferably each day, where you allow Christ to speak into 
your life? 

• Are you allowing His word to convince you, or are you 
arguing against it? 

• Are you allowing Him to change you, or are you fighting 
against Him? 

• Are you trying to change by your own power, or are you 
showing up and allowing Him to work in you? 

• What is one thing that you can do this week to allow Christ 
to speak into your life more? 

  
 


