
Let Me Explain May 9, 2021 
Acts 2:14-40 
 
WELCOME: 
 
PRAYER: 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  The testimony about Jesus’ life, death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension requires us to repent and claim Him 
as Lord. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will assert faith in Jesus. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
  When we left off last week in our study of Acts, it was the 
Day of Pentecost, Jerusalem was crowded, and the Holy Spirit had 
just come on the 120 in the upper room. They were speaking the 
wonderful works of God in actual languages understood by those 
present, and it was an actual miracle. People were amazed. But 
remember, there were those who doubted. In verse 13, they 
accused the disciples of being drunk. The first sermon of the 
church age was preached by Peter as a result of this accusation. 
Peter turns this accusation around into a message that causes 
many to respond to Christ. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 2:14-40 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. HE ANSWERED THE CHARGE WITH SCRIPTURE 
a. (2:13) But some of them sneered and said, “They’re 

full of new wine!” 
b. Peter points our quickly that they’re not drunk 

because it’s only 9AM. During festival days, people 
did not eat or drink before at least 10AM. 

c. (2:16) On the contrary this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 



i. He goes on to point out that scripture, not 
booze, explains what they are seeing. 

ii. He quotes Joel 2:28-32 almost verbatim. 
d. This was not something easily explained. 

Remember that these 120 were speaking in known 
languages that they had no way of knowing.  
Alcohol won’t do that. 

i. Calling what the disciples were doing 
prophesying was not a stretch. 

ii. The signs in verses 19-20 accompanied the 
crucifixion. Remember that was about 50 
days prior. 

e. What we see in the world today can be answered 
with scripture as well. 

i. (2 Tim 3:1-5) But know this: Difficult times 
will come in the last days. For people will be 
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, 
irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-
control, brutal, without love for what is 
good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather that lovers of God, holding 
to the form of godliness but denying its 
power. Avoid these people! 

ii. Does anyone know or see people like this? 
iii. Is anyone among you people like this? 

f. Use scripture to interpret what you see instead of 
using what you see to interpret scripture. 

 
2. HE CHARGED THEM WITH SCRIPTURE 

a. (2:23) Though He was delivered up according to 
God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you 
used lawless people to nail Hm to a cross and kill 
Him. 



i. He pointed out the works that Jesus did 
that proved who He is. 

ii. He points the finger right to those who had, 
in their sinfulness, demanded the 
crucifixion of the Lord. 

b. We must remember that it wasn’t just their sin that 
placed Christ on that cross. It was ours as well. 
Scripture points out our guilt as well as theirs. 

 
3. HE PROVED WHO JESUS IS WITH SCRIPTURE 

a. (2:25-28) For David says of Him: I saw the Lord ever 
before me; because He is at my right hand, I will 
not be shaken. Therefore my heart was glad, and 
my tongue rejoiced. Moreover, my flesh will rest in 
hope, because You will not leave me in Hades or 
allow Your Holy One to see decay.  

i. Taken from Psalm 16:8-10. 
ii. It’s obvious that David wasn’t talking about 

himself because he died and stayed dead. 
iii. The location of his tomb seems to have 

been common knowledge at the time. 
b. Jesus was the descendant of David prophesied by 

Nathan to sit on his throne.  
c. David had prophesied that Jesus would be 

resurrected, and He was. 
d. Today, we have even more scripture to prove who 

Jesus is. 
 

4. HE CALLED THEM TO REPENTANCE AND FAITH 
a. The Holy Spirit did the convicting. Even without an 

invitation, people responded, “Brothers, what must 
we do?” 

b. Their guilt was apparent to them. Our guilt should 
be apparent to us. 

c. The answer Peter gave is the same answer we give 
today. “Repent and be baptized in the name of 



Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

d. There is no faith without repentance. 
e. Peter points out that this promise is for them, their 

children, and all who are far off (That’s us!) 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 The answer to the guilt of the Jews in 33 AD Jerusalem is 
the same answer to the guilt of those of us in 2021 Stony Creek. 
The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin. We commonly think of this 
as a conscience, but conviction is from God. The price for our sin 
has already been paid, and it has been proven. There is no reason 
to not accept His payment on our behalf. 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  
CLOSING PRAYER 


