
Four Types of People  March 7, 2021 
John 7:40-52 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank You for bidding us come to Your 
house today to worship You. We thank You for the health and 
safety that You have given us to be here. At this time, Lord, allow 
us to shut out the distractions of the world and focus our 
attention on You. We come to You to give You honor, praise, and 
glory. In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 261 Wonderful Words of Life 
HYMN # 406 The Solid Rock 
HYMN # 407 Because He Lives 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Tihama Yemeni Arabs of Yemen 
(tih-HAH-mah) - David writes in Psalm 9:9-10 (NIV): "The LORD is a 
refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those 
who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD, have never 
forsaken those who seek you." Many Tihama Yemeni Arabs do not 
know the name of the Lord. They have not had the opportunity to 
hear about God's love for them and His redeeming act of love 
through the death of His Son, Jesus. Pray that Tihama Yemeni 
Arabs will seek God. Ask that they will come to know the name of 
God and take refuge in Him and Him alone. 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%209.9-10


 
NAMB Missionaries: Derick and Cayla Sherfey (Church Planters, 
The Oaks Church) Denver CO. 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless: Needs food. 
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We cannot rely on what we think we know 
about Jesus. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will be inspired to grow in 
relationship with Jesus, not just in knowledge about Him. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: John 7:40-52 
 
INTRODUCTION:  

We have for the last couple of weeks gone over Jesus’ 
teaching at the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles. With His teaching, 
people have formed some pretty strong opinions about Him. In 
today’s passage, we see four types of people confronted with 
Jesus. These same four types exist today, and we are going to talk 
about them to figure out which person we are.  These four are 
fans, skeptics, haters, and disciples. Let’s look at each of them.   
 
MESSAGE: 

1. FANS DIMINISH JESUS 
a. (7:40) When some from the crowd heard these 

words, they said, “This really is the Prophet!” 
b. These people were excited for Jesus. They just 

didn’t know who He is. 
i. Fish decals 

ii. T Shirts 
iii. (6:60) Therefore, when many of His 

disciples heard this, they said, “This 
teaching is hard! Who can accept it?” 



c. Based on his talk of streams of living water in 7:38, 
they thought of Him as the prophet like Moses 
promised in Deuteronomy 18:15-18. 

i. The Prophet was supposed to come before 
the Messiah. 

ii. JTB, anyone? 
d. These were excited as long as Jesus said what they 

wanted to hear. 
e. Fans abandon you when they don’t like something 

you say. J. K. Rowling lost many fans for a tweet 
asserting that biological “sex is real.” Now she’s 
labeled as transphobic. 

f. As an aside, the cultural religion of “wokeness” 
finds you guilty of violating whatever arbitrary 
rules are applicable that day. There is no allowance 
for viewpoints that may have changed, like Dr. 
Seuss. 

g. Fans leave when Jesus says something that’s 
unpopular like, “Take up your cross and follow 
Me.” 

h. Fans aren’t the only ones in the crowd who are 
going to cause a problem. In this crowd, we 
encounter skeptics. 

 
2. SKEPTICS DOUBT JESUS 

a. (7:41) Others said, “This is the Messiah!” But some 
said, “Surely the Messiah doesn’t come from 
Galilee, does he? Doesn’t the scripture say that the 
Messiah comes from David’s offspring and from 
the town of Bethlehem, where David once lived?” 

b. The skeptic, based on what he thinks he knows, 
rejects those things that don’t fit into his 
worldview. 

c. In this case, the skeptics don’t know that Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem. 



d. Modern skeptics will deny the virgin birth or the 
resurrection because they know these things aren’t 
possible. 

 
3. HATERS ATTACK JESUS 

a. (7:47) Then the Pharisees responded to them: “Are 
you fooled too? Have any of the rulers or Pharisees 
believed in Him? But this crowd, which doesn’t 
know the law, is accursed!” 

i. Should we rely on what our religious and 
political leaders believe? 

ii. Rep. Jerry Nadler: "What any religious 
tradition describes as God’s will is no 
concern of this Congress.” 

iii. The Pharisees had a vested interest in 
protecting their wealth, status, and 
position. God was always a threat to their 
ambitions. 

b. Here, the Pharisees are responding to the guards 
with contempt. They are looking down on the 
people and on Jesus.  

i. They sent guards to arrest Him. 
ii. They accused His followers of being fooled. 

c. They even get hateful with one of their own who 
tries to correct them. 

i. “You aren’t from Galilee too, are you?” 
d. If a hater can’t disprove you, they will attack you, 

whether verbally or physically. The Pharisees did 
both to Jesus. 

e. We are now living in the post-truth era: relating to 
or denoting circumstances in which objective facts 
are less influential in shaping public opinion than 
appeals to emotion and personal belief. 

f. (7:7) The world cannot hate you, but it does hate 
Me because I testify about it—that its deeds are 
evil. 



g. Remember that those who hate Jesus attack those 
who look like Him. They did this with Nicodemus. 

 
4. DISCIPLES STAND WITH JESUS 

a. (7:50-51) Nicodemus—the one who came to Him 
previously, being one of them—said to them, “Our 
law doesn’t judge a man before it hears from him 
and knows what he’s doing, does it?” 

b. Nicodemus is throwing his reputation and position 
on the line without even saying anything about 
Jesus. He’s just reminding them of the law. 

c. By identifying himself with Christ instead of with 
his friends, he subjects himself to their hatred for 
Christ. We also do that when we identify ourselves 
with Christ. 

d. In John 3 (worth a read this week) we learned 
about Nicodemus’ interaction with Jesus. 

i. He went alone to talk to Jesus. 
ii. He asked questions. 

iii. He didn’t understand everything that was 
revealed to him. 

iv. He believed.  
v. He continued to identify himself with Jesus 

in Chapter 19 when he provided spices and 
helped Joseph of Arimathea bury Him. 

e. When we stand with Jesus, we may encounter the 
hate of the haters, the fickleness of the fans, or 
even the scorn of the skeptics.  

f. (John 15:18) If the world hates you, understand 
that it hated me before it hated you. If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its own. 
However, because you are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of it, the world hates you. 

g. If we are hated, we are in good company.  
 



CONCLUSION: Doesn’t this just make you want to go all in and 
follow Jesus right now?  I would caution you to carefully count the 
cost. Which of the four types of people are you? 

• Are you a fan?  
o Do you show up for the fun? 
o Do you think other people take this Christianity 

stuff too seriously? 
o Is Jesus good as long as He doesn’t want you to 

change anything? 
o Are you in it for what you can get out of it? 

• Are you a skeptic? 
o Do you think, “The Bible can’t be true?” 
o Are you looking for ways to disprove something in 

scripture that you disagree with? 
o Are you busy trying to reconcile scripture with 

what you see around you? 
o Do you think, “If God is real, why does He allow…”? 

• Are you a hater? 
o Is your primary concern in life keeping your 

autonomy? 
o Do you have a visceral reaction to the name of 

Jesus? 
o Do you just want these Christians to shut up and 

get out of public life? 

• Are you a disciple? 
o Do you seek out Jesus? 
o Do you study His word? 
o Do you take time to listen to Him? 
o Are you willing to give up your position, status, 

comfort, or even your life for Him? 

• What change is Christ calling you to make in your life 
today? 

 
INVITATION HYMN: 275 I Surrender All 
  
 


