
WILL YOU DIE IN YOUR SINS? Mar. 14, 2021 
John 8:12-30 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious God, we thank You for the privilege that You 
have granted us to come to You in worship this morning. Thank 
You for this sanctuary, for these saints gathered here, for the 
fellowship that we have together. Too often, recently, we have 
been unable to meet in this place and we are glad to be back. Free 
us from the world’s distractions as we worship You together this 
morning. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 405 Have Faith in God 
HYMN # 410 It Is Well with My Soul 
HYMN # 411 ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Sub-Saharan African Unengaged Peoples 

The Senufo-Syenara (pronounced SIN-oo-fo sheh-NAR-ah) are 

subsistence farmers who live in the southeastern corner of Mali. 

Many of the Syenara practice Islam as their religion, while others 

practice Catholicism. Praise the Lord for the few Christians 

scattered about who are worshiping in very small groups! Pray for 

the leaders of these groups to remain true to the gospel and not to 

stray into the popular prosperity gospel and other false teachings. 

Pray that these believers will learn clearly and accept responsibility 



for sharing the gospel with others, and ask that they will be bold in 

proclaiming the hope found in Christ with their family and 

neighbors. Pray that they will stand firm in persecution because it 

will come. Pray that more Syenara will hear the good news and 

understand their need for a Savior. 

NAMB Missionaries: James & Julie Pope (Church Planters, New 
Vision—Encanto) San Diego. 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  People must believe that Jesus is the Son of God 
in order to be saved. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be inspired to either believe 
in Jesus as God’s Son or share their belief in this truth with others. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: John 8:12-30 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 As we’ve been going through the season of Lent this year, 
I’ve been preaching through some passages in John’s gospel, 
which was written for the express purpose that people might 
believe and have life in His name. As we get closer to the 
observance of His crucifixion and resurrection, it’s important for 
us to keep in mind the things that Jesus did and the things that He 
says about Himself that have proven to be true. Last week, we 
looked at four different types of people and their reactions to 
Jesus. Today, we are going to then see how Jesus answers their 
questions about who He is. 



 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE LIGHT 
a. (8:12) Jesus spoke to them again: “I am the light of 

the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk 
in the darkness but will have the light of life.” 

b. If we ignore 7:53 to 8:11, which wasn’t in the 
original text, this statement appears to be in 
answer to the arguments over who He is. 

c. This is the second “I AM” statement of seven in 
John. He identifies Himself with God. 

d. The Light: During the Feast of Tabernacles, at night 
was the Illumination of the Temple. He was likely 
speaking at dusk. 

e. This statement also calls to mind Malachi 4:2’s 
reference to the sun of righteousness. 

f. He is pointing out to people that they are walking 
in darkness, and that He is the light. They will want 
proof. 

 
2. THE TESTIMONY 

a. (8:13) So the Pharisees said to him, “You are 
testifying about yourself. Your testimony is not 
valid.” 

i. The law required two witnesses because 
one might be mistake or lie. 

ii. Of course, neither of these applied to Jesus. 
b. (8:14) “Even if I testify about myself,” Jesus replied, 

“My testimony is true, because I know where I 
came from and where I’m going. But you don’t 
know where I come from or where I’m going.” 

i. Remember, they thought he was a nobody 
from Galilee. 

ii. They did not recognize Him as the Son of 
God. 

c. (8:15) “You judge by human standards.” 



i. They were looking at His outward 
appearance. 

ii. They were also judging Him based on what 
they thought to be true about Him and the 
Messiah. 

d. (8:15-16) I judge no one. And if I do judge, my 
judgment is true, because it is not I alone who 
judge, but I and the Father who sent Me.” 

i. Jesus has a right to judge, but His purpose 
was to seek and save the lost. 

e. (8:18) I am the one who testifies about myself, and 
the Father who sent me testifies about me. 

i. Of course, the Father is with Him. 
ii. The Father has already testified about Him 

at His baptism. 
f. Again, the Pharisees don’t see it. They think they’ve 

got Him now, in verse 19, when they ask the 
pointed question, “Where is your Father?” 

i. Rumors have always gone around about 
Jesus’ parentage. 

ii. Guzik: “In the East, to question a man’s 
paternity is definite slur on his legitimacy.” 

g. “You know neither Me nor my Father,” Jesus 
answered. “If you knew me, you would also know 
my Father.” 

i. “I and the Father are One” 
ii. If they had been really seeking the Father, 

they would have known who Jesus is. 
iii. They prided themselves on their knowledge 

of God. They knew about God, they didn’t 
know Him. 

h. In verse 20, we are told where in the temple 
complex Jesus was speaking. Interestingly, it was in 
the court of the women.  

 
 



3. THE DEPARTURE 
a. (8:21) Then he said to them again, “I’m going away; 

you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. 
Where I’m going, you cannot come.” 

i. These are harsh words for the religious 
leaders. 

ii. The fact is that religious activity and 
knowledge will not save you. 

b. (8:23) “You are from below,” he told them, “I am 
from above. You are of this world; I am not of this 
world. Therefore I told you that you will die in your 
sins. For if you do not believe that I am he, you will 
die in your sins.” 

i. This is a clear statement on what is 
required. 

ii. They’re still not ready to accept. 
c. (8:25) “Who are you?” they questioned. 

i. This question is intended to give them 
something to accuse Him. 

ii. Even with His “I am” statements, He has not 
said something that they could justify killing 
Him for. 

d. His answer is basically, “what I’ve been telling you 
all along.” 

e. (8:28) So Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the 
Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and 
that I do nothing on my own. But just as the Father 
taught me, I say these things.” 

i. This “lift up” refers to the cross. 
ii. The events of the cross and the resurrection 

will leave no doubt as to His claims. 
f. We see at the end of this passage that many 

believed Him. 
 
 
 



CONCLUSION:  
 Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? That He is the 
light of the world? Do you know Him?  
 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 290 I Am Thine, O Lord.  
As we sing this hymn, I have some questions for you. 

• Are you saved? 

• Are you baptized? 

• Are you a church member? 

• Do you need to re-dedicate? 


