
At the Apostles’ Feet June 6, 2021 
Acts 4:32-5:11 
 
INVOCATION: 
 Almighty God, we come to You in our weakness to live in Your strength. We come to you 
in our brokenness that we may receive Your healing. We come to You conscious of those things 
that we have done this week that denied Your glory. We come in repentance, that we may be 
restored. We come to You to worship You because You are the only One worthy of worship. In 
the name of Jesus, Amen. 
  
SERMON FOCUS:  What am I laying at the feet of Jesus? 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will note where he sees himself in light of the stories of 
generosity (and embezzlement) in the early church.  
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 I have been taking a long time going through these first few chapters of the book of Acts 
because it is essential that we understand what the church was in 33 A. D. It is essential 
because that is the church that we need to get back to being. The church who called people to 
lives of repentance.  The church who called people to lives of holiness. The church who called 
on believers to live in the power of the Holy Spirit. The church who asked her members to do 
great and impossible things for the Lord. The church that welcomed those unlike them and 
called them to Jesus. The church that took the gospel to the nations in a generation. The church 
that the government hated, that the religious authorities hated, that people often hated. The 
church that was exceedingly generous and exceedingly brave. Today, let’s ask the question, 
“What am I laying at the feet of Jesus?” 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 4:32-5:11 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE FIRST CHRISTIANS LAID THEIR DIFFERENCES AT THE FEET OF JESUS 
a. The apostles, as Christ’s representatives chosen by Him, represented Him to the 

people. This is why they laid their gifts at the apostles’ feet. It was the same to 
them as laying them at Jesus’ feet. 

b. (4:32) Now the large group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, 
and no one said that any of his possessions was his own, but instead they held 
everything in common. 

c. Note the “one heart and mind” 
d. The first church was a diverse body of believers from different backgrounds, 

economic situations, places on the map. Yet they set aside their differences to 
focus on Christ and serving each other. 

e. Remember all the different places that they were from back in chapter 2? 
f. There were even political differences among the twelve. 

i. Matthew had been a tax collector. 



ii. Simon the Zealot would have been anti-government. 
g. (4:33) And the apostles were giving testimony with great power to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all. 
i. These disciples were deeply united about one thing—the resurrection of 

Jesus! 
ii. This church was a beautiful example of unity and diversity working 

together. They were not divided over things that do not matter. They 
were united over the one thing that does! 

iii. Pray for next week’s annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
which is currently shaping up to be a Battle Royale over things that are 
not Jesus. 

h. We must also lay down our differences at the feet of Jesus and pick up the work 
that He has given to us! 

 
2. THE FIRST CHRISTIANS LAID THEIR PROPERTY AT THE FEET OF JESUS 

a. Note the language in verse 32, “no was said that any of his possessions was his 
own, but instead they held everything in common.” 

b. Greek readers would have recognized this as a utopian vision that many of them 
had aspired to and never achieved. 

c. This kind of common good life together could only happen as the result of 
submission to each other and to Christ. 

d. This is significant generosity: houses, lands, whatever they sold, they laid at the 
feet of the apostles (in effect the feet of Jesus). 

e. This was true generosity because it was strictly voluntary. These Christians 
valued each other more than they valued their property, possessions, or 
positions.  

f. They valued and cared for each other because they valued their relationship with 
Christ. 

 
3. THE FIRST CHRISTIANS LAID THEIR SUBSTITUTES FOR GOD AT THE FEET OF JESUS 

a. (4:36) Joseph, a Levite and a Cypriot by birth, the one the apostles called 
Barnabas, which is translated Son of Encouragement, sold a field he owned, 
brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

b. This is Dr. Luke’s way of introducing us to Barnabas, whom we will encounter 
again. This is also his way of setting up an example of generosity to contrast the 
story of Ananias and Sapphira. 

c. (Deut 10:9) For this reason, Levi does not have a portion or inheritance like his 
brothers; the Lord is his inheritance, as the Lord your God told him. 

i. As a Levite, he should not have owned land. This was not being enforced 
at the time this happened. 

ii. As a Levite, Barnabas was a member of the priestly tribe. 
iii. He recognized that he was holding on to this property in place of God, so 

he turned it over to God. 



d. People then were substituting some of the same things for God that we do 
today: money, power, prestige, security. They gave these up willingly. It took 
effort to go, sell your property, walk the money to the apostles and hand it over 
to them. There was plenty of opportunity to change your mind. Which may have 
been what happened to Ananias and Sapphira. 

 
4. WHEN YOU LAND AT THE FEET OF JESUS, YOUR MOTIVES WILL BE KNOWN 

a. It appears that these two pledged the property to the church, then put it up for 
sale.  

i. They “embezzled” part of the money and took the rest to the apostles’ 
feet. 

ii. They wanted to be thought more generous than they were. 
b. The problem is that the Holy Spirit knows the truth and knows our motives. 
c. Their gift was not rejected because of the amount. 

i. Peter points out that the property was theirs. 
ii. They could have pledged any portion of the amount. 

iii. Their gift was short of their promise and with the wrong motives. 
d. This story is true and frightening. What if God judged people instantly like this in 

church today? 
i. We must note that in verse 8, Peter gave Sapphira the chance to tell the 

truth and repent. 
ii. We’re not told that he did this in the case of Ananias, but we’re also not 

told that he didn’t. 
e. When their gift at the feet of Jesus wasn’t what was promised, they found 

themselves dead at the feet of Jesus. Which is where we will all find ourselves 
one day anyway. Dead, bowed down in front of the glory of the Son of God. 
What will we say then? 

 
CONCLUSION:  

1. What stops us from being united based on the testimony of the resurrection of Jesus? 
Are we letting unimportant things divide us? 

2. What is stopping me from being sacrificially generous? 
a. Time 
b. Talent 
c. Treasure 

3. What are my substitutes for God that I need to give over to Him? 
4. What am I withholding from God because I don’t want to give it up? 

a. Secret sins? 
5. Am I ready to quit trifling with God and get serious with Him today? 


