
Dear Theophilus Apr. 18, 2021 
Acts 1:1-11 
 
ONLINE WELCOME: 
 
PRAYER: 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 On August 18, 2020, Simon Holland sent a tweet that 
resonates with a lot of us, “Don’t know about y’all but I could 
really go for some precedented times.”  Many people are so 
anxious to get back to the way things were, as if that were so 
great. I think that I have a better idea. 
 What if instead of trying to make church and America 
what they were 13 months ago, we concentrated on making the 
church what it was almost 2000 years ago. In the approximately 
30-year period covered by the book of Acts, from 30 to about 62, 
the church grew exponentially. What was their secret? Was it 
societal religion? Government support? People just wanting to 
live in ways that glorify God? NONE OF THE ABOVE! 
 What happened was an outpouring of the Holy Spirit and 
those who were truly disciples living in obedience to the Word of 
God. It was that simple and that complicated. The early church 
had a lot going for it, and a lot working against it. But the gates of 
hell did not prevail. We’re going to spend some time over the next 
several weeks exploring what the Holy Spirit did in the first three 
decades of the church as recorded in the book of Acts. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

• Written possibly as early as 62 AD, no later than 90. 

• Authored by Luke as the second volume to his gospel. 

• It doesn’t really end. Luke may have intended a third 
volume. 

• Luke was sometimes, but not always, a travelling 
companion of Paul. 

• Luke was a Gentile and a doctor. 



• Tradition states that Luke died in 84. 

• Both his works are addressed to Theophilus.  
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 1:1-11. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE SPACE BETWEEN 
a. Christ was resurrected. We celebrated this on 

Easter Sunday. He ascended to heaven 40 days 
later. 

b. During that time, He gave lots of evidence of His 
resurrection. Luke mentions Him walking with the 
disciples to Emmaus, eating fish, teaching. 

c. He gives His final instructions before the Ascension. 
i. Wait for the Holy Spirit 

ii. Go and witness. 
iii. They will need the power of the Holy Spirit 

in order to witness. 
d. The waiting period in this case was ten days. 
e. Pentecost was already a Jewish feast, fifty days 

after Passover. 
f. All Jesus says is “not many days from now.” 
g. Next week we will talk about what the disciples do 

while they wait. 
 

2. THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
a. (1:5) John’s baptism was outward and physical. The 

baptism of the Holy Spirit is inward and spiritual. 

(MacDonald, 1578) 

b. (1:6) The disciples associated the receiving of the 
Holy Spirit with Christ’s earthly reign. There was no 
concept of the church age. 

c. (1:6) Their question indicated that they 

misunderstood the promise of God. It was hard for 

them to let go of the idea of Jesus as a political 

Messiah. (Smith, 19) 



d. It is clear that Jesus wanted everyone reached. 
e. The Holy Spirit is not given to us for our own 

purposes. It is for the purpose of demonstrating 
Christ’s power to an unbelieving world. 

f. The Holy Spirit working through the apostles 
caused the church to grow massively in 30 years. 

g. (1:8) “This power is the grand indispensable of 

Christian witness. A man may be highly talented, 

intensively trained, and widely experienced, but 

without spiritual power, he is ineffective.” 

(MacDonald, 1579). 

 
3. THE PROMISE OF THE RETURN 

a. (1:11) Second Advent is to set up kingdom on 
earth. MacDonald (pg 1579) asserts a rapture, but 
denies that this is it: 

b. He ascended from the Mount of Olives (v.12); He 
will return to the Mount of Olives (Zech 14:4). 

c. He ascended personally; He will return personally.  
d. He ascended visibly; He will return visibly (Matt 

24:30) 
e. He was received in a cloud; he will come on the 

clouds (Matt 24:30) 
f. He ascended gloriously; He will return with power 

and great glory (Matt 24:30). 
g. Our Lord gave His instructions then ascended into 

heaven promising to return. When He returns, let 
us be found doing what He commanded. 

 
CONCLUSION:  

• What are you doing with the time that He has given you 
between the Ascension and His return? 

• Do you believe the witnesses who saw Him alive and 
ascended? 

• Have you received the Holy Spirit? 



• Are you relying on the power of the Holy Spirit? 
 

Commit this week to answering these questions! 
 
CLOSING PRAYER: 
 


