
What Could This Be? May 2, 2021 
Acts 2:1-13 
 
WELCOME: 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Thank you, gracious and merciful Lord for allowing us to 
gather online to worship You. We thank You that Your word is 
living and effective in all times and places. We thank You for each 
of those who are able to join us at this time. In the name of Christ, 
Amen. 
  
SERMON FOCUS:  If you have the Holy Spirit, you have the power 
to witness. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will be inspired to rely on the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 For the past two weeks, we have started looking at the 
book of Acts. Acts was written in about 61 AD by Luke, the author 
of the third gospel. He tells the story of the beginning of the 
church, from the ascension through the first 30 years. I have been 
posing the question in the “unprecedented times” that perhaps 
instead of the church trying to get back to the way it was in 2019, 
we need to get back to the way it was in the 30’s. After giving 
some background for the last couple of weeks, today we get to 
Day One, the Day of Pentecost.   
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 2:1-13 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME ON THE 120 
a. Sound of the wind. Wind is often associated with 

the Spirit. (Pneuma: wind, spirit, breath) 



b. Fire is often associated with the presence of God, 
such as leading Israel out of Egypt. 

c. “The Spirit descended on Jesus at His baptism in 
bodily form (Luke 3:22). Likewise, in its ‘baptism’ of 
the Spirit the church received the Spirit in visible 
form.”1 

d. This could only happen after the ascension. (John 
16:7) “It is for your benefit that I go away, because 
if I don’t go away the Counselor will not come to 
you. If I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, 
he will convict the world about sin, righteousness, 
and judgment: About sin, because they do not 
believe in me; about righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father and you will no longer see me; 
and about judgment, because the ruler of this 
world has been judged.” 

e. If you have repented and accepted Christ as Lord, 
you have received the Holy Spirit. If you have the 
Holy Spirit, He can and will do supernatural things 
through you. 

i. You have an obligation to not grieve the 
Holy Spirit. (Eph. 4:30) 

 
2. THE HOLY SPIRIT SPOKE THROUGH THE 120 

a. (2:4) Then they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit 
enabled them. 

b. Specifically, what the Spirit enabled them to speak 
was the “magnificent acts of God.” 

c. These were the ones who had seen Jesus’ 
ascension and spent their days in Jerusalem in 
prayer waiting for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

d. We are not promised that we will all speak in 
tongues that we do not understand. God does 
retain the ability to do this miracle, however.  

 
1 Polhill, 96. 



e. There is no indication that the 120 were surprised 
by this miracle. 

i. Why would they be? The risen Christ whom 
they saw ascended had promised them the 
Holy Spirit! 

ii. (Drummelow) “On this day the risen Lord 

fulfilled His promise to send another 

Comforter (or Advocate) ‘that He may abide 

with you forever; even the Spirit of Truth, 

whom the world cannot receive.”  

iii. (Gallaty) We are surprised when God works 
in the church now. The first-century church 
was surprised when He didn’t work. 

 
3. THE HOLY SPIRIT ENABLED HEARING THE GOSPEL 

a. The sound of the wind drew the crowd! 
b. (1 Cor. 2:12) “Now we have not received the spirit 

of the world, but the Spirit who comes from God, 
so that we may understand what has been freely 
given to us by God.” 

c. This crowd could have understood the gospel more 
easily if the disciples had spoken Aramaic and 
Greek. 

d. The Galilean disciples speaking in languages that 
they had no way of knowing proved that what they 
were saying was from the Holy Spirit. 

e. Even among people who speak the same language 
as you, they are not able to understand spiritual 
things unless the Holy Spirit allows them to 
understand.  

i. (1 Cor. 1:18) For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
it is God’s power to those who are being 
saved. 

ii. (1 Cor. 2:14) But the unbeliever does not 
welcome what comes from God’s Spirit, 



because it is foolishness to him; he is not 
able to understand it since it is evaluated 
spiritually. 

f. (John 6:61-65) Jesus, knowing in Himself that His 
disciples were complaining about this, asked them, 
“Does this offend you? Then what if you were to 
observe the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? The Spirit is the One who gives life. The 
flesh doesn’t help at all. The words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life. But there are 
some among you who don’t believe.” (For Jesus 
knew from the beginning those who would not 
believe and the one who would betray Him.) He 
said, “This is why I told you that no one can come 
to Me unless it is granted to him by the Father.” 

g. These gathered from around the world were 
shocked by this miraculous display of the Holy 
Spirit. 

h. The activity of God will draw people to Him. We 
don’t have to make Him more attractive, and we 
do God a disservice by trying to do so. 

 
4. NOT EVERYONE ACCEPTED 

a. (2:13) But some sneered and said, “They’re full of 
new wine.” 

b. (MacDonald) “Unregenerate men are always ready 
to offer a natural explanation for spiritual 
phenomena.” 

c. Not everyone will accept the gospel, and it is not 
our responsibility to convince them to. But it is our 
responsibility to speak. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 On the day of Pentecost, which was Day One of the 
church, four things become normal. Witnessing the power of the 
Holy Spirit became normal that day. Telling about the wonderful 



works of God became normal that day. Next week we will see that 
preaching from the scriptures became normal for the church that 
day, as well as people being saved.  
 These are activities that are normal in the church. If the 
church is not having these things happen, they need to ask why. If 
the same Holy Spirit that these 120 disciples had is in us, why are 
we not seeing the miracles that they saw?  
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

 
CONCLUDING PRAYER 


