
Escape From Antonia Aug 1, 2021 
Acts 12:1-25 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We can trust in God’s plan, whatever happens. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will live in faith even if things are 
going terribly wrong. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
  In Chapter 10, we saw Peter take the good news to 
Cornelius and his household. God proved His acceptance of 
Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit. In Chapter 11, this 
displeased those of the circumcision party and Peter had to 
defend himself. Chapter 11 also tells us briefly that Barnabas took 
Saul to Antioch to preach the gospel there, and that there had 
been a famine prophesied, so they decided to collect an offering 
for the church in Jerusalem. And that is what’s going on when we 
arrive at chapter 12. 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 12:1-25 (CSB) 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Mercy Me has some great lyrics in their song “Even If.”  
“I know You're able and I know You can 
Save through the fire with Your mighty hand 
But even if You don't 
My hope is You alone” 
 
Sometimes it can be hard to recognize God’s sovereignty when we 
don’t see a way out of the situation. Today from our reading, we 
will recognize five truths. 

• I can trust God’s plan no matter what. 

• I can rest knowing that God is in control. 

• I must obey in order to be delivered. 

• I should expect God to answer when I pray. 

• I must always give God the glory. 



 
MESSAGE: 

1. I CAN TRUST GOD’S PLAN NO MATTER WHAT. 
a. (12:1-2) About that time King Herod violently 

attacked some who belonged to the church, and he 
executed James, John’s brother, with the sword. 

b. Herod Agrippa I is the grandson of Herod the Great 
who killed all the baby boys when Jesus was born. 

c. He was known to be a practicing Jew while in 
Judea. However, while in Rome he lived like the 
Romans. 

d. He really wanted to be popular to help hold onto 
his power. 

e. Instead of just attacking random Christians, he is 
now going after the apostles, thinking that this will 
thwart them. 

f. Could the Lord have not rescued James? One of the 
“Sons of Thunder?” 

g. If we believe that what God has said is true, James 
was reunited with Jesus that day. He was no more 
concerned about being rescued from death. 

 
2. I CAN REST KNOWING THAT GOD IS IN CONTROL. 

a. (12:6) When Herod was about to bring him out for 
trial, that very night Peter, bound with two chains, 
was sleeping between two soldiers, while the 
sentries in front of the door guarded the prison. 

b. Peter seemed unlikely to be rescued from this 
situation. So, he slept. 

c. Peter was sleeping because he had Christ’s promise 

that he would live to an old age (John 21:18). (Ryrie 

1994) 

d. It seems likely that he thought God would rescue 
him from the trial. 

e. He had already seen Jesus resurrected, so he knew 
he could trust in God’s plan, whatever it was. 



f. Had he wasted his time worrying, Peter would have 
missed out on a good nap. 

 
3. I MUST OBEY IN ORDER TO BE DELIVERED. 

a. Peter receives five different instructions from the 
angel. “Quick, get up!” “Get dressed.” “Put on your 
sandals.” “Wrap your cloak around you.” “Follow 
me.” 

b. Had Peter failed to follow any of these instructions, 
his rescue would have been thwarted. 

c. When God rescues us, it is so that we can continue 
to serve Him. 

d. Peter thought he was seeing a vision, but even so, 
he was obedient. 

e. Once they got a block away, the angel disappeared. 
 

4. I SHOULD EXPECT GOD TO ANSWER WHEN I PRAY. 
a. (12:5) The church was fervently praying for him. 
b. (12:12) As soon as he realized this, he went to the 

house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where 
many had assembled and were praying. 

i. Mary was likely a widow of some means. 
ii. Mary was a common name. 

iii. Tradition holds that it was at her house 
where Jesus ate the last supper and where 
the Holy Spirit was given at Pentecost. 

c. These were people actively praying for Peter 
through the night. And yet, they thought Rhoda 
was crazy when he showed up. 

i. Rhoda left him standing at the gate. 
ii. They were convinced it was “his angel” 

d. How often do we pray for something not believing 
it could happen? 

e. The community that prayed for rain. 
 

5. I MUST ALWAYS GIVE GOD THE GLORY 



a. (12:21-23) On an appointed day, dressed in royal 
robes and seated on the throne, Herod delivered a 
speech to them. The assembled people began to 
shout, “It’s the voice of a god and not of a man!” At 
once an angel of the Lord struck him because he 
did not give the glory to God, and he was eaten by 
worms and died. 

b. Josephus records this incident in “Antiquities,” with 
even more detail than is given here. 

c. If Herod had been trying to please God up to this 
point, he definitely blew it here. 

 
CONCLUSION:  

• In what areas am I tempted to not trust in God’s plan? 

• What if God requires me to do something I don’t want to 
do? 

• Am I praying in faith that God will respond? 

• What am I going to do this week to build my trust in God? 
  
 


