
Those Who Were Scattered July 4, 2021 
Acts 8:1-25 
 
WELCOME AND PRAYER 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  The gospel unifies believers but divides us from unbelievers. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will realize the need to reach our lost neighbors. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
  Yes, I’m aware that it’s the Fourth of July. No, I’m not preaching a Fourth of July 
sermon. What I am doing is continuing with our study of the first-century church, because 
Christ has called us to the church. America is just where God has given us the privilege to live 
for our few years on this earth. It is not home, and it is feeling less and less like home all the 
time. That said, we are a long way from the persecution that the church encountered in 
Jerusalem with the martyrdom of Stephen. Last week we discussed his brutal execution, and 
today we will look at widespread persecution that happened after that. 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 8:1-25 (HCSB) 
Saul agreed with putting him to death. 
 
On that day, a severe persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout the land of Judea and Samaria. Devout men buried Stephen 
and mourned deeply over him. Saul, however, was ravaging the church. He would enter house 
after house, drag off men and women, and put them in prison. 
 
So those who were scattered went on their way preaching the message of good news. Philip 
went down to ad city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The crowds paid 
attention with one mind to what Philip said, as they heard and saw the signs he was 
performing. For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who were 
possessed, and many who were paralyzed, and lame were healed. So, there was great joy in 
that city. 
 
A man named Simon had previously practiced sorcery in that city and astounded the Samaritan 
people, while claiming to be somebody great. They all paid attention to him, from the least of 
them to the greatest, and they said, “This man is called the Great Power of God!” They were 
attentive to him because he had astounded them with his sorceries for a long time. But when 
they believed Philip, as he preached the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. Then even Simon himself believed. And after 
he was baptized, he went around constantly with Philip and was astounded as he observed the 
signs and great miracles that were being performed. 
 
When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had welcomed God’s message, 
they sent Peter and John to them. After they went down there, they prayed for them, so the 



Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit. For He had not yet come down on any of them; they 
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John laid their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
When Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he 
offered them money, saying, “Give me this power too, so that anyone I lay hands on may 
receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 
But Peter told him, “May your silver be destroyed with you, because you thought the gift of 
God could be obtained with money! You have no part or share in this matter, because your 
heart is not right before God. Therefore, repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the 
Lord that the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see you are poisoned by bitterness 
and bound by iniquity.” 
 
“Please pray to the Lord for me,” Simon replied, “so that nothing you have said may happen to 
me.” 
 
Then, after they had testified and spoken the message of the Lord, they traveled back to 
Jerusalem, evangelizing many villages of the Samaritans. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. GOD USED PERSECUTION TO PROPEL THE GOSPEL FORWARD 
a. (8:1) We met Saul last week when the witnesses laid their robes at his feet so 

that they could more easily execute Stephen. 
b. (8:1) Saul’s importance becomes very clear from Chapter 13 forward. 
c. It was probably mostly the Hellenistic Jewish Christians who ran because it was 

at their synagogue that the trouble with Stephen escalated. 
d. (8:3) Saul was rushing into houses and jailing Christians, presumably with the 

goal of seeing them die for what he thought was blasphemy. 
e. Christians had a choice: Flee Jerusalem for face imprisonment and/or death. So, 

they ran. 
f. This did not have the effect that Saul intended, but rather the effect that God 

intended. 
g. One of those who ran was Philip, whom we met in Chapter 6 with the seven 

selected for the daily distribution. 
h. (Open Doors) In just the last year*, there have been: 

i. Over 340 million Christians living in places where they experience high 
levels of persecution and discrimination. (2020 population of USA is 
331,449,281) 

ii. 4,761 Christians killed for their faith 
iii. 4,488 churches and other Christian buildings attacked 
iv. 4,277 believers detained without trial, arrested, sentenced or imprisoned 

 
2. PHILIP PREACHED TO THOSE THAT THE JEWS HATED 



a. The Jews really hated the Samaritans 
i. The woman at the well pointed this out. 

