
Get Up and Walk! May 23, 2021 
Acts 3:1-4:4 
 
WELCOME: 
 Welcome to the online sermon for Sappony Baptist Church 
in Stony Creek, Virginia. We are glad to have you join us. Please 
like and comment to let us know that you stopped by. 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  As we make worship a lifestyle, we must be 
prepared to submit to the Holy Spirit’s leading. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will be attentive to the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit, especially as it relates to the needs 
of others. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
Darley, J. M., and Batson, C.D., "From Jerusalem to Jericho": 

A study of Situational and Dispositional Variables in Helping 

Behavior". JPSP, 1973, 27, 100-108. 

 
 

Procedure 

They recruited seminary students for a study on religious 

education. First they completed personality questionnaires about 

their religion (to help evaluate hypothesis #3). Later they began 

experimental procedures in one building and then told to go to 

another building to continue. On the way they encountered a man 

slumped in an alleyway (the victims condition is unknown -- hurt, 

or drunk?). 

 

They varied the amount of urgency they told the subjects before 

sending them to the other building, and the task they would do 

when they got there. One task was to prepare a talk about seminary 

jobs, and the other about the story of the Good Samaritan.  

 

Results 

The amount of "hurriness" induced in the subject had a major 

effect on helping behavior, but the task variable did not (even 



when the talk was about the Good Samaritan). Overall 40% offered 

some help to the victim.  

 

Conclusions 

Ironically, a person in a hurry is less likely to help people, even if 

he is going to speak on the parable of the Good Samaritan. (Some 

literally stepped over the victim on their way to the next building!). 

The results seem to show that thinking about norms does not imply 

that one will act on them. Maybe that "ethics become a luxury as 

the speed of our daily lives increases". Or maybe peoples cognition 

was narrowed by the hurriedness and they failed to make the 

immediate connection of an emergency.  

 

Many subjects who did not stop did appear aroused and anxious 

when the arrived at the second site. They were in a conflict 

between helping the victim and meeting the needs of the 

experimenter. Conflict rather than callousness can explain the 

failure to stop.   
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Act 3:1-4:4 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. WE MUST REGULARLY WORSHIP 
a. Peter and John were going to the daily prayers. 
b. Remember that the church was devoted to the 

Apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread, and to the prayers. 

c. We cannot hear from God if we are never in His 
word, in His House, or in His presence. 

d. Aside from our weekly Sunday service, each of us 
should be in the scripture daily. If we do not pay 
attention to what God has already said to us, we 
cannot reasonably expect to hear anything else 
from Him. 

e. If we don’t know the scriptures, we may be 
deceived by something that we think comes from 
Him. 



f. Are you being discipled by the word of the Lord, or 
are you being discipled by TV, social media, etc? 

 
2. WE MUST PAY ATTENTION 

a. Peter and John were on their way to prayer. They 
didn’t have time to be interrupted by a beggar. 
Particularly if they had no money to give him. 

i. Did they not have cash on them? 
ii. Was the church treasury only for members? 

b. When the cripple got their attention, they looked 
at him. In this moment, the Holy Spirit prompted 
Peter to pronounce healing on him. 

i. It would have been stupid to do this on his 
own. 

ii. The man to be healed also had faith! 
c. What if Peter and John had just said, “Sorry,” and 

passed him by? 
d. Look at the opportunity that these two would have 

missed had they not paid attention to the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
3. WE MUST PREPARE TO HAVE OUR PLANS INTERRUPTED 

a. This healing caused a pretty big reaction. There was 
a commotion in the colonnade. 

i. The man healed. 
ii. The people who observed. 

b. So, Peter did what he did on the day of Pentecost. 
He used this as an opportunity to talk about Jesus. 

c. Again, he started with what they saw and used 
Jesus and scripture to explain it. 

d. Like on the day of Pentecost, he called these to 
repentance as well. 

e. Peter did not have a canned sermon prepared to 
preach this day. He had the word hidden in his 
heart and he had the Holy Spirit. That was enough. 

 



4. WE MUST BE PREPARED TO LEAD SOMEONE TO CHRIST 
a. By the end of chapter 2, 3000 people were saved. 

Peter’s teaching in the Colonnade resulted in the 
church now numbering 5000.  

b. At every turn, the disciples were prepared to start 
with where people were and lead them to Jesus.  

c. Every believer must be prepared to lead someone 
to Christ. We are to be disciples who make 
disciples. When is the last time you led someone to 
Christ? When is the last time you tried? 

 
5. WE MUST BE PREPARED TO FACE CONSEQUENCES 

a. Telling people about Christ is not without 
controversy.  

b. Peter and John went to jail.  
c. Wait, that can’t happen in America? Expect that it 

did, in 2001 in Pennsylvania. (Gilles v. Davis) 
d. Our most likely consequences are not that severe. 

They may be loss of friendships, jobs, business 
opportunities. Are you and I prepared to face those 
consequences? 

 
CONCLUSION:  

1. What is your worship life like? Do you make it a priority to 
grow closer to Christ? 

2. When was the last time you were prompted by the Holy 
Spirit to take an action?  Has it been so long that you don’t 
remember? 

3. When was the last time that the Holy Spirit cancelled my 
plans? How did it turn out? 

4. Who was the last person I led to Christ? Who was the last 
person I had a gospel conversation with? Do I even know 
how to present the gospel? 

5. How far am I willing to go in obedience to God? 
 
  


