
United in Prayer Apr. 25, 2021 
Acts 1:12-26 
 
WELCOME:  
 
INVOCATION: 
  
SERMON FOCUS:  The church must be united in prayer. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be inspired to pray 
fervently and listen for the Holy Spirit to answer. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 What do you picture when you picture prayer? Is it giving 
God a list of your requests? Is it seeking His will? What if I were to 
tell you that prayer is not only these things, but it is actually an 
essential function of the church. It is how we prepare to do the 
work God has given us, and it is part of the work God has given us. 
Today, as we continue to look at the first 30 years of the church, 
we will take a special look at the way they prayed.  
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 1:12-26 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. PRAYER IS THE PRIORITY 
a. (1:14) All these were continually united in prayer, 

along with the women, including Mary the mother 
of Jesus and His brothers. 

b. The Jewish observed three daily times of prayer. 
i. Morning (shacharit) 

ii. Afternoon (minchah) 
iii. Evening (arvith or maariv). 

c. It is likely that these were not only praying in the 
Upper Room but were also praying during the 
designated times at the Temple. 

d. Notice who is praying. 



i. The eleven. 
ii. The women. 

iii. His brothers, who hadn’t even been 
believers while He was alive. 

iv. A total of about 120 believers! 
e. United in prayer implies agreement. Division will 

hamper our prayers. 
i. (Mt. 5:23-24) So if you are offering your gift 

on the altar, and there you remember that 
your brother has something against you, 
leave your gift there in front of the altar. 
First go and be reconciled with your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift.” 

 
2. PRAYER IS BOTH INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE 

a. Jesus often got alone to spend time with God and 
so should we! 

b. Jesus also prayed with His disciples. 
c. When I lead prayer at church, you all are joining me 

in that prayer, so the whole church is praying. 
d. (Megan Hill) But corporate prayer is valuable work 

for everyone in Christ’s church. The hosannas of 
children are no less precious to Christ than the 
eloquent praises of adults (Matt. 21:15-16), and, to 
quote John Owen, “the prayers of the meanest 
saints may be useful to the greatest apostle.” 

 
3. PRAYER PRECEDES ANY WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

a. Not just this passage, but a continuing theme 
throughout Acts is the necessity of prayer. 

b. Teschen Revival 
i. In 1708, Pietist children in southern Silesia 

began holding large outdoor prayer and 
song services. The phenomenon soon 
spread all over Silesia and included adults as 
well as children. The children called their 

https://www.esv.org/Matt.%2021%3A15-16/


prayer services “camp meetings,” a term 
that was famously adopted by Methodists 
in America about a century later. 

c. Businessman’s Revival 
i. Jeremiah Lanphier was a lay missionary who 

worked for the North Dutch Reformed 
Church in New York City. In September 
1857, Lanphier invited businessmen all over 
New York to come to the North Dutch 
Church for one hour during their lunch 
break every Wednesday to do nothing but 
pray for revival. The lunch prayer meetings 
were a smashing success. By January 1858, 
similar prayer meetings were being held at 
churches all over New York City. Some 
churches were even hosting daily prayer 
meetings during the lunch hour. 

ii. By Fall 1858, 1 million living in cities had 
converted. 

d. Long Hollow has baptized 1000 people since 
December. Their revival also started with prayer. 

 
4. PRAYER IS NOT TIME WASTED. IT IS TIME INVESTED. 

a. Martin Luther discussed praying for three hours a 
day. 

b. As we continue through Acts, we will see the 
importance of prayer in the work of the early 
church. 

c. Of course, the church today, in order to be 
effective, must pray! 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 We have observed today that every great revival, every 
great work of the Holy Spirit, is preceded by the prayers of the 
faithful. The apostles and others prayed while waiting to receive 
the Holy Spirit. They prayed when selecting a replacement for 



Judas. They were united in continuous prayer, knowing that they 
had a big work ahead of them. In light of that… 
 

• What do you hear God saying to you? 

• What keeps you from doing that? 

• If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 

• Who are you going to tell? 
 
CLOSE IN PRAYER 


