
The Transfiguration Feb 14, 2021 
Mark 9:2-13 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to the sermon for Sappony Baptist Church in 
Stony Creek, VA. We’re happy that you are joining us today. 
Please give us a like or a comment to let us know that you’ve 
joined us.  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
 Gracious Lord, we come to You today thankful for the 
privilege of worshipping You. We ask that You bless this virtual 
gathering as we join together to seek Your word. We ask that You 
bless everyone listening with a special blessing, whether together 
or separated by time and distance. We ask Your blessing on the 
reading and proclamation of Your word today. In the name of 
Christ, Amen. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We are to live in the expectation of Christ’s 
return. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be inspired to live in light of 
Christ’s certain return. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 9:2-13 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Today is Transfiguration Sunday. It notes the event of the 
Transfiguration of Christ, which occurred shortly before His death 
on the cross. This Wednesday, our Catholic friends will have ash 
placed on their foreheads and will start to observe the season of 
Lent which leads up to Easter, or as I prefer, Resurrection Sunday. 
We cannot look at the Transfiguration without becoming aware 
Christ’s return that we look forward to. 
 I always think that it’s interesting when people try to 
assign timelines or assert that things in the news are signposts 



that indicate the end. Jesus Himself said that no one knows the 
day or hour. I recently saw where someone used the fact that 
Kamala Harris wore purple to the inauguration as evidence that 
she was the woman from Revelation 17:4. I’m not ready to make 
that leap. 
 What I do know for certain is that we are somewhere 
between Christ’s first coming and His second. I would even say 
that I believe we are closer to His second coming than His first. 
But I’m not willing to say that an American election result is the 
harbinger of the return of Christ. The important thing here is not 
for us to try to interpret everything we see as a sign of His 
impending return. We know that He will return because He 
promised to return. 
 Jesus’ disciples needed something to give them hope 
during the days after His crucifixion. They would also need hope 
after His ascension as they faced persecution. The transfiguration 
provided them, and us, a glimpse of that hope. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. A GLIMPSE OF THE SON’S GLORY 
a. (9:2) After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and 

John and led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves to be alone. 

i. Six days after Peter had confessed Jesus as 
the Messiah. 

ii. Six days after Jesus had the disciples He 
must be crucified. 

iii. “Get behind Me, Satan.” (8:33) 
b. (9:2b-3) He was transformed in front of them, and 

His clothes became dazzling—extremely white as 
no launderer on earth could whiten them. 

i. This was not an external light shining on 
Him, but an internal light shining out from 
Him. 

ii. In Exodus 34, after an encounter with God, 
Moses’ face shines exceedingly brightly. 



c. The thought of Moses’ encounter with God may 
have briefly popped into the disciples’ minds 
before the appearance of Moses and Elijah. 

 
2. A GLIMPSE OF THE FATHER 

a. (9:7) A cloud appeared, overshadowing them, and 
a voice came from the cloud: This is My beloved 
Son; listen to Him! 

b. God took the form of a cloud when leading Israel 
from Egypt. 

c. Note the similarity to the words spoken at Christ’s 
baptism. 

d. These disciples get to witness the Son in His glory 
and the words of the Father. They also get to 
witness a glimpse of the past. 

 
3. A GLIMPSE OF THE PAST 

a. (9:4) Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they 
were talking with Jesus. 

i. We’re not told that introductions were 
made. Did they just know Elijah and Moses? 

b. (Luke 9:31) They appeared in glory and were 
speaking of His death, which He was about to 
accomplish in Jerusalem. 

i. Elijah represents the OT prophets. 
ii. Moses represents the Law. 
iii. Together they represent the whole history 

of Israel leading to Christ. 
c. It’s helpful to note at this point that Moses had 

died about 1400 years prior to this, and Elijah had 
been taken up about 900 years before this. Yet, 
here they were. 

d. In Matthew’s account, it appears that this is a 
vision. If it was, it had to have been a very vivid one 
to make Peter’s words make sense. 



e. (9:5-6) Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s good 
for us to be here! Let us make three tabernacles: 
one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—
because he didn’t know what to say, since they 
were terrified. 

i. A lot of great theological thinkers have 
spilled a lot of ink over this statement. 

ii. Some think that God rebuked Him for 
putting Moses and Elijah on the same level 
with Jesus. 

iii. Some have used it to point to Peter’s heart 
to serve. 

iv. Some have used it as a caution against 
talking when you don’t know what to say. 

v. I think the answer is quite simple: It’s there 
to provide a detail that only someone who 
was there would know. 

f. Remember that Mark wrote based on Peter telling 
him what happened. That’s why it’s here; it’s just a 
funny detail that you’d remember if you were 
there, much like (Mark 14:51-52) talking about 
Jesus’ arrest.  

i. (14:51-52) Now a certain young man, 
having a linen cloth wrapped around his 
naked body, was following Him. They 
caught hold of him, but he left the linen 
cloth behind and ran away naked. 

g. I say all this to make the point that this really 
happened. Moses and Elijah were really there. This 
was not simply a glimpse of the past, however, 
there was also a glimpse of the future. 

 
4. A GLIMPSE OF THE FUTURE 

a. The Son of God in His glory. 
b. Hope of resurrection after death. This will be very 

important to them after Christ is crucified. 



c. Of course, they’re still going to have questions. 
d. They have always been taught that Elijah must 

come before the Messiah, yet if Jesus is the 
Messiah, where is Elijah? 

i. A type of Elijah came in John the Baptist. 
ii. The two witnesses in Revelation 11 seem 

likely to be Moses and Elijah. 
iii. If this is the case, Micah’s prophecy refers 

to His second coming. 
e. Things are going to get really difficult shortly for 

the disciples. Jesus is giving them something to see 
to hold on for hope in the future. 

 
CONCLUSION: What is the source of hope for your future? 

• Is it in finances? 

• Is it in secure borders? 

• Is it in a political party? 

• Is it in a vaccine? 

• Is it in something that you have worked for? 

• Or is your hope for the future in the person and the work 
of Christ? 

• Are you anticipating His return? 
  
 


