
Since You Reject It  Aug 8, 2021 
Acts 13:42-52 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  If someone rejects the gospel, I must move on 
to someone who will accept it.  
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will be prepared to share the 
gospel with those who will listen. 
 
BACKGROUND: As you know, we’ve been working our way 
through the book of Acts. We are now in Chapter 13, and this is 
where we start to see a lot more attention on Paul than on Peter. 
In the beginning of Chapter 13, we see Barnabas and Saul (aka 
Paul) commissioned as missionaries from the church in Antioch. 
This starts the first of Paul’s three missionary journeys. Chapter 13 
also tells of an early success, when the proconsul of Cypress 
believed. Then Paul and Barnabas move on to Pisidian Antioch 
where Paul gives a great sermon about Christ in the synagogue 
there. That is where our reading today starts.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 13:42-52, CSB 
As they were leaving, the people urged them to speak about these 
matters the following Sabbath. 43After the synagogue had been 
dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism 
followed Paul and Barnabas, who were speaking with them and 
urging them to continue in the grace of God.  
44The following Sabbath almost the whole town assembled to 
hear the word of the Lord. 45But when the Jews saw the crowds, 
they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what Paul 
was saying, insulting him.  
46Paul and Barnabas boldly replied, “It was necessary that the 
word of God be spoken to you first. Since you reject it and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we are turning to the 
Gentiles. 47For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 
I have made you 
a light for the Gentiles 

https://biblehub.com/acts/13-43.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/13-44.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/13-45.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/13-46.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/13-47.htm


to bring salvation 
to the ends of the earth.”  
48When the Gentiles heard this, they rejoiced and honored the 
word of the Lord, and all who had been appointed to eternal life 
believed. 49The word of the Lord spread through the whole 
region. 50But the Jews incited the prominent God-fearing women 
and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas and expelled them from their district. 
51But Paul and Barnabas shook the dust off their feet against 
them and went to Iconium. 52And the disciples were filled with 
joy and the Holy Spirit. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 I heard a preacher say one time, the gospel is bad news 
before it’s good news. This is absolutely true. We must be 
confronted with our sinful ways in order to understand our need 
for Christ. Unfortunately, a lot of people don’t want to believe 
that they are sinful. This gets in the way of receiving forgiveness 
for our sins. This is what’s going on in our passage today; many 
are ready to receive the gospel until they realize what it means. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE GOSPEL IS GREAT UNTIL YOU THINK ABOUT IT 
a. (13:43) Many of the Jews and devout converts to 

Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas. 
b. Paul and Barnabas had been invited back the next 

week. 
c. What happened in a week? 
d. They started to understand that their attitudes and 

actions would have to change. 
e. They would have to recognize the Gentiles as full 

equals in the faith. 
f. Accepting the gospel of Christ requires 

acknowledging that you are as bad of a sinner as 
the next guy and that nothing but the blood of 
Jesus will save you.  

https://biblehub.com/acts/13-48.htm
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https://biblehub.com/acts/13-50.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/13-51.htm
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i. You cannot be religious enough 
ii. You cannot deserve your salvation 

g. Salvation always sounds good until you realize that 
it is not an add-on to your already awesome life. It 
is a transformation that requires you to love God 
and love others. People who have been raised to 
think of themselves as superior rarely recognize 
their depravity. 

h. If you think about the gospel and are still willing to 
be formed into the image of Christ after thinking 
about it, you are doing better than most. 

i. Closing the back door. 
ii. Ongoing discipleship. 

i. While the gospel sounds great until you think 
about it, the preaching of the gospel always 
generates opposition. 

 
2. THE GOSPEL ALWAYS GENERATES OPPOSITION 

a. (13:45) But when the Jews saw the crowds, they 
were filled with jealousy and began to contradict 
what Paul was saying, insulting him. 

b. Jealousy is the whole reason that Satan fell. He 
wanted to be worshipped like God. 

c. If people cannot contradict your message, they will 
resort to insults. 

d. (13:50) But the Jews incited the prominent God-
fearing women and the leading men of the city. 
They stirred up persecution against Barnabas and 
expelled them from their district. 

i. These would have been those who were not 
Jews who went to synagogue. 

ii. They believed but had not become full 
proselytes. 

iii. The Jews used this political influence to get 
rid of those sharing the gospel. 



e. People are still trying to use politics to get rid of 
the gospel today. 

f. People do not want to be confronted with the truth 
of their sinful ways. They’d rather shut the gospel 
down than change. 

g. (John 3:19-21) This is the judgment: The light has 
come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 
For everyone who does evil hates the light and 
avoids it, so that his deeds may not be exposed. 
But anyone who lives by the truth comes to the 
light, so that his works may be shown to be 
accomplished by God. 

h. The gospel generates opposition because your only 
possible choices are to oppose it or be transformed 
by it. 

 
 

3. THE GOSPEL TRANSFORMS PEOPLE 
a. (13:48) When the Gentiles heard this, they rejoiced 

and honored the word of the Lord, and all who had 
been appointed to eternal life believed. 

b. This is not religion for the sake of being religious. 
c. (13:52) And the disciples were filled with joy and 

the Holy Spirit. 
d. They were not merely saved from the 

consequences of their sin; they were saved from 
the hold of sin on their lives. 

e. They were freed from bondage. Given new life in 
Christ. They had received the Holy Spirit freely. 
They had a newfound love and joy in their lives. 

f. They also told people and the gospel spread. 
 

4. THE GOSPEL CANNOT BE STOPPED 
a. (13:49) The word of the Lord spread through the 

whole region. 



b. Even though the Jews opposed the gospel, those 
who believed still spread the word. 

c. Their lives had been changed by the gospel, so they 
told people whose lives were then changed by the 
gospel. 

d. There is only one way that the gospel spreads, and 
that is from person to person, sharing our 
testimony with others. 

e. I get upset when people come up with a new 
“greatest threat to the gospel.” 

i. The gospel survived Jewish opposition 
ii. The gospel survived Roman opposition 

iii. The gospel survives Chinese opposition 
iv. The gospel survives North Korean 

opposition 
v. The gospel is surviving American 

opposition. 
f. The power of the Holy Spirit working in the lives of 

Christ’s people cannot be stopped. So let’s stop 
acting like it can. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 The gospel message is simple. Jesus was born of a virgin, 
lived a sinless life, died as the payment for our sins, and was 
raised again on the third day. This is the biggest event in human 
history, and we have the choice. We can believe it and be 
changed by it, or we can reject it and face the eternal 
consequences. What will it be?  
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


