
At the Feast of Tabernacles Feb. 28, 2021 
John 7:14-39 
 
INVOCATION:  
 Gracious Lord, we thank You for allowing us to gather in 
Your house today. We thank You for the health that You have 
given us that allows us to be here. We approach Your throne 
today with hearts that worship You. Make Your presence known 
to us today in a mighty way. In the name of Your Son Jesus, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  We 
will not be singing this week, but I’d like you to be prepared to 
start singing again in the next couple of weeks. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Peoples of Madagascar 
"Jesus came . . . as a Savior to take away the sins of all people who 
lost their way--sinners who should have been lost, who should 
have been sent into hell, but Jesus came to save them." These are 
the words of a teenage Malagasy believer living in southwestern 
Madagascar. The southern part of Madagascar is notoriously dry 
and is currently waiting for much-needed rain. During this difficult 
time, local pastors are leading their churches in caring for one 
another and their communities. These communities deeply value 
relationships. Many people have come to faith through watching 
a transformation occur in the life of someone close to them. 
Leaders grow through daily service alongside a more mature 
leader. Pray for these believers to be strong in the midst of 
suffering and to continue to share this message of the Savior who 



came to those who have "lost their way," leading others to faith 
and maturity through their changed lives. 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Week of Prayer for North American Missions 
(Annie Armstrong) 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 Dianne-Awaiting Results 
 Judy—Recovering from ankle surgery 
 Joe—Has to gain enough strength for a heart cath. 
 James Ward—Started chemo on 2/10 
 Brandy—Loss of aunt and uncle due to COVID 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We can separate true teaching from false 
teaching. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be better equipped to 
discern true teaching from false teaching. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: John 7:14-39 
 
INTRODUCTION: I belong to a pastor’s group on Facebook. It is 
insightful, encouraging, and even sometimes a bit of fun. I saw a 
post a while back that made me think. The pastor wrote 
something like, “If you are not calling out false teachers, you are 
not doing your job.” My immediate thought was I do not have 
time to listen to every preacher with a TV program, radio 
program, book, or podcast and evaluate them all to see if they’re 
telling the truth. And I don’t believe that’s my job. Now certainly, I 
will address false teachings that are particularly aggressive or 
popular, but I can’t shield people from false teachings. The best 
that I can do is to teach them to find the truth.  So I arrive at this 
passage a few weeks later, and with the help of William Hull’s 
commentary I saw that Jesus gives us three ways (plus a bonus 
way) to tell if a teacher or what he is teaching is true. 



   
 
MESSAGE: 

1. Corroboration of Conscience 
a. (7:16-17) Jesus answered them, “My teaching isn’t 

Mine, but is from the One who sent Me. If anyone 
wants to do His will, he will understand whether 
the teaching is from God or if I am speaking on My 
own.” 

b. Jesus’ accusers were leveraging the charge that He 
wasn’t properly educated by a known Rabbi. 

c. A modern-day equivalent would be a pastor with 
no seminary education. They exist. I know because 
I was one. 

d. The first way Jesus gives them to see if His teaching 
is true is to seek to do God’s will.   

i. This goes beyond surface obedience. 
ii. You have to desire in your heart to obey 

God.  
iii. If you truly desire to obey Him, you will be 

equipped to do so. Then your conscience 
will be good. You will know that what you 
are doing pleases Him. 

e. If you stick with surface obedience, without a 
desire to truly obey, you will experience a crisis of 
conscience because you are not meeting with 
God’s basic intent of love Him first and love others. 
Selfish motives will leave you unable to fully enjoy 
God. 

 
2. Selfless Ministry 

a. (7:18) The one who speaks for himself seeks his 
own glory. But He who seeks the glory of the One 
who sent Him is true, and there is no 
unrighteousness in Him. 

b. Don’t just look for an action; look for a motive. 



c. As an example, Jesus always pointed to the Father 
who sent Him.  

d. Many “pastors” or teachers are self-promoting. 
Beware of these. 

i. “Buy my book” 
ii. “Send ‘seed money’” 

iii. “Buy my envelope of water.” 
iv. More about entertainment than gospel. 
v. Beware of any ministry named after the 

preacher. “Joe Schmoe Ministries”.  
e. Look at what the preacher does and who benefits 

from it. If a ministry is leading to lives transformed 
for Christ, that is a good sign. 

f. If the preacher continually points toward Christ and 
not himself, this is a good sign. 

 
3. Fulfillment of Scriptural Intention 

a. Commander’s Intent 
b. Jesus knew that the hearts of “the Jews” weren’t 

right. They were trying to kill Him for violating the 
Sabbath, when clearly what He did was a good 
thing. 

c. The Jews weren’t interested in how He was 
fulfilling the scriptures. Jesus didn’t fit their 
perceptions of who the Messiah should be. 

d. They knew the Law. But they didn’t keep the spirit 
of the Law. They used it to shackle people instead 
of to free them. 

e. (Heb. 10:25) warns against neglecting the 
fellowship meetings. Some would say that this 
meant you were sinning if you weren’t in church 
Sunday morning, Sunday night, Wednesday night. 
Some of called us sinful for not gathering together 
for a time during the pandemic. I would argue that 
God’s command to care for the vulnerable filled 
the intent of scripture better. 



f. The only way that you can know if the preacher 
that you are listening to is preaching what the 
scripture commands is to be in the scripture 
yourselves. 

g. If you spend enough time in the Word, you will 
quickly recognize false teaching. 

h. Matthew Henry: “Only those who hate truth shall 
be given up to errors which will be fatal.” 

 
4. Bonus: The Holy Spirit 

a. (7:37-39) If anyone is thirsty, he should come to me 
and drink! The one who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture has said, will have streams of living water 
flow from dep within him.” He said this about the 
Spirit. Those who believed in Jesus were going to 
receive the Spirit, for the Spirit had not yet been 
received because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

b. Jesus ends his talk, on the last day of the feast by 
talking about the Spirit that John parenthetically 
notes became available after Jesus was glorified. 

c. Remember that the Holy Spirit is given to us as 
believers as a comforter and counselor. 

i. He helps to transform our hearts and will to 
His. 

ii. He helps us to discern motives in others. 
iii. He helps us to do God’s will and His work 

that He has given to us. 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 As we look forward to Jesus’ return in glory, are you 
listening to Him? Really listening? Are you allowing Him to shape 
your will and your actions? Is there an area of your life that you 
have not given up to Him? Are you willing to do that today? 
 
 


