
According to the Scriptures April 4, 2021 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
WELCOME: 

Welcome to the online sermon for Sappony Baptist Church 
in Stony Creek, VA. We’re pleased that you’re able to join us 
today. Please be sure to like and subscribe so you don’t miss a 
sermon, and also feel free to comment and let us know what God 
is doing in your life. 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Merciful Lord, we thank You for allowing us to gather 
online, although separated by time and distance, yet united 
together in Your Spirit. We thank You for the privilege and honor 
that it is to be here in Your presence. We thank You for our Risen 
Savior as well, who has provided for our redemption. It is Him 
whom we celebrate here today. In the most Holy name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We must hold fast to the truth of the gospel. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be able to articulate and 
share the basics of the gospel. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
  Welcome to Resurrection Sunday! I prefer Resurrection to 
Easter because it much more clearly describes what we celebrate 
today, which is the resurrection of the Lord. This is the holiest day 
of the year for us. It’s not just a day to wear a new suit or dress 
and celebrate spring. It’s not about the colored eggs or the 
chocolate bunnies, or even the peeps. It is the day that we 
recognize the fact that the crucified Christ, who had been dead 
and buried paying the penalty for our sins, was raised from the 
dead. It is a day about eternal life. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 



 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE IMPORTANCE OF HIS DEATH 
a. (Isa 53:5-6) But He was pierced because of our 

transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; 
punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are 
healed by His wounds. We all went astray like 
sheep; we all have turned to our own way; and the 
Lord has punished Him for the iniquity of us all. 

b. Penal Substitution 
i. The penalty for every sin is death. 

1. In the Garden 
2. The sacrificial system 
3. Even now 

ii. Jesus’ sacrifice is necessary. 
iii. Jesus’ sacrifice is sufficient. 
iv. Jesus’ sacrifice is for all who will believe. 

c. (Berkle) By the time Jesus got nailed to the cross, 
he had been beaten so badly that his body 
probably wouldn't have survived anyway. He had 
been whipped with bladed cords and the skin on 
his back would have been falling off. By the time he 
got hung up, to be publicly ridiculed, publicly 
dispatched from the world he came to save, he 
died in a few short hours, every drop of his blood 
poured on the ground at Calvary from his myriad 
wounds. 
This is the cost of our sin. This is the cost of MY sin. 

This is what it took to save us. This is what it took 

to save me... I could never deserve a sacrifice like 

that. Praise God. 

d. Therapeutic: “we are healed by His wounds.” 
i. Sin has damaged us. 

ii. The restoration is not just from death to 
life, but from a broken image of God to a 
restored image of God. 



e. (John 14:6) “I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 

 
2. THE IMPORTANCE OF HIS BURIAL 

a. (15:4) “The burial of Christ was prophesied in Isaiah 
53:9, and His resurrection in Psalm 16:9,10. It is 
important to notice how Paul emphasizes the 
testimony of the Scriptures.” (MacDonald, 1804) 

b. (15:4) “That he was buried and did not rise till the 

third day emphasizes the reality of Christ’s death 

and excludes the possibility of swooning.” (Guthrie, 

1071) 

c. Jesus’ severely beaten, bloody, and very dead body 

was wrapped carefully in linens and 75 pounds of 

spices and placed in the tomb. 

d. Paul does not use “according to the scriptures 

here, even though His burial is foretold in 

scriptures. 

e. The whole point of His burial is to prove that He 

was dead. (Rev. 1:17) “Don’t be afraid! I am the 

First and the Last, and the Living One. I was dead, 

but look—I am alive forever and ever, and I hold 

the keys of death and Hades.” 

 

3. THE IMPORTANCE OF HIS RESURRECTION 
a. Swoon Theory (18th century Rationalists) 

i. The extent of His injuries 
ii. He was wrapped up, behind a heavy stone, 

and guarded. 
b. Theft Theory 

i. Logistical complications 
ii. Doesn’t explain the appearances. 

c. Hallucination Theory 



i. States that everyone who saw Him 
resurrected was hallucinating. 

ii. Doesn’t explain the empty tomb. 
d. (Col. 1:18) He is also the head of the body, the 

church; He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, so that He might come to have first place in 
everything. 

e. (1 Thess 4:13-14) We do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers, concerning those who are 
asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest, who 
have no hope. Since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, in the same way God will bring with 
Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.  

i. Jesus’ resurrection proves what He said is 
true. 

ii. Jesus’ resurrection proves our resurrection. 
f. We can know for certain, based on what Jesus has 

said and the evidence of His resurrection, that His 
sacrifice paid for our sin and that we will be 
resurrected. 

 
4. THE IMPORTANCE OF HIS APPEARING 

a. Without witnesses, nobody could have testified 
about His resurrection. 

b. These were witnesses with credibility. 
i. Cephas, better known as Peter. 

ii. The Twelve: What the Apostles were known 
as informally. 

iii. The 500: likely in Galilee. This letter was 
written about 20 years later, so some were 
probably dead by then. 

iv. James: The Lord’s brother. 
v. Paul: The Pharisee who had been 

persecuting the church. 
c. There is no benefit to any of these if they had lied 

about seeing the risen Christ. 



i. This made them targets. 
ii. John was the only Apostle to die of natural 

causes. 
d. His appearance before the Ascension gave the 

church its marching orders. 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 The entire gospel can basically be summed up in what we 
have heard today: 

• Christ died for our sins. 

• He was buried. 

• He rose again on the third day. 

• People witnessed the Resurrected Christ. 
 
What does hearing these truths mean to you? What does Christ 
require of you in light of what you have heard today? I think that 
two things are essential. One is that you must understand the 
gospel. You have to understand it in order to be changed by it. 
Another thing is that you must be prepared to share it with 
others.  
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 Heavenly Father, we once again thank You for our time 
here together. As we return to our lives, remind us of what we 
have heard today. In the name above all names, the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. 


