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SERMON FOCUS:  Conversion brings us from being enemies of 
Jesus to serving Him. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will recognize his/her own past 
as an enemy of Christ and recognize the need to bring others to 
repentance. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
  In the famous 1984 Ray Stevens song The Mississippi 
Squirrel Revival, there’s a line that always struck me as 
simultaneously hilarious and sad. “Seven deacons and the pastor 
got saved.” While one would generally assume that deacons and a 
pastor are already saved, frankly that is not always the case. 
Someone can be fantastically religious and have the best religious 
education, but unless they have had an encounter with the living 
Christ, these things are meaningless. These people still find 
themselves in the unenviable position of opposing God.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 9:1-31 

Now Saul was still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord. He went to the high priest 2and requested 
letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 
found any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might 
bring them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he traveled and was 
nearing Damascus, a light from heaven suddenly flashed around 
him. 4Falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 

5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul said. 

https://biblehub.com/acts/9-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/9-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/9-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/9-5.htm


“I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting,” he replied. 6“But get 
up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing 
the sound but seeing no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and 
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing. So they took 
him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9He was unable to 
see for three days and did not eat or drink. 

10There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 

“Here I am, Lord,” he replied.  

11“Get up and go to the street called Straight,” the Lord said to 
him, “to the house of Judas, and ask for a man from Tarsus named 
Saul, since he is praying there. 12In a vision he has seen a man 
named Ananias coming in and placing his hands on him so that he 
may regain his sight.”  

13“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard from many people 
about this man, how much harm he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem. 14And he has authority here from the chief priests to 
arrest all who call on your name.”  

15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for this man is my chosen 
instrument to take my name to Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. 16I 
will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”  

17Ananias went and entered the house. He placed his hands on 
him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you 
on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that you may 
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  

18At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and he 
regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. 19And after 
taking some food, he regained his strength.  
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Saul was with the disciples in Damascus for some time. 
20Immediately he began proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues: “He 
is the Son of God.”  

21All who heard him were astounded and said, “Isn’t this the man 
in Jerusalem who was causing havoc for those who called on this 
name and came here for the purpose of taking them as prisoners 
to the chief priests?”  

22But Saul grew stronger and kept confounding the Jews who 
lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 

23After many days had passed, the Jews conspired to kill him, 
24but Saul learned of their plot. So they were watching the gates 
day and night intending to kill him, 25but his disciples took him by 
night and lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the 
wall.  

26When he arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but 
they were all afraid of him, since they did not believe he was a 
disciple. 27Barnabas, however, took him and brought him to the 
apostles and explained to them how Saul had seen the Lord on 
the road and that the Lord had talked to him, and how in 
Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. 28Saul was 
coming and going with them in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the 
name of the Lord. 29He conversed and debated with the 
Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him. 30When the brothers 
found out, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to 
Tarsus.  

31So the church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had 
peace and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and 
encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. 

MESSAGE: 
1. AN ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST EXPOSES FALSE RELIGION 
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a. We are told later in the book Saul’s testimony that 
he was a Pharisee of Pharisees. 

b. Saul had Gamaliel as a teacher, but apparently 
ignored his wisdom to leave the followers of Jesus 
alone. 

c. Saul thought the Christians were engaged in 
blasphemy and considered it too important to be 
handled at the local level. 

d. Saul seemed much more interested in protecting 
Judaism than in serving God. 

e. Saul had the right beliefs without the right heart. 
f. There are people in churches right now who are 

more concerned with fighting against what they 
perceive to be false teaching than they are with 
reaching people for Christ. 

 
2. AN ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST IS LIFE-CHANGING 

a. Saul was knocked to the ground by his encounter 
with Christ. 

i. (Phil. 2:10-11) Every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess. 

ii. Saul was struck by the power of Jesus’ 
name. 

b. Saul was struck with blindness symbolizing his 
blindness to the Messiah. 

c. Saul was made to realize that it was Christ, not His 
followers, he was persecuting. 

i. (Matt. 25:40) “Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

ii. (9:5) I am Jesus, the one you are 
persecuting. 

d. This encounter with Christ immediately stopped 
Saul in his tracks and turned him into a new 
creation. 



e. What would an encounter with Christ do to you?  
Or what did it do to you? 

 
3. AN ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST CAUSES US TO TALK ABOUT 

HIM 
a. (9:20) Immediately he began proclaiming Jesus in 

the synagogues. 
i. Synagogues allowed any Jewish man to 

speak. 
ii. Saul was a well-educated Jewish scholar. 

Having been convinced by a face-to-face 
encounter with Jesus, he wanted to share! 

b. (9:22) But Saul grew stronger and kept 
confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus by 
proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 

c. (9:28) Saul was coming and going with them in 
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 

d. When we get to Chapter 13, we see Saul starting to 
go on missionary journeys and planting churches. 

e. Do we excitedly tell our friends and relatives about 
Jesus? 

 
 
 

4. AN ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST BRINGS US NEW ENEMIES 
a. (9:23) After many days had passed, the Jews 

conspired to kill him. 
i. These were ones who formerly would have 

agreed with him. 
ii. What had changed was Saul. 

b. (9:29) He conversed and debated with the 
Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him.  

i. These were the ones that brought Stephen 
to the Sanhedrin and killed him. 

ii. These were the ones who Saul approved of 
killing Stephen. 



iii. These were the ones who ran Philip out of 
town. 

c. (Eph. 6:12) “For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
darkness, against evil, spiritual forces in the 
heavens.” 

 
5. AN ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST BRINGS US NEW FRIENDS 

a. (9:17) Ananias went and entered the house. He 
placed his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road 
you were traveling, has sent me so that you may 
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

b. (9:25) But his disciples took him by night and 
lowered him in a large basket through an opening 
in the wall. 

c. (9:30) When the brothers found out, they took him 
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 

d. Saul found himself with people who were willing to 
risk their lives to protect him because he was also a 
brother in Christ. 

 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 Saul is certainly a great conversion story, but his is no 
more miraculous than that of anyone here. We were all enemies 
of Christ before accepting Him as Lord in our lives. We may not 
have killed Christians, but we were enemies of Christ, 
nonetheless. Maybe we have been super religious, but not really 
following Christ. Maybe we know all the right things and believe 
the right things but have not given our hearts and lives to Christ.  
  
 
How about you? 

1. Do you have Christ, or do you have religion? 



2. Has your life been transformed? 
3. Who are you talking to about Christ? 

  
INVITATION HYMN # 287 Take My Life, Lead Me, Lord 


