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Acts 2:41-47 
 
WELCOME: Welcome to the online sermon for Sappony Baptist 
Church in Stony Creek, Va. We’re happy to have you join us. 
Please like and comment to let us know what God is doing in your 
life. 
 
INVOCATION: Gracious Father, thank You for the opportunity that 
we are afforded to hear your word taught. We ask that you will 
transform us by its hearing. In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  The church needs to get back to the basics of 
the faith as a community. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will observe how the early 
church practiced their faith and be inspired to do so. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 One thing about being a pastor is that there is never a 
shortage of experts telling you how to do your job. And they all 
have written books, have podcasts, sell resources all geared 
toward growing the church. And sometimes they even reference 
the Bible. So, they sell us books and conferences and coaching 
with various professionals. And we buy them looking for the 
magic bullet or whatever. Then, we get a pandemic. Turns out, I 
know just as much about pastoring during a pandemic as the 
professionals. But one resource never fails. Let’s look to the 
scripture today to see the results of the first sermon that Peter 
preached to the church that we read about last week. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 2:41-47 
 
 
 
 



MESSAGE: 
1. THEY LEARNED SOUND DOCTRINE (ORTHODOXY) 

a. (2:42) And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching… 

b. Twelve people (at least) had been with Jesus for His 
whole public ministry up to His ascension. 

c. They were being His witnesses. 
d. It doesn’t take many years for false doctrines to 

creep in. 
e. These twelve, with the power of the Holy Spirit, 

passed on to these 3100 what Jesus had taught 
them. 

f. Remember Peter’s formula from last week! 
i. He used scripture to explain what they were 

seeing. 
ii. He used scripture to prove Jesus. 

iii. He used scripture to convict. 
iv. He called them to repentance! 

g. The role of the “apostles’ teaching” and any good 
preacher today is to teach people the things of God 
correctly and to call them to live them out! 

 
2. THE LIVED SOUND DOCTRINE (ORTHOPRAXY) 

a. They loved God. 
i. (2:42) …and to the prayers. 

ii. “The” is included in the Greek. This is the 
formal daily times of prayer. 

iii. (2:46) Every day they devoted themselves 
to meeting together in the temple complex. 

iv. They went to the house of God to hear God 
speak to them and to speak to Him! 

v. There were at least three different daily 
times of prayer.  

vi. (1 Thes 5:17) Pray constantly. 
b. They loved others. 



i. They fellowshipped together. Koinonia: 
intimate spiritual communion and 
participative sharing in a common religious 
commitment and spiritual community. 

ii. They ate meals together. 
iii. They prayed together. 
iv. They were generous with each other, even 

selling things so that everyone could have 
what they needed. 

1. Many of the 3000 probably weren’t 
local and stayed longer than 
expected. 

2. “The Jews had a tremendous custom 
of hospitality during any major feast 
like Pentecost. Visitors were 
received into private homes, and no 
one could charge for giving a bed or 
a room to a visitor or for supplying 
their basic needs. The Christians 
took this tremendous feast-time 
hospitality and made it an everyday 
thing.”1 

3. “We shouldn’t regard this as an 

early experiment in communism 

because it was voluntary, 

temporary, and flawed to the extent 

that the church in Jerusalem was in 

continual need of financial support 

from other churches. Also, we don’t 

have any evidence this continued 

very long.”  

 

 
1 Guzik. 



 

3. THEY HAD THE RIGHT ATTITUDE 
a. (2:46-47) They ate their food with a joyful and 

humble attitude, praising God and having favor 
with all the people. 

i. The word that our text has translated as 
“humble” is translated as “sincerity of 
heart” in the NIV and “singleness of heart” 
in KJV.  

ii. 858 aphelótēs (derived from 1 /A "not" and 
phelleus, "stony ground") – properly, 
without rocks (the opposite of phelleus, 
"rocky land"), i.e. smoothness (a level plain); 
(figuratively) what is uncomplicated and 
unencumbered, i.e. without hindrances or 
stumbling blocks (J. Thayer).  

 

4. THEY HAD THE RIGHT RESULTS 
a. (2:47) And every day the Lord added to them those 

who were being saved. 
b. There was a sincerity and enthusiasm to their 

worship and their interactions that drew others in. 
c. Note that scripture says, “the Lord added to them.” 
d. (Matt. 16:18) I will build My church and the forces 

of Hades will not overpower it. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 The call to the Christian life is exactly that. It is a call to live 
in constant prayer and worship, care and compassion, love and 
service, gladness, and hospitality. This was something that the 
Church in 33 A. D. had right. Right doctrine is important, but if it 
doesn’t lead to right living, then the doctrine is useless. I can 
stand here every week until the Return teaching you the right 

https://biblehub.com/greek/1.htm


things about the Bible, but if you do not apply them, it is in vain. 
So the next step, my friends, is up to you. 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