ii. Jesus’ illustration of the Good Samaritan pointed this out. 
iii. Almost 1,000 years earlier, the Kingdom divided. 
iv. About 750 years before, Assyria captured the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 

Those who were not deported intermarried with Assyrians and 
Canaanites. 

v. These were “half-breeds” who didn’t worship in the Temple. 
b. The Samaritans were looking for a Messiah (of sorts). 

i. The Samaritans were waiting on a “taheb” a prophet based on Deut 

18:15, a Messiah-like figure.  

ii. This figure was to rebuild their temple on Mount Gerazim. 
c. Back in 1:8, Jesus had told the disciples that they would be His witnesses in 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the of the earth. It had been 
relatively easy witnessing to those like them. The Samaritans were unlike them, 
and the Gentiles were even less like them. 

d. Philip had to set aside his prejudices and witness to those God called him to 
share the gospel with. 

e. We must do the same. We must witness to our black neighbor, our Hispanic 
neighbor, our Asian neighbor, our rich neighbor, our poor neighbor, our alcoholic 
neighbor, our drug addicted neighbor, our LGBTQIA neighbor.  

f. When they come to Christ, we will see that the Holy Spirit unites true believers. 
 

3. THE HOLY SPIRIT UNITES TRUE BELIEVERS 
a. (8:14-17) When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 

welcomed God’s message, they sent Peter and John to them. After they went 
down there, they prayed for them, so the Samaritans might receive the Holy 
Spirit. For He had not yet come down on any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John laid their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

b. “Normally the Spirit is given at the moment of faith. In this instance, however, it 

was imperative that the Samaritans be identified with the apostles and the 

Jerusalem Church so that there would be not rival Samaritan Christian Church.”1 

c. In this case, the Holy Spirit unites those who had been enemies of each other as 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We will see in Chapter 10 that when the Gentiles 
receive the Holy Spirit, it demonstrates that they are accepted by God and 
therefore should be accepted by the church. 

d. “The gospel is the great equalizer. In the gospel there are no “half-breeds,” no 
physical rejects, no place for any human prejudices. There is acceptance for all, 
joy for all, ‘great joy for all the people.’”2 

 
1 Charles Caldwell Ryrie. Ryrie Study Bible: Expanded Edition. (Chicago: Moody Press, 2004). 1680-81. 
2 John B. Polhill. The New American Commentary: Volume 26. (Nashville: B & H Publishing Group, 1992). 215. 



e. While the Holy Spirit unites all those who are true disciples together, sometimes 
there are those who are false disciples and must confronted with their bad 
motives. 

 
4. NOT EVERYONE WHO SUBMITS TO BAPTISM HAS SUBMITTED TO CHRIST 

a. (8:13) Then even Simon himself believed. And after he was baptized, he went 
around constantly with Philip and was astounded as he observed the signs and 
great miracles that were being performed. 

b. Simon looked like a good conversion story. 
i. Had formerly practiced sorcery. 

ii. He appears to have had a great following as a Messiah-type figure. 
iii. He got baptized and started following Philip around. 

c. His real motive became apparent when he asked to buy the power to give the 
Holy Spirit. 

i. He didn’t understand the Holy Spirit. 
ii. He was trying to make money. 

d. When confronted by Peter, he didn’t even repent. He asked Peter to pray that 
the consequences of his thoughts would be taken away. 

e. I think that may be often what people are looking for. They believe enough to 
want saved, but they don’t want the repentance and life-change that goes with 
it. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 If we are true disciples of Christ, we should want people to come to know Him. We 
should want to be united in fellowship with those who claim His name. Of course, we must 
discern between those with true motives and those with false motives who wish to claim the 
name of Christ. The Holy Spirit gives us that discernment if we are listening. But if being 
uncomfortable with people is enough reason for us to withhold the gospel from them, God will 
remove us from our comfort zone. He does not want that any should perish. Do we? 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


