
Escalation of Force                                                         June 13, 2021 
Acts 5:12-42 
 
WELCOME AND PRAYER 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  There is no reason to not proclaim the good 
news! 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will be inspired to share the 
gospel. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 “We’re surrounded. That simplifies the problem.”—Chesty 
Puller. The book “Faith for Exiles” compares the age we’re living in 
now to the Jews living in the Babylonian captivity. We are 
surrounded on all sides by ungodly living. It’s our job to be faithful 
resilient disciples in this world that we are placed in. The apostles 
were also surrounded by opposition and ungodly behavior.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 5:12-42 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS STILL POWERFUL 
a. (5:13) None of the rest dared to join them... 

i. Having heard about Ananias and Sapphira, 
people knew that the Holy Spirit was 
nobody to trifle with. 

ii. It took courage and commitment to join the 
disciples. 

b. (5:15-16) All these healings were the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

i. The apostles were simply the tool He used. 
ii. This display was proof that their message 

was valid. 
c. There was simply no denying the miracles of 

healings that were taking place. 



d. Yes, these were a sign given to the apostles for a 
time, but God still heals. 

 
2. GOD STILL RELEASES PEOPLE FROM PRISONS 

a. (5:17-21) He who sins is a slave of sin. 
b. If God has released you from sin, do not stay in the 

cell. 
c. (5:20) Go and stand in the temple complex and tell 

the people about this life. 
d. What prison were you released from? Go and tell! 

 
3. WE WILL STILL FACE ACCUSATIONS 

a. (5:28) Didn’t we strictly order you not to teach in 
this name? 

i. Note that the escape wasn’t mentioned. 
ii. Note also that the priest did not say the 

name of Jesus. 
iii. All they wanted was the Jesus talk to stop! 
iv. His name is offensive to those still in their 

sins. 
b. (5:28) And look, you have filled Jerusalem with 

your teaching and are determined to bring this 
man’s blood on us! 

i. The Jews had done that. (Matt 27:25) All 
the people answered, “His blood be on us 
and our children.” 

ii. The name of Jesus forces us to deal with 
our sin! That is why so many are opposed to 
Him. 

c. We face accusations today: Intolerant, bigoted, 
hateful. People call names when they cannot 
disprove what you say. 

 
4. WE WILL STILL BE COMPARED TO THOSE WITH WRONG 

MOTIVES 



a. Gamaliel mentions two of the many false Messiah’s 
who tried to free Israel from Rome. 

i. Theudas (likely not the Theudas of 
Josephus’ writings). 

ii. Judas the Galilean (from 6 or 7 A. D.) During 
the census. 

iii. Jewish historian Josephus mentions several 
of these. 

b. We will face accusations from those who have 
been hurt by the church. 

i. Those who have been abused. 
ii. Those who were taken financially by 

prosperity preachers. 
iii. Those who see Christians not doing the 

things that Jesus requires. 
c. We cannot help who we get compared to. All we 

can do is stand up and follow Jesus. 
 

5. WE WILL STILL FACE PAIN 
a. (5:40) After they called in the apostles and had 

them flogged, they ordered them not to speak in 
the name of Jesus and released them. 

i. Flogged: 39 lashes. 
ii. Literally, all they could be accused of was 

defying an order. And it was an order that 
they had to defy. 

b. (5:41) Then they went out from the presence of the 
Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to be dishonored on behalf of the Name. 

i. Will we rejoice that we are counted worthy 
to face ridicule for our beliefs? 

ii. Will we rejoice that we are counted worthy 
to lose friends, family members, job 
opportunities on behalf of the Name of 
Christ? 



c. (5:42) Every day in the temple complex, and in 
various homes, they continued teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 That is what is required of those of us who would be called 
disciples, or Christians. We must publicly testify to our faith and 
let God lead us through the consequences. It is not easy. It is 
getting much harder. But our reward at the end will be great! 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


