
If You Continue Mar. 21, 2021 
John 8:31-47 
 
INVOCATION: 
  
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to Sappony.  We’re glad that you’re here.  As a 
reminder, we will not be passing offering plates.  If you have 
brought your gift to the Lord, you may place it in the plate on your 
way out the door.  We do ask that you maintain appropriate 
distancing as we continue the worship service this morning.  
Guidelines for events where singing will take place suggest ten 
feet of distance between participants. 
 
HYMN # 330 Amazing Grace 
PASTORAL PRAYER:   
  
(IMB) Theological Education in Uganda 
"We are thankful that the presidential, parliamentary, district, and 
city elections held in Uganda in the middle of January were mostly 
peaceful," writes the Uganda Baptist Seminary Team. "All social 
media, messaging platforms, and app stores were blocked by the 
government from normal use for several weeks. There was a very 
visible military presence to keep demonstrations from happening. 
Many people say that the peace is superficial, so please join us in 
praying for the country and its future and especially for the peace 
that ultimately can come only from trust in a Savior." 
 
NAMB Missionaries: Jeremy and Sarah Proemsey (Church 
Planters, Refuge Community Church) San Mateo CA 

Katie:  
Martha for the Homeless:  
Special Intercessions: 
 
 



SERMON FOCUS:  Our deeds display whom we serve. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be inspired to examine 
his/her life and continue in Christ’s word. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: John 8:31-47 
 
INTRODUCTION: The Black Knight from Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail. 
 There is a great truth in this scene, which is that, like the 
Black Knight, we tend to overestimate our ability to handle what 
comes at us and underestimate our vulnerabilities. 

Tim Keller notes, “The gospel is this: We are more sinful 
and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the 
very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ 
than we ever dared hope.” 
  Today, we will look at four truths, which are: 

• Believing is the starting line, not the finish line 

• Denial will get you nowhere 

• You serve someone. You’d better know who! 

• We are listening to someone. The question is who? 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. BELIEVING IS THE STARTING LINE, NOT THE FINISH LINE 
a. (8:31-32) So Jesus said to the Jews who had 

believed Him, “If you continue in My word, you 
really are My disciples. You will know the truth and 
the truth will set you free.” 

b. American Christianity has falsely taught us that if 
you say a sincere prayer and get dunked, you’re 
saved.  

c. Jesus says, “If you continue” (abide). 
i. A child who plays in the mud after a bath. 

ii. If you, as a believer, go back to the life you 
lived before, question your salvation! 



iii. Millions of people come in through the 
front door of the church and out the back 
door. They disappear after baptism. 

d. Jesus is used to being abandoned by disciples. But 
we have no excuse for abandoning Him. 

e. The salvation experience is the starting line of our 
faith. The finish line is death. During that time, you 
must commit to walk with Him. 

 
2. DENIAL WILL GET YOU NOWHERE 

a. (8:32) You will know the truth and the truth will set 
you free. 

i. Often used out of context for academic 
purposes. 

ii. To know through experience, not academic 
knowledge. 

b. (8:33) “We are descendants of Abraham,” they 
answered Him, “and we have never been enslaved 
to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will become 
free’?” 

i. Denial of their history. 
1. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, 

Rome 
ii. Denial of their current physical status. 

1. A Roman garrison overlooked where 
they stood. 

iii. Denial of their spiritual status. 
1. Their obsession over the law! 

 
3. YOU SERVE SOMEONE. YOU’D BETTER KNOW WHO! 

a. (8:34) Jesus responded, “I assure you: Everyone 
who commits sin is a slave of sin” 

i. Continued sin, not incidental sins. 
ii. If your actions do not match your stated 

beliefs, guess which one people will 
believe? 



iii. Sin is addictive. 
iv. You cannot simultaneously serve God and 

sin against Him. 
v. We cannot endorse sinful lifestyles. 

b. (8:36) If the Son sets you free, you really will be 
free. 

i. True freedom is not as we Americans tend 
to define it. 

1. True freedom is not selfish. 
2. We have the freedom to choose 

whom we will serve. 
ii. True freedom is not just freedom from the 

consequences of our sin; it’s freedom from 
sin itself. 

c. The Jews were trying to appeal to their heritage, 
the same as we might. But our heritage does not 
make us free.  

 
4. WE ARE LISTENING TO SOMEONE. THE QUESTION IS WHO? 

a. (8:39b) “If you were Abraham’s children,” Jesus 
told them, “you would do what Abraham did.” 

i. The three strangers (Genesis 18) 
ii. Angels or theophany? 

b. They then denied being the result of fornication. 
i. Spiritual fornication 

ii. A jab at Jesus’ parentage again! 
c. (8:42) Jesus said to them, “if God were your Father, 

you would love Me because I came from God and I 
am here.” 

i. Those who truly seek God will recognize His 
Son. 

d. (8:44) You are of your father the Devil, and you 
want to carry out your father’s desires. 

i. Any desire that we have that conflicts with 
God’s desire is from the Devil. 



ii. He convinced people to sin, resulting in 
death. 

e. (8:47) The one who is from God listens to God’s 
words. This is why you don’t listen, because you 
are not from God. 

f. Where does the voice that you listen to come 
from? 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 What has happened in your life since the hour you first 
believed? Have you continued in His word? Or have you tried to 
rely on your heritage, your history, your freedom? We really bring 
nothing to the table here. Are you truly His disciple? Or are you 
listening to strange voices and obeying desires that do not come 
from Him? This week, I would encourage you to examine your 
actions and your motives to answer these questions.  
 Or have you not yet believed? 
 
We will now sing a hymn of invitation; # 305, “I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus”.   
 


