
Get Up and Go July 11, 2021 
Acts 8:26-40 
 
WELCOME AND PRAYER 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  God is preparing people to receive the gospel. Are we preparing to share it 
with them? 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will equip himself to be obedient to the command to share 
the gospel. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 On July 9, 1737, Moravian missionary George Schmidt arrived just east of Capetown, 
South Africa as a missionary. He settled in a place called Bavianaanskloof, which means Valley 
of Baboons. He built a small house, planted a pear tree, and befriended some of the Khoi 
people and taught them to grow food. In his six years there, he baptized five people. The Dutch 
governor was opposed to his work there, so he sent him home. Schmidt never returned. Fifty 
years later, a new generation of Moravian missionaries returned to South Africa to find out 
what had happened to those Schmidt had left behind. When they arrived, they found the ruins 
of his house, and a giant pear tree. They also encountered a woman named Magdalena who 
had kept the church going for the last 50 years. From the ruins of Schmidt’s house, these new 
missionaries built a mission station which is still the center of Moravian missionary activity in 
South Africa.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 8:26-40 (HCSB) 

An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip: “Get up and go south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is the desert road.) So he got up and went. There was an 
Ethiopian man, a eunuch and high official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to worship in Jerusalem and was sitting in his 
chariot on his way home, reading the prophet Isaiah aloud. 
 
The Spirit told Philip, “Go and join that chariot.” 
 
When Philip ran up to it, he heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you 
understand what you’re reading? ” 
 
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone guides me?” So, he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. Now the Scripture passage he was reading was this: 
 
He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
 
and as a lamb is silent before its shearer, 
 
so He does not open His mouth. 



 
In His humiliation justice was denied Him. 
 
Who will describe His generation? 
 
For His life is taken from the earth. 
 
The eunuch replied to Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet saying this about — himself or 
another person?” So Philip proceeded to tell him the good news about Jesus, beginning from 
that Scripture. 
 
As they were traveling down the road, they came to some water. The eunuch said, “Look, 
there’s water! What would keep me from being baptized?” And Philip said, “If you believe with 
all your heart you may.” And he replied, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Then he 
ordered the chariot to stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, 
and the eunuch did not see him any longer. But he went on his way rejoicing. Philip appeared in 
Azotus, and he was traveling and evangelizing all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE PREPARATION 
a. God prepared the one doing the witnessing 

i. Philip had studied the scripture well, because he picked right up in Isaiah 
and shared the gospel. 

ii. Philip had church experience, having served as a deacon. 
iii. Philip had experience sharing the gospel because he had started a 

thriving ministry in Samaria. 
iv. Philip was prepared to move quickly for the sake of the gospel. 

1. From Jerusalem to Samaria 
2. From Samaria to this desert road 
3. From the desert road to Azotus 
4. From Azotus he was a traveling evangelist until he got to 

Caesarea. 
v. How prepared are we to receive direction from the Holy Spirit and just 

go? 
b. God prepared the one being witnessed to 

i. He was drawn to Jerusalem to hear about God for a reason. 
1. (John 6:44) No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 

me draws him, and I will raise him up on the last day. 
2. There is room to think that he could have been a Jewish proselyte. 
3. Did the official go to Jerusalem to observe a feast? 
4. Did he go because he had heard about the church? 
5. We’re not told the reason this important man was drawn to 

Jerusalem, but he was. 



6. He bought a copy of Isaiah. This would have cost several denarii. It 
would have been in the thousands of today’s dollars. 

7. We’re not told that this is the only scripture he bought. 
8. God was clearly drawing this Ethiopian official to Himself. 

 
c. Preparation of the meeting 

i. Philip and the Ethiopian would never have encountered each other 
without God’s divine appointment. 

ii. The Ethiopian was travelling the desert road. This was the less traveled of 
the two roads from Jerusalem to Gaza. 

iii. God coordinated the timing of Philip leaving Samaria with the timing of 
the Ethiopian being at a certain place where Philip could meet him. 

iv. God was at work in the passage that the Ethiopian was reading aloud. 
Reading aloud was very common at that time. 

v. God was even at work in providing a baptism pool. 
d. There is a lot of preparation that goes into a gospel encounter.  How can we 

prepare? 
i. Study the scripture! 

ii. Pray for opportunity to share. 
iii. Pray for God to prepare those who need to hear. 

 
2. THE TESTIMONY 

a. Philip started where the Ethiopian was 
i. Philip was familiar with the passage the official was reading. 

ii. Do you understand what you are reading? 
1. The original Greek of this question is a play on words that can’t be 

duplicated in English. 
2. This was not an insulting question. 
3. How can I unless someone guides me? 

a. The scripture contained imagery unfamiliar to him. 
b. It was not in his first language. 
c. Example of Beowulf. 

4. So, Philip started with that very scripture and explained Jesus to 
him. 

b. Philip takes the time to listen before spouting a gospel presentation. 
i. He gives the eunuch time to ask his most pressing question. 

ii. In the old FAITH gospel sharing model, we were taught to ask, “In your 
opinion, what do you think it takes to get into heaven?” After listening to 
the answer, then we would ask, “Can I tell you what the Bible says about 
that?” 

iii. We are not told how long their conversation was, or the entirety of it. 
c. We have to be able to start with where someone is in their understanding and 

move toward the cross. 



i. In times past, we could count of most people having some knowledge of 
God or religious teachings. 

ii. We can no longer count on people knowing anything about Christ when 
we encounter them. 

iii. We must act like we’re on a mission to a foreign place because we are. 
d. Once we’ve testified about the gospel, what’s next? It’s decision time for them. 

i. Ancient church father John Chrysostom, the Bishop of Constantinople 
who died in 407 AD, notes that the eunuch did not require any miracles. 
He believed. 

 
3. THE COMMITMENT 

a. (8:36) As they were traveling down the road, they came to some water. The 
eunuch said, “Look, there’s water! What would keep me from being baptized?” 

i. As a eunuch, he would have been excluded from temple worship. 
ii. He wants to know the terms and conditions. 

b. (8:37) This verse is not included in the original manuscripts.  
i. It is a good reminder of the confession of faith. 

ii. (Rom 10:9-10) If you confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. One 
believes with the hart resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with 
the mouth resulting in salvation. 

iii. This was probably a margin note by some scribe that made it into the text 
at some point. 

iv. It doesn’t belong here, but it is a correct teaching. 
c. The Ethiopian eunuch came out of the baptism water rejoicing. 
d. We know nothing else about him, except that church tradition states that he was 

the first missionary to Africa. 
i. According to Smithsonian Magazine’s website, a church dating back to 

the fourth century was unearthed in Aksum, in northern Ethiopia. 
ii. Today, Ethiopia is 63% Christian. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 We can never fully know the long-term effects of sharing the gospel with someone. 
Philip never saw the Ethiopian again. He had no clue who this Ethiopian eunuch would share 
the gospel with, or who else God would send to the lost there. Philip simply obeyed what he 
was commanded to do. The result is 2000 years of believers. What effect will our witness have?  
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


