
This Man is Standing May 30, 2021 
Acts 4:5-31 
 
WELCOME: 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We must bear the name of Christ boldly! 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will examine if he has a courageous faith. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 As we have been going through the book of Acts, it has been my hope that in looking at 
what the Church was in 33 AD, we would see what the Church needs to be in 2021. I have really 
tried to emphasize that the early church preached the gospel, prayed continuously, they lived 
generously, and they relied on the Holy Spirit. My goal as we continue through this book is that 
we would follow their example. When we left off last week, Peter and John had just been 
arrested for preaching in the name of Jesus. Today, we look at the interrogation that happened 
as the result.  
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 4:5-31 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE WORLD OPPOSES THE WORK OF CHRIST 
a. (4:1-2) Now as they were speaking to the people, the priests, the commander of 

the temple police, and the Sadducees confronted them, because they were 
provoked that they were teaching the people and proclaiming the resurrection 
from the dead, using Jesus as the example. 

i. These religious leaders still saw Christ as a threat, even after crucifying 
Him. 

ii. If they believed they had won, why the worry? 
b. (4:5-7) The next day, their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem 

with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all the members 
of the high-priestly family. After they had Peter and John stand before them, 
they asked the question: “By what power or in what name have you done this?” 

i. The gathering of the Sanhedrin in a big semicircle was a show of 
authority. 

ii. This was the body that had given Christ over to be crucified a few weeks 
earlier. 

iii. They wanted it known, “We can do the same thing to you!” 
iv. These were the gatekeepers of orthodox teaching, but they couldn’t 

make room for God to work. 
v. “They asked the question”: Charles John Ellicott notes that this literally 

means “were asking” repeatedly and in varying forms.1 

 
1 Charles John Ellicott. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ellicott/acts/4.htm 



c. This power group was so opposed to Christ that they arrested those who they 
saw doing good in His name. 

d. We see the same thing playing out in America today. The governor of Kentucky is 
battling the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s foster care and adoption agency over 
the LGBTQ agenda.2 

e. Expect things like this to continue and get worse. Expect it to happen in Virginia. 
If you are working in the name of Christ, you will be opposed. 

 
2. THE WORLD CANNOT ARGUE AGAINST THE WORK OF CHRIST 

a. (4:8-21) Peter (filled with the Holy Spirit) points out that they are being 
interrogated over a good deed; the healing of a man. 

i. Note that the Sanhedrin could not argue against the healing of the man. 
He was standing there with them. Verse 22 tells us that he was over 40 
years old. They had all seen him as they came into the Temple for their 
daily worship. 

ii. (4:14) “The good done by the gospel will always be a dumbfounding 
argument to the ungodly.”3 

b. David Guzik notes that the rulers did not even try to argue against the 
Resurrection!4 

i. Wouldn’t that have been the best way to silence them? 
ii. Of course not, because the Resurrection happened, and there were too 

many people who had seen it. 
c. Sure, the world now will try to make some half-baked arguments against 

Creationism. These arguments defy logic and the rules of science. 
d. Even in the arguments in Kentucky right now, the government cannot argue 

against the good that Kentucky Baptists have done. The government is simply 
demanding that Kentucky Baptists bow to the god of the LGBTQIA agenda, which 
to their credit, Kentucky Baptists have not done. 

 
3. THE WORLD WILL TRY TO SILENCE THE WORD OF CHRIST 

a. They tried to silence Christ by killing Him. 
b. (4:15-18) Let’s threaten them against speaking to anyone in this name again. So 

they called for them and ordered them not to preach or teach at all in the name 
of Jesus. 

i. They sent Peter and John out to form a plan. 
ii. David Guzik makes an interesting point for this. Luke found out what they 

discussed from somewhere. It had to be a member of the Sanhedrin who 

 
2 Associated Press. “Kentucky Ties to Baptist Kids Agency at Risk Over Gay Rights.” U. S. News and World 

Report. Accessed May 28, 2021. https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2021-05-28/kentucky-ties-to-

baptist-kids-agency-at-risk-over-gay-rights 
3 Charles Haddon Spurgeon edited by Alistair Begg. The Spurgeon Study Bible. (Nashville: Holman Bible 

Publishers, 2017). 1469. 
4 David Guzik. “Study Guide for Acts 4” at Blue Letter Bible. Accessed May 28, 2021. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide2017-Act/Act-4.cfm 



later converted to Christianity. Based on Acts 26, Paul seems like a good 
candidate. 

iii. Peter and John had not done anything wrong, and the people saw the 
miracle. Punishing them would have been hard to get away with. 

iv. They offered threats. As Matthew Henry writes, “All the care of the rulers 
is, that the doctrine of Christ spread not among the people, yet they 
cannot say it is false or dangerous, or of any ill tendency; and they are 
ashamed to own the true reason; that it testifies against their hypocrisy, 
wickedness, and tyranny.” 

c. They threatened them again before releasing them. 
d. The authorities clearly thought that they could threaten them into silence. 
e. The same could happen to us. John Sherwood, a 71-year old pastor from a North 

London church was arrested on April 23rd for preaching what was deemed a 
“homophobic sermon.”5 

f. We may not be arrested yet. But we could have our platforms taken away if 
Facebook or YouTube decides that they don’t like what we say. 

g. (Micah 2:6) “Quit your preaching,” they preach. “They should not preach these 
things; shame will not overtake us.” 

 
4. WE MUST BE BOLD AND COURAGEOUS FOR CHRIST 

a. After they were released, they went and told everyone else what happened.  
i. They did not pray that the threats would go away. 

ii. They prayed for boldness, even in light of the threats. 
b. They prayed scripture. “Why did the Gentiles rage and the peoples plot futile 

things? The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers assembled together 
against the Lord and against His Messiah.” 

i. These disciples acknowledge biblical truth in their prayer. 
ii. They acknowledged the threats to them. 

c. They asked for God to stretch out His hand to do miracles. 
d. They all received a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit and spoke God’s message with 

boldness. 
 
CONCLUSION: Ask yourself these questions. 
1. Who is accusing you? What are they accusing you of? 
2. If you are not being accused, why? 
3. When was the last time you were threatened for your faith? 
4. Are you bold and courageous? If you aren’t now, you will not be when things get difficult. 
 
  
INVITATION HYMN # 631 We Utter Our Cry 

 
5 Jesse T. Jackson. “UPDATE: Street Preacher Arrested for Defining Biblical Marriage Says ‘I Was Doing 

What My Job Description Says’”. ChurchLeaders. Accessed May 28, 2021.  


