
There Arose a Complaint June 20, 2021 
Acts 6:1-7 
 
WELCOME: 

 
SERMON FOCUS:  The spread of the gospel requires that faithful spiritual men serve. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The men of the church will be inspired to serve those in need. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
  Happy Father’s Day! To be fair, I’m not going to give a traditional “Father’s Day” sermon 
because it’s the day most fathers skip church. Ironic, since your Father God would like to spend 
it with you. That being said, men, you’re not off the hook. Today we will see that God requires 
men to step up and act in order to further His kingdom. 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 6:1-7 (CSB) 
 
In those days, as the disciples were increasing in number, there arose a complaint by the 
Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being overlooked in the daily 
distribution. 2The Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said, “It would 
not be right for us to give up preaching the word of God to wait on tables. 3Brothers and 
sisters, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, 
whom we can appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry 
of the word.” 5This proposal pleased the whole company. So they chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
convert from Antioch. 6They had them stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their 
hands on them. 
7So the word of God spread, the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly in number, and a large 
group of priests became obedient to the faith. 
 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM 
a. The church’s previous problems came from outside the church. 
b. This problem is squarely inside the church. 
c. Caring for the widows is a church responsibility 

i. This carries over from Judaism 
ii. Widows were the most financially insecure people. 

iii. The apostles were still stuck managing the benevolence. 
iv. There were two kinds of widows: Hellenistic and Hebraic 
v. The implication is that the Galilean apostles favored the Hebraic widows 

who were more like them and spoke their language. 
vi. Even if this wasn’t true, it was the perception. 

d. This had the potential to lead to the first church split. 

https://biblehub.com/acts/6-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/6-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/6-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/6-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/6-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/6-7.htm


e. The apostles were required to address this head on. 
i. They didn’t fight or defend themselves. 

ii. They simply addressed the issue. 
 

2. A REASONABLE AND PRACTICAL SOLUTION 
a. (6:3-5) 3Brothers and sisters, select from among you seven men of good 

reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty. 
4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5This 
proposal pleased the whole company. 

b. The apostles recognized their limitations. 
c. They sought the involvement of the church. 
d. They selected Hellenistic men to serve the widows. 

i. These all had Hellenistic names. 
ii. Nicolas was a full proselyte. 

e. Their requirements were not ability based. They were based on character and 
standing with God. 

i. Good reputation 
ii. Full of the Spirit and wisdom. 

iii. Do these characteristics apply to anyone here today? 
f. This freed up the apostles to focus on what they were called to do. 

i. Prayer 
ii. Ministry of the word. 

iii. The ministry of the apostles was unique and unrepeatable. 
g. This solution pleased the assembly because everyone would get their needs met 

and the word would continue to spread. 
 

3. MINISTRY REQUIRES MEN! 
a. The apostles faced the problem directly. 
b. The seven men agreed and performed the ministry. 
c. I’m sure they had other things to do. 
d. Men set the example for involvement with the church. 

i. For their families. 
ii. For younger church members 

iii. When the example that they set is non-involvement, that’s what we get. 
e. God intends for men to be the leaders in their homes and at church. 
f. When men serve, they set the church up for even more success! 

 
4. EVEN MORE GROWTH 

a. (6:7) 7So the word of God spread, the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly in 

number, and a large group of priests became obedient to the faith. 

i. The gospel was proclaimed and received. 
ii. Even more disciples were added. 

iii. Even priests became disciples of Christ. 
b. The effect of these “deacons” was felt by 

https://biblehub.com/acts/6-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/6-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/6-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/6-7.htm


i. The apostles, as it relieved them of some of their burden. 
ii. Those who were able to hear the gospel shared and observe it practiced 

in the church as a result. 
iii. Generations down the line who witnessed their example. 

c. The church was about to get pushed out into the world. Men of faith were 
required to do the work. 

 
CONCLUSION: 

1. What excuse do you have for not serving? 
2. What place of service are you being called to? 
3. What are you going to do about it? 

 


