
Look, Your King Is Coming! Mar. 28, 2021 
John 12:1-19 
 
Welcome to the online sermon for Sappony Baptist Church in 
Stony Creek, Virginia. We’re happy that you’re able to join us. 
Please be sure to hit the like button and leave us a comment to let 
us know what God is doing in your life. Don’t forget to subscribe 
to our YouTube channel  so you never miss a sermon. 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Gracious Lord, we thank You once again for the 
opportunity that You have given us to come together in worship. 
We ask that as we lift up our hearts in prayer you will hear us. We 
ask that as your word is read, it will transform us. We ask that as 
Your word is proclaimed, that we will learn more about You. In 
the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  Our worship needs to be like the genuine 
worship of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearers will examine their hearts to find 
if their worship is genuine. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 If I ask the question, “What does genuine worship mean to 
you?”, I’m sure that I would get a variety of answers. Is it quiet, 
meditative, reverential, enthusiastic, celebratory? Or a 
combination of those things. When I was looking at our passage 
for today’s Palm Sunday service, I was really struck by the episode 
that happens immediately before it and how the two relate to 
people’s worship of Jesus. Today we’ll see what is genuine 
worship and what is not. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: John 12:1-19 
MESSAGE: 

1. GENUINE WORSHIP 



a. Martha 
i. Previously (Lk 10:38-42) Overly emphasized 

service. 
ii. Believed in the Resurrection (Jn. 11:24) 

iii. Believed that Jesus was Messiah (Jn. 11:27) 
iv. She is still using her gift of service for the 

Lord! 
1. Likely, in close proximity where she 

can still hear Him. 
2. Not trying to guilt her sister into 

helping. 
v. Today, this would look like: Serving the Lord 

and others. Being gracious to others. 
b. Lazarus 

i. Literally brought back from the dead. 
1. He had started decomposing. 
2. A visual picture of us being brought 

from death to life. 
ii. They’re at the home of Simon the Leper, 

another whom Jesus healed. 
1. Those whom Jesus has redeemed 

should celebrate Him together. 
2. The testimonies from that table! 

iii. Lazarus and Simon brought their friends to 
meet Jesus. 

1. D. T. Niles: “Evangelism is just one 

beggar telling another beggar where 

to find bread.” 

2. They just brought their friends along 
while they feasted with Jesus. 

iv. Today this would look like: Telling all your 
friends about Jesus. Bringing your friends to 
church. Being concerned for the eternal 
souls of your friends. 

c. Mary 



i. (Lk. 10:38-42) She sat at Jesus feet to hear 
His teaching. This was not typically done! 

ii. She’s the one Jesus wept with. 
iii. She was exceedingly grateful for her 

brother being brought back to life. 
iv. She worshipped extravagantly 

1. 300 Denarii bottle of perfume 
2. His most humble unshod feet 
3. Her most glorious hair 

v. She was not embarrassed or ashamed. 
vi. Nothing that she had was too good for 

Jesus. 
vii. Jesus Himself recognized that she was 

anointing Him for burial, which meant that 
she was paying attention! 

viii. She expressed true love and adoration for 
Jesus! 

ix. Today this would look like: Unparalleled 
generosity and unashamed worship! 

d. The Witnesses 
i. (12:17) Meanwhile, the crowd, which had 

been with him when He called Lazarus out 
of the tomb and raised him from the dead, 
continued to testify. 

ii. This is what witnesses do; they tell what 
they saw. 

iii. They’re the reason such a big crowd met 
Him. 

iv. Today this would look like: Talking about 
Jesus to people you know. 

e. The Eleven 
i. They have been following faithfully for 

three years. 
ii. They’ve seen Jesus with crowds and in 

private. 



iii. They did not abandon Him when His 
teaching got tough. 

iv. They (particularly Peter) acknowledged Him 
as the Messiah. 

v. (12:16) They didn’t understand everything 
right away. 

vi. Today this would look like: Following Jesus 
long-term, even when things are difficult. 
Or embarrassing. Or you don’t feel like it. 

 
2. FALSE WORSHIP 

a. Judas Iscariot 
i. Pretended to be concerned about the poor. 

ii. Was critical of Mary’s act of worship. 
iii. Was concerned with himself. 
iv. Had unrepented and unconfessed sin. 
v. He would betray Jesus for 1/10 the value of 

the perfume! 
vi. Today this would look like: Sitting in church 

mad because the vote didn’t go your way. 
Criticizing the music for being too loud, too 
old, too new. It would look like not being 
transformed by the Word! 

b. The Looky-loos 
i. (12:9) Then a large crowd of the Jews 

learned He was there. They came not only 
because of Jesus, but also to see Lazarus 
the one He had raised from the dead. 

ii. They were looking for a show. 
iii. They just wanted to see the spectacle. 
iv. Today this would look like: “I hear this 

church has a great worship band and 
they’re not too preachy.” “New City Cross 
Pointe Fellowship has the best coffee in 
their lobby.” 

c. The Political Nationalists 



i. They wanted Jesus to be a political leader. 
ii. “One clue to the crowd’s intention was 

provided by their deliberate strategy of 
utilizing branches of palm trees as the 
Maccabees had done when celebrating the 
deliverance of the Temple and city from 
Syrian conquerors.”1 

iii. The Maccabean Revolt was almost 200 
years in the past, and they still weren’t free 
of Rome. They were hoping that Jesus 
would send the Romans packing. 

iv. They weren’t interested in serving Jesus; 
they just wanted a king that gave them 
what they wanted. 

v. Today this would look like: “You’re not a 
Christian if you vote for…”  

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Who are you in this narrative? Are you a Judas? A looky-
loo? A nationalist? These do not truly worship Jesus; they worship 
their idea of Jesus that is not based in any reality. 
 As we go into the week leading to Resurrection Sunday, I 
think that we should all try to be more like Martha, Mary, Lazarus, 
the witnesses, and the Eleven. We should serve the Lord and 
others while celebrating what He has done and telling others who 
will listen about Him.  Let’s commit to doing that this week! 
 
CLOSING PRAYER: 
 Father, we thank you for those who have joined us online 
today. We ask that Your word will continue to penetrate their 
hearts throughout the week. In the name of the Savior Jesus, 
Amen. 

 
1 Broadman Bible Commentary: Volume 9, 320. 


